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                                    Message 
Minister  

Ministry of Finance 
 

It is a great pleasure for me to know that the Economic Relations Division (ERD) has taken a 

good initiative to publish Annual Report 2019-2020. ERD has been playing an instrumental 

role in achieving sustainable socio-economic development through effective mobilisation and 

management of foreign assistance and economic diplomacy. This year 2020 is very important 

for us as we are celebrating the birth centenary of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, 

Father of the Nation, who cherished the dream of Sonar Bangla. Under the dynamic 

leadership and prudent economic management of our Honôble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, 

Bangladesh is moving on the right direction towards achieving development milestones. 

Bangladesh has already achieved a significant milestone meeting all graduation criteria from 

a Least Developed Country (LDC) to Developing Country.     
 

The Government has adopted Vision 2041 and associated 2
nd

 Perspective Plan 2021-2041 to 

achieve Upper Middle Income Country (UMIC) by 2031 and High Income Country (HIC) by 

2041. Bangladesh has achieved impressive progress in the socio-economic sector particularly 

in health, education, life expectancy, reduction of child and maternal mortality, women 

empowerment and reducing poverty. Bangladesh is now acclaimed as a role model of 

development for many countries across the globe.  
 

Unfortunately, the present global pandemic Covid-19 has adversely impacted on health, 

economy and society as a whole. In order to tackle Covid-19 the Government has taken a 

series of stimulus package amounting of USD 13.08 billion which is almost 4.03% of Gross 

Domestic Product (GDP) to keep the economic momentum in this pandemic.     
 

ERD successfully mobilized foreign assistance at a quick speed particularly health 

emergency fund, as well as Budget support to keep our economy moving. This demonstrates 

ERDôs excellence in terms of capacity, proactive engagement and economic diplomacy. 
 

Finally, I sincerely express my heartfelt thanks to all involved in publication of the Report. 

 

AHM Mustafa Kamal, FCA, MP 
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                           Preface 
Secretary   

Economic Relations Division 

Ministry of Finance 

 

Economic Relations Division has been playing an instrumental role in enabling Bangladesh 

to become a middle income country as per Vision-2021, implementing the Sustainable 

Development Goals by 2030 and also transforming the country into an advanced economy by 

2041 through economic diplomacy. Effective partnership development is considered as a 

catalyst to inflow of external resources.  To ensure speedy implementation of various 

development projects, this division is working relentlessly for accumulating foreign resources 

through coordinating with the line ministries/ agencies and strengthening relationships with 

the development partners as well as international organisations.  

 

This year, 2020 marks the birth centenary of the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh 

Mujibur Rahman who envisioned a 'Sonar Bangla' free from all sorts of hunger, poverty, 

and exploitation. Under the prudent and visionary leadership of Honourable Prime Minister 

Sheikh Hasina, Bangladesh has emerged as a ñdevelopment surpriseò in terms of its growth 

trajectory and phenomenal progress in socio-economic parameters. The country is now 

widely acclaimed and globally recognised as the worldôs fastest growing economy and a role 

model for development. Bangladesh has already achieved the landmark as a lower middle 

income country and is also progressing fast towards accomplishing another milestone by 

fulfilling the criteria to graduate from the Least Developed Country by 2024.  
 

Although Bangladesh has made extraordinary progress in almost every socio-economic 

indicators, the Covid-19 pandemic has confronted the country with unprecedented situation. 

It has caused enormous disruption to all the development sectors in Bangladesh. Despite 

these challenges, ERD mobilised foreign assistance at a rapid pace, with the whole hearted 

support and cooperation from the development partners to keep our economy forward.  
 

I firmly believe the publication of the Annual Report for the Year 2019-20 is a commendable 

endeavour to have a quick glance of various activities and foreign funding.  
 

In fine, I would like to express my heartfelt thanks and sincere appreciation to all involved in 

the preparation, editing and publication of the Report.  

 

Fatima Yasmin 

http://erd.portal.gov.bd/site/page/2bd6fa90-fd62-497d-bb7a-f910ca5250c6
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                                Foreword                                        Dr. Nahid Rashid 

Additional Secretary  

President of the 

Annual Report Formulation and Publication Committee 

 

Foreign assistance contributes significantly to promoting socio-economic development of 

Bangladesh. To materialise Vision 2041 of reaching High Income Country (HIC) status with 

poverty being non-existent, Economic Relations Division (ERD) strives relentlessly in 

mobilising foreign assistance through effective development partnership. 

Recently, Bangladesh has achieved substantial progress on the social and economic fronts. To 

continue this trend, ERD needs to enhance its institutional capacity of implementing agencies 

and relevant stakeholders for maximum utilisation of foreign assistance. During the global 

Pandemic, ERD has successfully mobilised foreign assistance in a rapid manner through 

effective economic diplomacy. This has contributed to addressing the adverse impact of 

Covid-19 on the health and economic sector.  

As in past years, ERD has taken the initiative to publish the Annual Report 2019-2020. The 

report records functions and mandate of ERD in the context of economic diplomacy, amount 

of yearly foreign assistance and other initiatives adopted in the financial year 2019-2020. I 

am pleased to be a part of this great initiative. 

I would like to extend my sincere gratitude to the respected Secretary of ERD, Ms. Fatima 

Yasmin for her valuable guidance and advice in preparing this report.  I believe that this 

publication will provide a clear understanding about the functions and initiatives of ERD.  

Last but certainly not the least, I would also like to especially thank all the members of the 

Annual Report Publication Committee who have worked tirelessly to prepare the Annual 

Report Publication. Your sincere effort and commitment are duly recognised.   

Dr. Nahid Rashid 



viii  

 

Abbreviations and Acronyms  
Acronyms Abbreviations 

ADP Annual Development Programme  

AIMS Aid Information and Management System 

APA Annual  Performance  Agreement 

APCTT Asian and Pacific Centre for Transfer of Technology 

ADB Asian Development Bank 

ADF Asian Development Fund 

AHN Asian Highway Network 

AIIB Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank 

APFSD Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development Goals 

AusAID Australian Agency for International Development. 

BSTF Bangladesh ς Sweden Trust Fund 

BBS Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics  

BCIC Bangladesh Chemical Industries Corporation 

BDF Bangladesh Development Forum 

BGMEA Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and Exporters Association  

BKMEA Bangladesh Knitwear Manufacturers and Exporters Association 

BMWSSP Bangladesh Municipal Water Supply and Sanitation Project 

BIDA Bangladesh Investment Development Authority 

BPC Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation 

BSFP Blanket Supplementary Feeding Programme 

CDMC Cash and Debt Management Committee 

CIES Center for International Economic Studies 

CHT Chittagong Hill Tracts 

CPS Colombo Plan Secretariat 

CPSC Colombo Plan Staff College 

CFMM Commonwealth Finance Ministers Meeting 

COL Concessional OCR Loan 

CONE Convention of Non-resident Bangladesh Engineers 

CPF Country Partnership Framework 

CP Country Programme 

CPF Country Programming Framework 

CPM Country Programming Mission 

COSOP Country Strategic Opportunities Programme 

DMFAS Debt Management and Financial Analysis System 

DPHE Department of Public Health Engineering 

DE Development Effectiveness 

DSIP Dhaka Sanitation Improvement Project 

DOAG Development Objective Grant Agreement 
SHGD secivreS htlaeH fo lareneG etarotceriD 
DRGA Debt Relief Grant Assistance 

DRGA-CF Debt Relief Grant Assistance-Counter Cyclical Fund 

EDCF Economic Development Cooperation Fund 

EGCB Electricity Generation Company of Bangladesh 

e-voucher Electronic Voucher 

EFWA Energy Framework Agreement 
 

Acronyms Abbreviations 

EIF Enhanced Integrated Framework 

ERD Economic Relations Division 

EU European Union 



ix 

 

EBA Everything But Arms 

EVI Economic Vulnerability Index 

FAMS Foreign Aid Management System  

FSSP Field Support Services Project 

FAO Food and Agriculture Organisation 

FbF Forecast-based Financing  

FFP Food Friendly Programme 

FDMN Forcibly Displaced Myanmar Nationals 

FABA Foreign Aid Budget and Accounts 

FTA Free Trade Agreement 

FY Financial Year 

GBV Gender Based Violence 

GED General Economic Division 

GEF Global Environment Facility 

GoB Government of Bangladesh 

GPEDC Global Partnership for Effective Development Cooperation 

GNI Gross National Income 

GCF Green Climate Fund 

GRS Grievance Redress System 

HAI Human Assessment Index 

HSD  secivreS htlaeHDivision 

HPNSP Health, Nutrition and Population Sector Programme 

HLPF High-Level Political Forum 

ECOSOC Economic and Social Council 

ICT Information and Communication Technology 

IDCOL Infrastructure Development Company Limited 

IDA International Development Association 

IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development 

ITFC International Islamic Trade Finance Corporation 

ILO International Labour Organisation 

IMO International Maritime Organisation 

IOM International Organisation for Migration 

ICVGD Investment Component for Vulnerable Group Development 

ICD Islamic Corporation for the Development of the Private Sector 

IsDB Islamic Development Bank 

ISFD Islamic Solidarity Fund for Development 

IPoA Istanbul Programme of Action 

JDS Japan Human Resource Development Scholarship 

JDCF Japan Debt Cancellation Fund 

JC Joint Commission 
JEC Joint Economic Commission 

JPY Japanese Yen 
 

 

Acronyms Abbreviations 

K4DM Knowledge for Development Management 

KSP Knowledge Sharing Programme 

KFIRI Korea Fixed Income Research Institute 

KIAT Korea Institute for Advancement of Technology 

KOICA Korea International Cooperation Agency 

KDI Korean Development Institute 

KFAED Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development 

https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en


x 

 

LMA Lactating Mothers Allowance 

LDC Least Developed Countries 

LoC Line of Credit 
DGL noisiviD tnemnrevoG lacoL 
DEGL tnemtrapeD gnireenignE tnemnrevoG lacoL 
LIBOR London Inter-Bank Offered Rate 

MA Maternal Allowance 

MoA Ministry of Agriculture 

MoU Memorandum of Understanding 

MoDMR Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief 

MoHFW Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 

MoPME Ministry of Primary and Mass Education 

MoWCA Ministry of Women and Children Affairs 

MCBP Mother and Child Benefit Programme 

MIP Multiannual Indicative Programme 

MDTF Multi-Donor Trust Fund 
CCN noitaroproC ytiC jnagnayaraN 
NDA National Designated Authority 

NHDR National Human Development Report 

NIS National Integrity Strategy 

NRC New Resident Coordinator 

NRB Non-Resident Bangladesh 

NDF Nordic Development Fund 

ODA Official Development Assistance 

OFID OPEC Fund for International Development 

OCR Ordinary Capital Resources 

OFDI Outward Foreign Direct Investment 

PKSF Palli Karma Sahayak Foundation 
BCGP hsedalgnaB fo ynapmoC dirG rewoP 
PDPP Preliminary Development Project Proposal 

PPP Public Private Partnership  

PSC Public Service Commission 

PSIDP Private Sector Infrastructure Development Project  

RETA Regional Technical Assistance 

R-CDTA Regional-Capacity Development Technical Assistance 

RADP Revised Annual Development Programme 
DHTR noisiviD syawhgiH dna tropsnarT daoR 
DHR tnemtrapeD syawhgiH dna sdaoR 

 

Acronyms Abbreviations 

RPSF Rural Poor Stimulus Facility 

RoK The Republic of Korea 

SDF SAARC Development Fund 

SFD Saudi Arabia/Saudi Fund for Development 

SREP Scaling-up Renewable Energy Project 

SIR SDG Implementation Report 

SMEP Site Maintenance Engineering Project 

SMVT Slow Moving Vehicular Traffic 

SMEs Small and Medium-sized Enterprises 

SDP Small Development Projects 

SWU {ƻƻƪƳȅǳƴƎ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘy 

SASEC South Asia Sub-regional Economic Cooperation 



xi 

 

SHS Solar Home System 

SSC South-South Cooperation 

SoD Standing Orders on Disaster 

SCF Strategic Climate Fund 

SREDA Sustainable and Renewable Energy Development Authority 

SDGs Sustainable Development Goals 

SCD Systematic Country Diagnostic 

TSFP Targeted Supplementary Feeding Programme 

TPRM Tripartite Portfolio Review Meeting 

UNDS UN Development System 

UNRC UN Resident Coordinator 

UNCDF United Nations Capital Development Fund 

UNDP United Nations Development Programme 

UNFPA United Nations Populations Fund 

UNOPS United Nations Office for Project Services 

UNICEF ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ CǳƴŘ 

ADFD United Arab Emirates/Abu Dhabi Fund for Development 

UNDAF United Nations Development Assistant Framework 

UNESCAP United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 

UNESCO United Nations Education, Scientific and Cultural Organisation 

UNEP United Nations Environment Programme 

UNFCCC United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organisation 

USAID United States Agency for International Development 

USDA United States Department of Agriculture 

USD United States Dollar 

VNR Voluntary National Review 

VGD Vulnerable Group Development 

WFP World Food Programme 

WBG World Bank Group 

  

 

 

 



xii  

 

 

Contributors 

 

 

All the officers of Economic Relations Division 

 

 

 

 



xiii  

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 1 

 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE ECONOMIC  

RELATIONS DIVISION 

 

 



xiv 

 



xv 

 



1 

 



1 

 

1.1 Vision and Mission of Economic Relations Division 

 

 

              Vision                    Mission 

  

 

                            

 

 

 

                        

 

Sustainable socio-economic 

development 

Management of foreign assistance 

and support to the implementation 

of the national development 

strategy through strengthening 

relations with development partners 
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1.2 Major Functions of Economic Relations Division 
 

 

Economic Relations Division (ERD) is one of the four Divisions of the Ministry of Finance 

(MoF), Government of the Peopleôs Republic of Bangladesh. The External Resources 

Division was renamed as the  Economic Relations Division in 1990.  
 

ERD is responsible for mobilising external resources for the socio-economic development of 

Bangladesh. This division leads as the focal point of the Government for interfacing with the 

development partners as well as for coordination of all external assistance inflows into the 

country. It assesses the needs of external assistance, devises a strategy for negotiations and 

mobilising foreign assistance, formalises and enables assistance mobilisation through the 

signing of loans and grants agreements, determines and executes external economic policy.  
 

The functions of ERD are:  
 

1. Assessment, mobilisation, negotiation and allocation of all multilateral and bilateral 

economic assistance for implementation of development projects under the ADP; 

2.  Examination and scrutiny of proposals for foreign development assistance (loans, 

grants, etc.) received from ministries/divisions for allocation and identification of 

sources thereof; 

3. Mobilisation, negotiation  and allocation of external assistance relating to food and 

commodity assistance from bilateral and multilateral sources;  

4. Coordination and processing for approval of all technical assistance programmes 

including assessment of requirement of negotiation with bilateral development 

partners and multilateral agencies;  

5. Policies and procedure for appointment of expatriate consultants and technical 

assistance experts:  

6. Coordination, review, and monitoring of the utilisation of foreign assistance;  

7. Foreign Debt Management including Debt Profiling and Budgeting, Debt Servicing 

and maintenance of accounts thereof;  

8. Organise Bangladesh Development Forum (BDF) and follow up activities regarding 

BDF. 

9. Preparation of Foreign Exchange Budgeting (other than cash foreign exchange 

budgeting). 

10. Acting as Co-chair of Local Consultative Group (LCG) comprising heads of 

Development Partners / Organisations working in Bangladesh.  

11. Issues related to foreign assistance policy with Non-Governmental Organisations 

(NGOs) and Foreign Assistance Organisations. 

12. All international agreements involving financial, economic and technical cooperation: 

Joint Commission/Joint Economic Commission, Joint Economic Committee, 

Economic and Technical Cooperation Agreements, etc., dealing predominantly with 

economic and financial issues:  

13. Liaise with Resident Missions of multilateral agencies and bilateral development 

partner countries;  

14. Administration of Economic Wings of Bangladesh Missions abroad and appointment 

of officers and staff thereof;   
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15. Preparation of briefs and materials on financial and economic queries relating to 

Bangladesh's participation in the United Nations and allied organisations, 

Commonwealth Conference, Non-allied Conference, Organisation of Islamic 

Conference, South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC); etc.  

16. Programming, nomination, and management of fellowships, scholarship and foreign 

training offers from bilateral and multilateral sources. 

 

1.3. Organisational Structure 
 

The Secretary, ERD, is the Administrative Head and the Principal Accounting Officer of 

this division. The distribution of works in ERD is divided into 10 (Ten) Wings. Each Wing 

comprises of Branches and Sections.  
 

Brief about the functions and activities of the Wings, Branches, and Sections are mentioned 

below:  
 

Wing-1: America and Japan  

Two Branches; (i) Two Duty Posts; Two Supernumerary Branches (ii) Three Sections  
 

Wing-2: World Bank  

Three Branches (Duty Posts) (i) Six Supernumerary Branches (ii) one Section.  

Wing-3: Administration and Middle East 

Two (2) Branches (Duty Posts), (i) One Supernumerary Branches (ii) Ten Sections.  

Wing-4: United Nation 

Two (2) Branches (Duty Posts) and five Supernumerary Branches.  

Wing-5: Asian Development Bank (ADB)  

Two Branches (Duty Posts), (i) Two Supernumerary Branches (ii) three Sections.  

Wing-6: Coordination and Nordic 

Three Branches (Duty Posts), (i) Three Supernumerary Branches (ii) Three Sections.  
 

Wing-7: Europe  

Two Branches (Duty Posts) (i) Four Supernumerary Branches.  
 

Wing-8: Asia and JEC, Fellowship and Foundation  

Two Branches (Duty Posts), (i) Two Supernumerary Branches (ii) five Sections.  

 

Wing 9; Foreign Aid Budget and Accounts (FABA) & ICT  

Two Branches (Duty Posts), (i) four Supernumerary Branches (ii) three Sections.  
 

Wing-10: Development Effectiveness  

Three Branches (Duty Posts), (i) six Supernumerary Branches (ii) one Section.  

 

In addition, ERD has 9 (nine) Economic Wings in Bangladesh Missions Abroad which are as 

follows:  

1. Economic Wing, Permanent Mission of Bangladesh to the UN, New York, USA 

2. Economic Wing, Embassy of the People's Republic of Bangladesh, Washington DC, 

USA  

3. Economic Wing, Embassy of the People's Republic of Bangladesh, Tokyo, Japan  

4. Economic Wing, Embassy of the People's  Republic of Bangladesh, Riyadh, 

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA) 
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5. Economic Wing, Embassy of the People's Republic of Bangladesh, Rome, Italy  

6. Economic Wing, Embassy of the People's Republic of Bangladesh, Brussels, 

Belgium 

7. Economic Wing, Embassy of the People's Republic of Bangladesh, Bangkok, 

Thailand  

8. Economic Wing, Embassy of the People's Republic of Bangladesh, Beijing, China  

9. Economic Wing, High Commission of the People's Republic of Bangladesh, New 

Delhi, India. 
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1.4 Medium-term Strategic Objectives and Significant Activities 

1.4.1 Organisational budget (Thousand BDT) 

SL Description Budget  
2019-2020 

Budget 2019-
2020 (Revised) 

Budget 
2020-2021 

Projection 

2021-2022 2022-2023 

1. Operational  160158441 185684200 203757600 224133400 

2. Development  818800 574800 632300 695500 

Total 160326200 160977241 186259000 204389900 224828900 

 

1.4.2 Medium Term Strategic Objectives and Activities  

Medium Term Strategic Objectives Activities 

1 2 

1. Support to achieve targets of five year 
plan and SDGs through mobilization of 
external resources.  

¶ Ease disbursement of committed 
external loans and the process of signing 
agreement and mobilize grants  

¶ Negotiation with development partners  

¶ Confirm the utilization of Foreign Aid. 

2. Maintain sustainable external debt ¶ Develop and implement Aid 
management system  

¶ External debt servicing  

¶ Analyze cost of loans 

3. Improve economic relations with 
development partners 

¶ Develop, implement and monitor Joint 
/ƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ά{ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ όW/{ύ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
Paris, Accra, Busan Declaration 
framework 

¶ Organize Bangladesh Development 
Forum(BDF) meetings and monitor 
follow-up actions 

¶ Raise voice in various international 
forums about the negative effects of 
climate change and mobilize resources 
from various international climate funds 

¶ Expedite international agreements 
signing by organizing Joint Economic 
Commission (JEC) meeting.  
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1.5 Overall Scenario of Foreign Assistance Management FY 2019-20 
 

One of the main goals of the present government's long-term development plan is to establish 

Bangladesh as a middle-income country by 2021. To achieve this goal, the government has 

placed special emphasis on increasing investment in the development sector. Considering the 

constraints on providing resources from internal sources, foreign assistance is essential in the 

current financial management to meet investment demand as per development goals. 

Bangladeshôs total investment target was set at 8.6% of GDP in the budget of the financial 

year. The government's budget deficit was set to be financed by a net foreign assistance of 

2.4% of GDP. Under the Government's Rules of Business, ERD is concerned with the 

search and collection of foreign assistance. 
 

Bangladesh has already attained the lower middle-income country category and is well-

poised to achieve its vision of reaching the middle-income country status by 2021. It is an 

outcome of the prudent fiscal policy and financial management of the government. To reach 

the middle-income country level by 2021, according to the 7
th 

Five-Year Plan, the GDP 

growth rate should gradually increase from 6.5% to 8% in 2020 fiscal year (average 7.4% 

from 2016 to 2020). Therefore, the investment which was 32.8% in 2019-20, should also 

gradually increase to 34.4% of GDP in FY 2020. Furthermore, the collection and effective 

utilisation of foreign assistance is essential to meet the investment demand in consideration of 

the FY 2020. ERD is striving to collect significant foreign assistance to accomplish the 

investment needs in the social front, including electricity, transportation, physical 

infrastructure, education and health. 
 

Commitments received from last five fiscal years, i.e. from 2015-16 to 2019-20 amounts 

USD 59.61 billion, which is an average of USD 11.92 billion per FY. At the same time, the 

disbursement of foreign assistance amounts USD 27.27 billion which is an average of USD 

5.45 billion per FY. The amounts of commitment and disbursement of foreign assistance in 

the FY 2019-20 are USD 9.724 billion and USD 7.121 (provisional) billion respectively, 

which is the highest disbursement in the post-independence period.  
 

 

1.5.1 The achievements of the overall activities of ERD in FY 2019-20 
 

Foreign Assistance Mobilisation  
 

Under the Foreign Assistance Collection Programme, a total commitment of USD 9.724 

million has been signed in FY 2019-20. Of these, the grant amount and the loan amount are 

USD 502.28 million and USD 9222.14 million, respectively. The target for foreign assistance 

(commitment) was set at USD 6000.00 million in the FY 2019-20, against which the 

commitment was achieved by 162.07%. During this fiscal year, the highest foreign assistance 

(commitment) amounting USD 1798.86 milli on was received from the ADB among the 

multilateral development partners.  

 

The maximum commitments were received from Japan among the bilateral development 

partners, amounting to USD 3117.77 million. Most of the total commitment to foreign 

assistance has come from the bilateral sources. The rate of commitments from multilateral 

and bilateral sources can be seen in Graph 1. 
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In FY 2019-20, a total of 66 agreements have been signed with 20 development partners for 

foreign assistance, of which 34 are grant agreements and 32 are loan agreements. A brief 

depiction of the agreements is cited in Appendix-I . 
 

Disbursement of Foreign Assistance 
 

In FY 2019-20, the total disbursement of foreign assistance amounts USD 7121.34 million. 

Of these, the grant and the loan amounts are USD 275.73 million and USD 6845.61 million 

respectively. The ratio of loan and grant in the total disbursements is presented in Graph 2. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the aforesaid fiscal year, the revised target for disbursement of foreign assistance as per 

RADP was USD 8324 million, against which 85.55% was disbursed. Out of this total amount 

of disbursement (FY 2019-20), USD 3647.84 million has come from the multilateral sources, 

whereas USD 3473.50 million was received from the bilateral sources. Among the multi-

lateral sources, the highest disbursement of USD 1656.40 million came from the ADB in this 

fiscal year. At the same time, Japan topped the list among all the bilateral sources with the 

disbursement amount of USD 1685.74 million. Details of total disbursement by development 

partners are presented in Appendix-II.  

In the FY 2019-20, out of foreign assistance, the amounts of food assistance and project 

assistance are USD 0.00 million and USD 7121.34 million respectively. During this time, an 

amount of USD 1000.00 million budget support was received. However, in the past few 

years, there has been no disbursement for commodity assistance. The information regarding 

the purpose of disbursement in last several years is presented in Graph-3 below: 
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Based on a primary estimate, at the end of the FY 2019-20, the amount of foreign assistance 

in the pipe line has increased around USD 49.64 billion (provisional). Out of this, an amount 

of USD 59.44 billion has been added to the foreign assistance commitment pipe line in the 

last five fiscal years, i.e. from FY 2015-16 to FY 2019-20. This amount of commitment is 

supposed to be disbursed within the next five to six years. However, since the foreign 

assistance disbursement is directly related to the implementation of the projects, the 

disbursement is largely dependent on the efficiency of the project implementing 

Ministry/Division. 
 

1.5.2 Annual Development Programme (ADP) 
 

Although the dependence on foreign assistance in financing Annual Development 

Programmes (ADPs) is steadily declining, a significant portion of such programs arestill 

being executed by foreign assistance. In the revised ADP of FY 2019-20, the amount of 

foreign assistance as project assistance amounts 32.13% of the total ADP size. A comparative 

picture of the financing ratio from the Government of Bangladesh and foreign assistance in 

the revised ADP of the last five years is shown in Graph-4. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the FY 2019-20, the allocation for project assistance in the ADP amounted BDT 71,800.00 

crore (USD 8447.00 million) while the allocation for food assistance was BDT 252.00 crore 

(USD 30.00 million). Due to the decrease in the demand for project assistance of the 

Ministries/Divisions implementing the project, the allocation of project assistance amounting 

BDT 62,000.00 crore (USD 7294.00 million) and food assistance of BDT 252.00 crore (USD 

30.00 million) was made to the revised ADP in this FY.  
 

The allocation of the project assistance to the revised ADP for the FY 2018-19 was BDT 

51,000.00 crore (USD 6071.00 million) that is, in FY 2019-20, the allocation of project 
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assistance to the revised ADP has increased by 21.56% as compared to FY 2018-19. It should 

be noted that since the independence, the allocation of project assistance in the revised ADP 

for all fiscal years has been lower than that of ADP. The allocation of project assistance in 

ADP and RADP in the last five FYs is displayed in Graph-5. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The total number of foreign-assistance projects in the revised ADPs in FY 2019-20 is 320, 

out of which 114 are technical assistance projects and 206 are investment projects. In this FY, 

an amount of BDT 61200.99 crore was allocated for investment projects, while BDT 799.01 

crore was allocated for technical assistance projects. No allocation has been reserved for 

special needs. A comparative allocation ratio of project assistance is cited in Graph-6. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As in the last FYs, project assistance was allocated to 17 sectors in the FY 2019-20 where 

transport, science and ICT sectors received the highest allocation of foreign assistance. The 

information of top five sectors with the maximum allocation of foreign assistance in the 

revised ADP in FY 2019-20, is specified in Graph-7. 
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The allocation of sector-wise project assistance in the revised ADP for this FY is shown in 

Appendix-III . On the other hand, the Ministry of Science and Technology has received 

highest support from the Ministry/Division-wise allocation. Appendix-IV  contains the 

information of the Ministry/Division-wise allocation.  

 

Initiatives to increase the use of project support 
 

ERD has been continuously taking various initiatives to ensure maximum utilisation of 

project assistance allocated to ADP projects. For the past few years, quarterly tripartite 

portfolio meetings, at the Wing-level, have been held with Ministries/Divisions and 

development partners. Slow moving projects are being identified in view of the pace of the 

disbursement of foreign assistance during the time period after the signing of the agreement. 

These projects are being reviewed at quarterly tripartite portfolio meetings. Moreover, there 

are biennial meetings at the Secretary-level and annual meetings at the Honôble Finance 

Minister's level to review the progress of the most allocated projects. Apart from these 

initiatives, the progress of the project implementation is monitored through a series of 

inspections for identifying the problems that may arise during implementation of the projects. 

All these initiatives taken by ERD plays a vital role towards increasing the utilisation of 

project assistance allocated in favor of ADP-based projects. The information about the 

utilisation of project assistance is presented in Graph-8. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Fast Track Project Monitoring Committee was constituted under the Chairmanship of the 

Hon'ble Prime Minister on 15 May 2013 to accelerate the implementation of nationally 

important and major projects. After the formation of the committee, a total of five meetings 

have been held till June 2019. Padma Multipurpose Bridge Project, 2X600 MW MOITRI 
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Super Thermal Power (Rampal) Project, Ruppur Nuclear Power Plant Establishment Project, 

Dhaka Mass Rapid Transit Development (Metro Rail) Project, LNG Floating, Storage and 

Regasification Unit Construction Project, Paira Deep Sea Port Construction Project, 

Matarbari 2X600 MW Ultra Super Critical Coad Fired-Power Project, Padma Multipurpose 

Bridge Rail Link Project and Dohazari-Ramu Cox's Bazar & Ramu-Myanmar Ghundum 

Single Line Dual ï gauge track construction project have been identified as nine fast track 

projects. A Fast track project monitoring task force has been set up to closely monitor the 

activities of these projects. 

 

External Debt Management 
 

ERD manages foreign debt of the government. This Division has been using the 

internationally standardised software óDebt Management Financial Analysis Systemô 

(DMFAS) for the last 12 years to facilitate the task of debt management. Bangladesh's ability 

to manage foreign debt has attained the global standard. Currently, most of the foreign 

borrowings taken by the government are medium and long-term loans, which are usually of a 

concessional nature. An analysis of the government's debt repayment data from a foreign 

source shows that the net flow of foreign debt has increased by 13.18% in this FY as 

compared to the previous fiscal. Graph-9 specifies the data of foreign debt flows of the past 

few years. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.5.3 Debt Servicing 
 

ERD manages foreign debt repayment activities. The Division has paid a total of USD 

1726.22 million against foreign debts to the development partners in the FY 2019-20. Of 

these, the principal amount is USD 1269.53 million while interest is USD 456.69 million. In 

this FY, the budget allocation for foreign loan repayments was USD 1850.00 million. It 

should be noted that since independence, Bangladesh has been able to repay the loan in due 

time. Even Bangladesh never requires applying for re-scheduling of installments in 

repayment of loans.  

 

1.5.4 Debt Sustainability 
 

Several indicators are used globally to determine the sustainability of foreign debt. One of the 

most prevalent indicators is the foreign loan status and the comparative analysis of the 
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country's GDP, export earnings, revenue income with the repayments of principals & 

interests. To this end, the World Bank and IMF have determined the risk borderline of debt 

sustainability indicators for the developing countries. A comparative picture of Bangladeshôs 

foreign debt sustainability indicators for the FY 2015-16, 2016-17, 2017-18& 2018-19 are 

presented below: 

 

Table 1:  

Indicators  Foreign Debt to Debt Service  to 

Financial Year GDP Export 

plus 

Remittanc

e 

Revenu
e 

Export 

plus 

Remittanc

e 
2015-16  13.2%  56.2%  10.8 % 4.6%  

2016-17 12.8 % 63.6 % 7.9 % 4.0 % 

2017-18 13.9 % 68.6 % 8.3 % 3.9 % 

2018-19  14.7 % 70.4% 9.4 % 4.4% 

Threshold Level  40% 150% 30% 20% 

 

The above index analysis specifies that the foreign debt sustainability of Bangladesh is far 

below the maximum risk limit. It revealsthat Bangladesh's foreign debt sustainability is at a 

satisfactory level. This has also been reflected in the published observations of credit rating 

institutions such as Moody's Investors Service (Moody's), Standard and Poor's (S&P) and 

Fitch Ratings. These organisations have placed Bangladesh in the same sovereign debt index 

in their reports. In this rating list, Moody's, S&P and Fitch have also termed Bangladesh's 

credit situation stable by providing Ba3, BB- and BB- ratings respectively this year.  

 

Initiatives taken to reduce the risk of non-concessional loans 
 

Additional investment demand has been created to achieve the target of establishing 

Bangladesh as a middle-income country by 2021. On the other hand, due to the slowdown in 

the global economy, the complexity of Europe-centric debt and the changing geopolitical 

context, the sources of flexible debt have shrunk.  
 

In addition, as the state-owned enterprises and autonomous organisations are taking non-

concessional loans against government guarantees, the risk of foreign debts is increasing 

steadily. The Standing Committee on Non-Concessional Loan (SCNCL) was constituted with 

the chairmanship of the Hon'ble Finance Minister on 31 May 1980 to examine and approve 

the flexibility of the loan in a process consistent with the international best practice for 

mitigation of risk of hard conditions. Foreign loans with less than 35% grant element are 

required to be presented to this Committee for examination and approval. This Committee 

scrutinizes and approves the non-concessional loan proposals. SCNCL has approved the 

proposal for taking fifteen non-concessional loans in the FY 2019-20. It is mentionable that a 

total of 55 proposals for non-concessional loans has been approved till June 2020.  

 

1.5.5 Policy and Procedural Reforms 
 

Foreign Assistance Management System (FAMS) is a web-based application software 

developed for intensive monitoring and the accelerating the management of foreign 
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assistance. Project implementing Ministries/Divisions/Agencies and Bangladesh Bank, CGA 

offices and every foreign assistance projects are connected to this system online. Through this 

software, the overall management and reporting of foreign assistance, including the collection 

and usage of foreign assistance, monitoring of disbursements and formulation of ADPs, are 

being carried out. The running software is in the process of being connected to IBAS++, 

AIMS, including other systems developed by the Planning Division and IMED. A second 

phase of the project is underway to make the system more user-friendly and upgraded. 
 

To expedite the implementation, ensure proper preparation and to carry out the preparatory 

work of the project within the stipulated time, the 'Allocation and Management Policy of the 

project preparatory work' and 'Checklist of the preparatory work of the project' have been 

formulated. It has already been published in the Gazette and sent to all Ministries/Divisions.  

 

Future Plans 
 

Targets related to commitment and utilisation of foreign assistance and debt repayment for 

the FY 2020-21; 
 

1. The foreign assistance commitment target of USD 6,000.00 million has been 

estimated; 
 

2. The foreign assistance disbursement target is estimated at USD 8319 million; 

3. In the ADP, a total of BDT 70,502 crore has been allocated for the project 

assistance in favour of 308 (technical 103+ investment 205) foreign assistance 

projects; and 

 

4. For the repayment of foreign loan and loan interest, a total of BDT 18,275 

crore has been allocated in the budget. 
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2.1. Wing-1: America and Japan 

United States of America (USA) 
 

United States of America (USA) is a trusted Development Partner of Bangladesh since 1974. 

An agreement titled ñEconomic, Technical and Related Assistanceò was signed between 

Bangladesh and USA in 1974. USA provides most of their development assistance through 

United States Agency for International Development (USAID) and United States Department 

of Agriculture (USDA). To date, US Government has provided assistance of more than USD 

7.00 billion to Bangladesh. 
  

Development Objective Grant Agreement (DOAG) was signed between USAID and ERD on 

14 August, 2012 amounting USD 571.72 million. At present, USAID is assisting Bangladesh 

in the areas of Agriculture, Food Security, Health and Education, Climate Change, 

Democracy and Good Governance through 66 ongoing Development Projects. In 2019-20, 

USD 156.86 million was disbursed under DOAG and the total assistance under DOAG 

increased to USD 1.331 billion. Besides, under Covid-19 Emergency Response fund, USD 37 

million has been released through several NGOôs. USDA funded project titled ñCommittee 

for Scrutinizing, Monitoring and Evaluation of Biotech Research Projectsò is being 

implemented now. Various Research Programmes under Biotech Research Project for the 

invention of salinity and Submergence  Tolerant Rice Variation, Experimentation of the 

germs of tuberculosis from animal to humans and vice versa are being implemented now. 
 

Canada 
 

Since 1986, a project titled ñProgramme Support Unitò financed by Canada has been 

entrusted with the responsibility of monitoring, evaluating and inspecting the projects. To 

initiate the ñField Support Services Project (FSSP)ò replacing ñProgramme Support Unit 

Projectò, a Memorandum of Understanding was signed between the Government of Canada 

and Bangladesh on 2
nd

 May 2017 to provide support of 9.7 million Canadian Dollar. 
 

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare is implementing a project titled óHuman Resource for 

Health Projectô with the grant assistance of 197.00 million Canadian dollar of the 

Government of Canada. The main objective of this project is to improve the maternal and 

neonatal health condition of the poor through producing efficient and skilled nurses. Besides, 

a non-profitable organisation of Canada named Grand Challenges Canada has committed 

funding 01.00 million Canadian dollar to Bangladesh under the project entitled 

ñStrengthening Babies Brainsò of Ministry of Child and Women Affairs. 
 

Japan 
 

Japan provides assistance to different sectors like power, transport, communication, 

agriculture, health, education, environment and human resource development for the 

economic development of Bangladesh. During 1972 to June 2020, Japan has committed 

financial support of more than USD 24.00 billion as Project Assistance, Food assistance and 

Commodity assistance to Bangladesh in the form of grants, loans and technical assistance. In 

2019-20, 31 projects under Japanese ODA loan 8 projects under Japanese grant and 35 

technical assistance projects in progress. The on-going Loan, Grant and Technical 

Cooperation Projects under financing agreements are cited in Annexure-1 (I-III) . 

 
In FY 2019-20, Government of Japan has provided pledge of JPY 338,247 million (approx. 

USD 3.15 billion/BDT 26,765.67 crore) for the following 7 projects under Japan's 41
st 

ODA 

Loan Package. 

(a) Dhaka Mass Rapid Transit Development Project (Line5 northern route) (I) 

(b) Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport Expansion Project (II) 

(c) Dhaka Mass Rapid Transit Development Project (Line 6)(IV)  
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(d) Jamuna Railway Bridge Construction Project (II) 

(e) Chattogram-Coxôs Bazar Highway Improvement Project (E/S) 

(f) Food Value Chain Improvement Project 

(g) Urban Development and City Governance Project 
 

An Exchange Note of JPY 500 million (approx BDT 38.36 Crore) on ñEconomic and Social 

Development Programmeò project was signed on 27 January, 2020 between the LGD and 

Japan. This Project will be implemented by the Department of Public Health Engineering 

under the Local Government Division (LGD). 
 

Under Japan Debt Cancellation Fund (JDCF) BDT 1190.20 lac was allocated for a single on-

going project of Local Government Engineering Department (LGED) under the LGD in ADP 

for 2019-20 while BDT 1396.00 lac was allocated in Revised Annual Development 

Programme (RADP). 
 

  
An Exchange Note of JPY 500 million (approx BDT 38.36 Crore) on ñEconomic and Social Development 

Programmeò project was signed on 27 January, 2020 between the LGD and Japan. 
 

 

Under DRGA and DRGA-CF while BDT 6321.77 lac has been allocated against 08 projects 

of different Ministries/Division and BDT 22,562.52 lac has been allocated against 11 projects 

of different Ministries/Divisions in ADP and RADP respectively. 
 

Japan Human Resource Development Scholarship (JDS) Project has been implemented by 

ERD since 2001 and it will be completed in 2025. Total estimated cost of the project is BDT 

43108.05 lac in which GoBôs contribution is BDT 528.25 lac and Japanese assistance is BDT 

42579.80 lac. So far, Japan has provided JPY 5987.00 million as grant for this project. The 

main objective of the project is to provide opportunity for the Class 1 officials of Bangladesh 

Civil Service and Bangladesh Bank to study Masters and Ph.D Courses in Japan to contribute 

to countryôs development by applying their knowledge on return. 
 

Under this Programme, 325 officers successfully completed their Masterôs programme from 

renowned Japanese universities and returned to Bangladesh. A total of 64 officials of 17
th
, 

18
th
 and Ph.D (58 for Masters and 6 for Ph.D) are presently studying in Japan. Selection is 

made through open competition among eligible officers. JDS fellows can pursue Master's and 

Ph.D Degree in the following areas under JDS Programme:  
 

¶ Enhancement of Capacity for Public Administrative Government 

¶ Enhancement of Legal Capacity and Policy 

¶ Enhancement of Capacity for Urban and Rural Planning and Policy 

¶ Enhancement of Capacity for Policy Planning of Public Finance, Investment 

Management and Economic Growth 

 

The Government of Japan also provides short term trainings for different Government 

officials. In FY 2019-2020, 155 officials were provided training through Japanese grants 

assistance. 



17 

 

 

 

2.2. Wing-2: World Bank 
 

2.2.1. Background. 
 

The World Bank Wing of the ERD manages and coordinates all the financial assistance/loan 

processing activities of the World Bank to ensure adequate funding for the important 

development projects of the Government of Bangladesh. 

 

 In line with the 7th Five Year Plan, the World Bank has prepared 'Systematic Country 

Diagnostic (SCD)ô as an integral part of the new Country Partnership Framework (CPF) for 

Bangladesh. The ongoing CPF will expire in FY 2020-21. CPF involves the following areas:  
 

a) Energy Sector; 

b) Inland Connectivity and Logistics; 

c) Regional and Global Integration;  

d) Urbanisation   

e) Adaptive Delta Management 

 

In addition, the World Bank will gradually increase its cooperation in conducting macro-

economic stability and related cross-cutting challenges; human development, institutions and 

business environment for sustainable development. The World Bankôs International 

Development Association (IDA)) has committed USD 32.828 billion in loans / grants and 

disbursed USD 22.00 billion  since independence. Currently, there are 57 projects worth 

around USD 14.00 billion  under the World Bank financing, including trust funds.  
 

The World Bank's funding has been steadily increasing for the development projects in 

Bangladesh. A total of USD 0.976 billion financing has been signed with the World Bank in 

the last FY, and about USD 1.3 billion has been disbursed during the year. It is noteworthy 

that the WB accounts for 29% of the total external resources received by Bangladesh since 

independence. 
 

01. Bangladesh Health Sector Support Project  
A grant agreement was signed on 26/10/2019 to provide USD 20.48 million grant in support 

of the Bangladesh Health Sector Support Project Grant Agreement for a Multi-Development 

Partner Trust Fund (MDTF) TF0A 6941 under the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 

(MoH&FW). The implementation period of the project is from January 2018 to June 2022. It 

is mentionable that the main agreements for the implementation of the 4
th 

Health, Population 

and Nutrition (4
th 

HPNSP) programme were signed with the World Bank on August 26, 2017 

for a loan to the USD 500.00 million and a grant of USD 15.00 million.  The main objective 

of this project is to ensure health and well-being for citizens of Bangladesh by expanding 

access to equality and equitable healthcare in a healthy and safe living environment. 

 

02. Covid-19 Emergency Response and Pandemic Preparedness Project  
 

The World Bank has provided USD 100.00 million as loan for the COVID-19 Emergency 

Response and Pandemic Preparedness Project to be implemented by the MoH&FW. To this 

end, an agreement was signed between the Government of Bangladesh and the World Bank 

on 10 April, 2020. Ms. Fatima Yasmin, Secretary, ERD and Mercy Miyang Tembon, Country 

Director, World Bank Dhaka Office, from the World Bank signed the agreement on behalf 

of their respective sides. The main goals of this project are to: 
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i) Improve capabilities in the areas of surveillance, case investigation and deployment 

of rapid response teams for óCOVID-19ô cases and / or suspected cases; 

ii) Enhance health services to ensure effective clinical management of COVID-19 

confirmed and suspected cases and 

iii) Enhance capacity for future Public Health Emergencies of International Concern 

(PHEIC). 

 

03. Health and Gender Support Project 

 

The World Bank has provided USD 150.00 million in grants for the implementation of the 

Health and Gender Support Project under the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. The 

agreement was signed between the Government of Bangladesh and the World Bank on 

04/08/2020 Ms. Fatima Yasmin, Secretary, ERD and World Bank Miyang Tembon, Country 

Director, World Bank Dhaka Office signed the agreement on behalf of their respective sides. 

The local people of Coxôs Bazar are severely affected for the forcibly Displaced Rohingya 

Population (DRP). The World Bank provides the grant to help the DRPs including the local 

population, in education and health sector. The main objectives of this project are: 

 

(i) Strengthening integrated Health, Nutrition and Population (HNP) and Gender 

Based Violence (GBV) response services in all tiers of health care and in the 

Displaced Rohingya Population (DRP) camps: Supporting the delivery HNP 

& GBV response services, in all tiers of health facilities of Cox's Bazar 

District. 

 

(ii)  Strengthening government systemôs capacity to deliver enhanced services in 

Coxôs Bazaar District: Supporting different governmentôs system capacity to 

service delivery in Coxôs Bazar fully functional. 
 

04. Scaling-up Renewable Energy Project (SREP) for Bangladesh: 

Renewable Energy is an easy solution to ensure access to electricity for all in Off Grid Areas. 

To increase the generation of renewable energy by using Solar PV, SREP, the first of its kind 

was signed between Bangladesh and the World Bank on 29 August, 2019. The implementing 

agencies are: Sustainable and Renewable Energy Development Authority (SREDA), 

Electricity Generation Company of Bangladesh (EGCB) and Infrastructure Development 

Company Limited (IDCOL).  

 

The Project is financed by a USD 156.00 million IDA credit and USD 26.38 million loan and 

USD 2.87 million grant from the Scaling-up Renewable Energy Programme of the Strategic 

Climate Fund (SCF). The Project is designed as a package of financial instruments, resource 

assessment, technical assistance and capacity building to address challenges on scaling up 

renewable energy in Bangladesh.  

 

Main objectives: (1) Increase installed generation capacity of renewable energy and reduce 

dependency on fossil fuel & carbon emission; (2) De-risk further investment in similar sites 

and 3) Encourage private sector participation by addressing the barriers related to lack of 

implementation experience and institutional capacities. In addition, recognising the acute land 

scarcity in Bangladesh, the component supports opening and scaling-up the rooftop solar PV 

market.  
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05. Bangladesh Municipal Water Supply and Sanitation Project (BMWSSP) 

 

On 30 October 2019, a Financing Agreement of SDR 72.20 million equivalent to USD 

100.00 million as loan has been signed between Bangladesh and IDA of the World Bank 

Group to implement "Bangladesh Municipal Water Supply and Sanitation Project 

(BMWSSP)".  The project will close on 30 June 2023. 
 

Main objectives: 
 

1. Supply of potable water in the prescribed 30 (thirty) municipalities 

2. Establishment of improved sewerage system 

3. Increase the capacity of municipalities to provide services. 

 

 

06. Dhaka Sanitation Improvement Project (DSIP) 

 

On 30 June 2020, a Financing Agreement of USD 170.00 million as loan has been signed 

between Bangladesh and IDA of the World Bank Group to implement "Dhaka Sanitation 

Improvement Project (DSIP)". Ms. Fatima Yasmin, Secretary, ERD and Ms. Mercy Miyang 

Tembon, Country Director, of the World Bank Dhaka Office signed the agreement on behalf 

of their respective sides.  The closing date of the project is 30 June 2020.  

 

Main Objectives: 

¶ Formulating a long term plan for the development of sewerage system in Dhaka city 

¶ Increasing the  capacity of sanitation services in selected areas of Dhaka metropolis, 

and 

¶ Increasing the efficiency of Dhaka WASA in providing sanitation services.  

 

 

 

07. Second Programmatic Jobs Development Policy Credit (DPC-2) 

 

A Loan agreement of USD 250.00 million (Budget Support) has been signed on 21 June, 

2020 in Dhaka between Bangladesh and IDA, World Bank Group, to finance the ñSecond 

Jobs Development Policy Credit (DPC-2)ò programme. Ms Fatima Yasmin, Secretary, ERD, 

Ministry of Finance and Ms. Mercy Tembon, Country Director, World Bank, Dhaka Office, 

signed the loan agreement on behalf of their respective sides. The credit amount will have to 

be repaid in 30 years (with 5 years grace period). 

 

The Government in recent years has laid emphasized on reform and modernisation of some 

policy strategies/regulations with the involvement of various ministries/divisions/agencies of 

the Government to support extended job creation, improved job quality, and inclusive access 

to jobs for all the Bangladeshi nationals. In this context, the Government and the World Bank 

Group (WBG) have been engaged in a three-year programme of reforms for the period 2018-

2021, and the World Bank Group (WBG) agreed to extend financial assistance of USD 

750.00 million in this regard. The first programme in the series (Job DPC-1) was completed 

in FY 2018-19 where IDA provided USD 250.00 million and in its continuity, has agreed to 

provide another USD 250 million in the second programme (Job DPC-2) in the current FY 

2019-20. 
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Purpose of the Project:  

 

Under Job DPC Programme, the Government agreed to revise and update some existing 

legislations and rules; reengineering business processes which have eventually contribute 

wards to improvement of Doing Business Index of Bangladesh. Improvement of Doing 

Business Ranking will facilitate attracting new investment and thus create employment 

opportunities. This DPC tranche-2 was due to be released in FY 2020-2021. In order to 

address the adverse impacts of COVID-19, the World Bank (IDA) agreed to frontload this 

disbursement in FY 2019-2020 on request of the Government of Bangladesh. This fund will 

be utilized for emergency health related services and for implementing stimulus packages 

announced by the Honôble Prime Minister. The on-going Projects of World Bank Wing are 

cited in Annexure-2. 
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2.3. Wing-3:  Administrat ion and Middle East 
 

Administration and Middle East Wing plays the central role of internal management of ERD. 

This wing consists of two main branches namely a) Administration Branch and b) Middle 

East Branch. Administration Branch comprises eight (8) sections (01 Supernumerary branch 

and 7 sections) while Middle East Branch operates 3 sections. 
 

2.3.1. Functions of Administration Branch 
 

¶ Budget preparation; 

¶ Preparation and approval of pay, allowances and bills of ERD personnel; 

¶ Nomination of officers for both local and foreign training; 

¶ Activities related to recruitment, promotion, posting and pension etc; 

¶ Providing general services and logistics and activities related to procurement; 

¶ Resolving audit objections notified by audit teams; 

¶ Organising in-house/ internal training; 

¶ Celebration of national and  international days/events; 

¶ Payment of subscription in favour of Bangladesh Government to international 

organisations; 

¶ Activities related to appointment and deputation to ERDôs Foreign Economic Wings 

in the Bangladesh missions abroad.  

¶ Supervision of the performance of the Economic Wings; 

 

2.3.2. Training Programmes 
 

To strengthen the competence of ERD officials, training programme has been conducted by 

the ERD, RPATC and BIAM Foundation. Training Programmes includes Orientation 

Programme, Refresherôs Course and imparted trainings on E-filing, Courtesy and Conduct. A 

number of 213 employees of ERD participated in these training programmes in the financial 

year 2019-2020.    
 

2.3.3. Good Practices and Process Simplification  

 

¶ Developing a database of the retiring officers and staffs. This database has been 

linked to ERDôs website; 
 

¶ Introduction of digital identity card system along with fingerprint for all officials of 

ERD; 
 

¶ Initiation of 100% official correspondence through e-nothi (file) system.; 
 

¶ Selection of a Grievance Redress System (GRS) focal point (Joint Secretary) to 

address the objections raised by the beneficiaries/stakeholders; 
 

¶ Installation of a new Public Address (PA) sound system for the NEC-2 conference 

room; 
 

¶ Signing of an agreement to facilitate smooth internal official communication for 

annual repair and maintenance of intercom system consisting 165 lines;   
 

¶ According to APAôs instruction, all officersô personal telephone bills, internet bills of 

both BTCL (100 mbps) and private support (alternative 40 mbps) have been duly 

paid.  
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2.3.4. Activities of Economic Wings Abroad 
 

ERDôs Economic Wings are responsible for: 
 

¶ Fostering and strengthening economic relations; 

¶ Mobilising foreign resource; 

¶ Vertical and horizontal expansion of development cooperation; 

¶ Cementing relations among investors of host and recipient country; 

¶ Maintaining relations among Finance and Commerce Ministries of both countries; 

¶ Updating changes and suggesting challenges confronting the economy in the 

rapidly changing world.  

 

2.3.5 Achievements of Economic Wings 
 

 

2.3.5.1 Economic Wing, Permanent Mission to the United Nations, New York 
A) Leadership Role in UN Funds and Programmes: Bangladesh demonstrated strong 

leadership role in UN funds and programmes. Through election Bangladesh secured its 

position in the Executive Boards of UNICEF and UN-Women for 2019-2021 Period. 

Bangladesh represented Asia and Pacific Group as Vice President in the Executive Board of 

UNICEF. Bangladesh made important contributions to the Executive Boards of UN-Women, 

UNDP/UNFPA/UNOPS by sharing its experiences in reducing poverty and by achieving 

substantial projects in socio-economic development.    
 

B) Operational Activities of the UN and UNDS Reform: 2019 was very important for 

the operational segment of the UN as the new Resident Coordinator System was introduced 

in all countries as part of the UN Development System (UNDS) reform initiated by the UN 

Secretary General. Due to its role and commitment, Bangladesh secured position in the 

exclusive 10 country Core Group on Working Methods of the Executive Boards of the 

UNDP/UNFPA/UNOPS, UNICEF, UN-Women and WFP in 2018 (jointly with Republic of 

Korea representing 53 Asia Pacific member states).  
 

C) South-South Cooperation: Bangladesh continued its leading role in the field of 

South-South Cooperation in the UN. Bangladesh delegation, under the leadership of Honôble 

Foreign Minister H.E. A. K. Abdul Momen, participated at the high-level UN conference on 

South-South Cooperation (BAPA+40 conferences) in Buenos Aires, Argentina on March 

2019.  
 

D) Diaspora Business Facilitation and Image Building:  Mission facilitated at least 

four events hosted by New York based Bangladeshi business organisations during the 

Bangladesh business delegationôs visit to New York at the UN General Assembly. Mission 

also facilitated US Chamber of Commerce-Bangladesh business dialogue, which was 

attended by Honôble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and other members of her UNGA 

delegation. In September, 2019 mission facilitated participation of high-level Bangladesh 

delegation to Bangladesh Rising Conference organised by the South Asia Institute at the 

Gutman Conference Center of the Harvard University that discussed the impressive 

development successes of Bangladesh, challenges and way forward.  
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2.3.5.2 Economic Wing, Washington D.C.  
 

A) Proposed Energy Framework Agreement (EFWA) between Bangladesh and USA  
A Framework Agreement between Bangladesh and USA has been proposed in expediting 

greater energy cooperation in a series of meetings with a fruitful discussion regarding energy 

cooperation issues in the bilateral forum. 
 

B) An unexplored market for Bangladeshi goods and services and Bangladesh-

Argentina proposed free trade agreement (FTA) 
 

To expedite bilateral economic engagements, Economic Minister of the Embassy of 

Bangladesh, Washington D.C. during his visit met Argentinean high officials and expanded 

the possibly of Bangladesh-Argentina FTA.  
 

C) Branding Bangladesh 
 

Economic Minister explained Bangladeshôs potential as an emerging economy and a rising 

manufacturing and technology hub in the two highly organised gatherings featuring 

entrepreneurs, investors, corporate executives, local government officials, and NRBs at 

Miramar and Miami of Florida on 19 and 20 February 2020 jointly organised by the Embassy 

of Bangladesh, Washington D.C. and Broward County, Florida. The recent significant 

reforms of business environment, comparative advantages of doing business with/in 

Bangladesh, vibrant private sector, enormous trade and investment opportunities in the field 

of Power and Energy, ICT, Biotechnology, Pharmaceuticals, and Infrastructure etc has been 

discussed in details/thoroughly during the events. 

 

2.3.5.3 Economic Wing, Tokyo  
 

A) Conclusion of the 40
th

 Official Development Assistance (ODA) loan package 

During the VVIP visit of Honôble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina to Japan in 2019, the 40
th
 

ODA loan package of JP¥ 275,786 billion (approximately USD 2.5 billion/ BDT 21,206 crore 

were signed for 5 (five) development projects i.e. (a) Matarbari Port Development Project (I); 

(b) Matarbari Ultra Super Critical Coal Fired Power Project (v); (c) Dhaka Mass Rapid 

Transit Development Project (Line 1) (I), (d) Foreign Direct Investment Project (II); and (e) 

Energy Efficiency and Conservation Promotion Financing Project (phase 2). 

 

B) Japan Human Resources Development (JDS) Scholarships 
  

The main objective of the project is to provide opportunities for Bangladesh Civil Service 

Cadre and Bangladesh Bank officials to pursue Masters and PhD degree courses in Japan for 

enriching human resource development in Bangladesh. Under Japan Human Resources 

Development Programme, a total of 394 JDS fellows have been dispatched to Japan to study 

Masters Course since 2001. Of them, 293 officers successfully completed their courses and 5 

officers were dropped. At present, 58 officers are studying Masterôs degree at nine reputed 

universities in Japan. In addition, since 2018, six officers have been enrolled for PhD 

programme in Meiji, Ritsumeikan, Hiroshima and Yamaguchi University. 

 
 

2.3.5.4 Economic Wing, Riyadh  
 

Activities performed by the Economic Wing (2019-20) 
 

1. Initiatives have been taken to open a bank branch in Saudi Arabia; 

2. To accelerate/improve remittance activities from Saudi Arabia, a high-powered delegation 

has visited the country; 

3. Agreements have been signed with SABIC and BCIC for the purchase of fertilizers in 

Bangladesh; 
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4. Execution of Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) of Engineering Dimension Group 

with BCIC  

    for setting up of new Cement Factory and Power Plant at Chhatak Cement Factory area; 

5. Execution of Memorandum of Understanding on Power Project with ECGB and Al-Fanar  

    Company; 

6. Initiatives have been taken to encourage Bangladeshi businessmen to avail the opportunity 

from  

    100% owned companies from the Economic Development Board in Bahrain; 

7. Foodex Saudi Fair organised by EPB was a successfully completed; 

8. 04 (four) NRB conferences have been organised in Riyadh, Jeddah, Mecca and Medina of 

Saudi  

    Arabia to increase investment. Related booklets/magazines have been published and 

distributed; 

9. Establishment of Doctor's Pool against Covid-19 from March 2020 to date, inauguration of  

    Prabasbandhu Call Center, arrangement of publicity and publications in this regard, 

provision of  

    emergency ambulance service to emergency patients and medical services; 

10. Enhancing relations through the completion of bilateral and multilateral communication 

and trade  

     exchanges between Saudi Arabia, GCC, Middle East, North African Countries and Sub-

Sahara  

     Countries. 

 

2.3.5.5 Economic Wing, Rome 
 

A) High Level Visit:  Honôble Prime Minister of Bangladesh, H. E. Sheikh Hasina, paid an 

official bilateral visit to Italy on 4-6 February 2020 upon the invitation of the Honôble 

President of the Council of Ministers (Prime Minister) of Italian Republic, H. E. Mr. 

Giuseppe Conte. The bilateral talks between the two Prime Ministers, which took place on 

February 5th 2020, reflected the positive development of bilateral trade exchanges. The two 

leaders expressed their confidence in further consolidating the Italian-Bangladeshi economic 

partnership, including in the sectors of ready-made garments, pharmaceutical products, light 

engineering, leather, high tech and both conventional, renewable energy and blue economy. 

During the visit, the Economic Wing organised business meetings for the Honôble Prime 

Minister with the CEOs of the seven big Italian companies including Eni, Leonardo, 

Fincantieri, Intermarine, Aveco. These Italian companies expressed their strong interests for 

investment and to create local partnership to foster the transfer of know-how in Bangladesh.  
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The CEO of Eni, a fully integrated global oil and gas company, met ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ IƻƴΩōƭŜ Prime 

Minister on 05 February 2020 to discuss the possibility to supply long-term LNG in 

Bangladesh. 
 

B) Multilateral Engagement 
 

¶ Inter national Fund for Agricultural D evelopment (IFAD): 
 

Honôble Minister, Ministry of Planning, Government of Bangladesh along with four 

members including the Additional Secretary of ERD visited Rome to attend 43
rd
 

session of the Governing Council of IFAD held on 11-12 February 2020. Two loan 

agreements have been signed in 2019 for Char Development and Settlement (IV) 

project (USD 55.00 million) and Rural Microenterprise Transformation Project (USD 

200.00 million). IFADôs portfolio in Bangladesh is currently USD 1.23 billion which 

is the second largest portfolio globally. Bangladesh represented IFAD in the 66th 

Sessions of United Nations Joint Staff Pension Board and contributed immensely in 

retaining the seat of the organisation in the context of new Pension Board 

composition. Bangladesh, after seven years, has been elected as the Alternate Member 

of IFAD Executive Board for 2020 in the 41st Governing Council. Moreover, 

Bangladesh will get preference to be the Alternate Member in 2021 Executive Board 

as well. Mission in Rome played a proactive role to influence other member countries. 

Bangladesh is selected from List C countries as a member of Twelfth Replenishment 

of IFADôs Resources. 
 
 

¶ Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO): 
 

Bangladesh demonstrated proactive leadership in establishing consensus on 

governance and operands issues of FAO. Bangladesh successfully concludes its 

tenure as the Chairperson of the Asia Regional Group in June, 2020. Bangladesh 

demonstrated pro-active leadership in bringing consensus on some recent governance 

and operational issues of FAO and received the Chairmanship of the group after six 

years. On behalf of Bangladesh, the EC also holds the responsibility of the Vice-

Chairperson of the Asia Regional Group in 2019. Bangladesh has been nominated a 

Member of Finance Committee during the 161
st
 Session of the FAO Council on 01 

July, 2019 for the consecutive second term starting from July 2019 ï July, 2021.  

¶ World Food Programme (WFP):  
 

The Executive Board of WFP visited Rohingya camps in Coxôs Bazar, Bangladesh 

during 19-24 October, 2019. The Embassy organised an event for the Honôble Foreign 

Minister of Bangladesh, during his bilateral visit on 28 October, 2019 in Rome, to 

meet with the Board members, including the President of the WFP Board and 
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Executive Director of WFP. Team made an oral presentation to share their experience 

on field visit.  

 

C) Commercial Activities 
 

 

¶ Business Seminars: In order to deepen these ongoing initiatives, the Embassy 

organised business seminars titled ñTrade and Investment Opportunities in 

Bangladeshò in association with Serbia Chamber of Commerce in Belgrade (13 

September, 2019), Sardinia Chamber of Commerce in Cagliari (23 October, 2019). 

The Bangladesh Delegates discussed trade and investment relations with Italy and 

highlighted the incentives and facilities offered by the Government of Bangladesh to 

foreign investors.  
 

¶ Follow-up: The Embassy receives regular queries from business community/persons 

of Italy on different issues and answers their queries very promptly. In order to 

maintain the accountability, the mission develops a database to track the feedback on 

time. Significant number of questions is being sent to Bangladesh Investment 

Development Authority (BIDA) for their interventions. Most considerable part of this 

initiative is that one Italian power company has already established its office in 

Bangladesh with direct support from the Embassy and three other companies are in 

the pipeline to set up their offices in Bangladesh on which Embassy is coordinating 

with the International Investment Promotion Division of BIDA.  

 

D)  Bangladesh Development Forum 2020 
 

The Economic Counsellors joined the Conference of the Economic Wings and also 

participated in the Bangladesh Development Forum hosted by ERD in 29-30 January, 2020. 
 
 

E) Rome Mission work during COVID-19  
 

 FAO: During the pandemic, the Economic wing took various initiatives which 

included sending reports covering updated information on the works of the three RBAs which 

will be beneficial for Bangladesh. Economic Counsellor holds several virtual meetings with 

the top management of FAO like Deputy Director Generals, Directeur de Cabinet and FAO 

Representative in Bangladesh and establishes a coordination mechanism with ERD, Ministry 

of Agriculture (MoA) and FAO Country Office in order to scale up resources for Bangladesh. 

Honôble Minister for Agriculture wrote a letter to the Director-General of FAO on 19 May, 

2020 to support Bangladesh to rebuild stronger and more effective supply and value chains in 

light of the impact of COVID-19. 

 
 

 

 

 

 IFAD:  In the 129th session of the Executive Board (20-23 April 2020), where the Board 

approves USD 40 million of seed funding for COVID-19 Rural Poor Stimulus Facility 

(RPSF) from grant resource line and will raise the fund around USD200 million excluding 

sovereign borrowing. Bangladesh was also part of this historic moment as it became the 

member of the IFAD Board after seven years. The Board also decides to allocate USD 25 

million grant resources for the private sector window to provide fund to the microenterprises 

and the farmer cooperatives. Bangladesh is among the first batch of eight countries which is 

going to receive USD 915,000 of grant funds from RPSF. The funding will be used by the 

Ministry of Agriculture (MoA) with FAO support (under the ongoing SACP project) for 

quick-impact homestead vegetable production in the upcoming Rabi season. It will provide 
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seeds, fertilizers and tools to 26,000 of the poorest and most vulnerable households in 

selected districts with the most severe chronic malnutrition. 
 

New Initiative by Rome Mission: The Economic Wing communicated with the Ministry of 

Commerce and BGMEA to know the status of the Italian importers during May 2019-20. Due 

to proactive engagement, the Ministry of Commerce issued formal letter to BGMEA and 

BKMEA to provide updated information on the hold/cancellation situation of Italian buyers. 

Based on the information of 103 buyers, the mission identified ñTop Tenò RMG buyers and 

took initiative to hold virtual one-to-one meetings to continue business operation during the 

pandemic and also to strengthen long-term business partnership. The Economic Counsellor 

had arranged virtual meetings with two companies along with e-mail/telephonic 

conversations with three other companies in June. All the companies welcomed the initiatives 

of the Rome mission and expressed their commitments to continue and increase their 

business operations in Bangladesh following the responsible business conduct. One of the big 

companies has pledged to stay besides Bangladesh during this pandemic mentioning it as a 

trusted partner.  

 

2.3.5.6 Economic Wing, Bangkok 
 

A. The 76
th
 Commission Session of the United Nations Economic and Social 

Commission for 

Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP) was held on virtual platform amid the COVID-19 

pandemic on 21 May, 2020. Honôble Prime Minister H.E. Sheikh Hasina delivered her 

keynote speech in the opening session through a video message. In her message, she stressed 

on regional cooperation for capacity building of developing countries for sustainable use of 

marine resources. Honôble Prime Minister conveyed her message through a video conference, 

Ambassador of Bangladesh to Thailand Chaired the Commissionô Session and the Permanent 

Representative of Bangladesh to the UNESCAP had greatly elevated Bangladeshô goodwill 

and reputation in the 53-members Annual Conference of the largest UN body of the Asia 

Pacific Region.  
 

B. Bangladesh also participated in the Asia-Pacific Ministerial Conference on the 

Beijing+25 Review on 27-29 November 2019 at the UNESCAP Headquarters in Bangkok. 

H.E. Fazilatunnesa Indira, State Minister, Ministry of Women and Children Affairs, 

Bangladesh led a seven member Bangladesh delegation in the conference. Bangladesh 

attended the conference as the Vice-Chair and called for stronger commitment to intensify 

priority actions towards realizing womenôs rights. 

 

C. Economic Wing is also engaged in attracting foreign direct investment (FDI) from the 

Kingdom of Thailand. To this end, various activities related to networking and facilitating are 

being taken by this wing. Over the last thirteen years from 2006 to 2019, the number of Thai 

listed firms undertaking outward foreign direct investment (FDI) has increased from 59 (13% 

of Thai listed firms) to 232 (42% of Thai listed firms) and the value of outward foreign direct 

investment (OFDI) has increased from THB 16.00 billion (3.9% of the total investment 

value) to THB 200.00 billion (14.7% of the total investment value). Consequently, last year 

Bangladesh got USD 33.10 million as net investment flow and at the end of year stock of 

investment from Thailand stands at USD 275.41 million.  

 

2.3.5.7 Economic Wing, Bangladesh High Commission, New Delhi, India  
 

¶ Bangladesh-India Business Forum and Meeting with selected CEOs were held on 4 

October 2019 during the visit of Honôble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in India. 
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Economic Wing was actively engaged to hold these two meetings under the guidance 

of His Excellency High Commissioner of Bangladesh to India; 
 

¶ The Economic Wing has been maintaining liaison with the counterpart of Ministry of 

External Affairs of India, and in particular with the Development Partnership 

Administration Division (DPA-I) and Export-Import Bank of India. It is to be noted 

that India has extended three Lines of Credit (LoC) to Bangladesh worth USD 7.362 

billion (without defense credit). To date, 48 projects have been undertaken and USD 

686.08 million has been disbursed to the projects.  
 

 

2.3.5.8 Economic Wing, Beijing 
 

To attract Chinese government and private investments in Bangladesh, Economic 

Wing of Bangladesh Embassy in Beijing coordinates with various Chinese 

Government organisations, SOEs and private companies to provide necessary 

assistances. The achievements of FY 2019-2020 of the Economic Wing are: 

 

Signing of Agreements 
 

1. During the visit of Honôble Prime Minister to China on 1-6 July, 2019, nine 

agreements worth around USD 2.00 billion on various issues were signed.  

 

2. From July 2019-June 2020, loan agreements of two projects were signed under G2G 

arrangement. The total contract value of these agreements was USD 2.373 billion. 
 

3. Bangladesh Embassy played a vital role in signing a Land Lease Agreement on 4 

August, 2020 between Bangladesh Economic Zones Authority and Yabang Group for 

100 acres of land. Yabang Group will invest USD 300.00 million in textile and other 

chemical industries in their designated land in Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Shilpo 

Nagar. The investment of Yabang Group will help Bangladesh diversify its export 

basket and create a positive image in Chinese business community and investors. The 

products manufactured from the project will be exported to Europe, USA, Australia 

and other countries. The total export is expected to be USD 146.40 million while 

domestic sales would be USD 97.60 million. A number of 2200 jobs will be created 

under this project.  

 

 
 

4. During July 2019 to June 2020, loan agreements of six projects were signed with 

Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB). The total amount of the agreements was 

USD 1.244 billion. Out of this USD 250.00 million was provided under COVID-19 

recovery fund as budget support. Another USD 500.00 million is under active 

consideration of AIIB for supporting COVID-19. 
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2.3.5.9 Economic Wing, Brussels 
 

EU intends to provide a minimum of ú 93.00 million for the fight against Covid-19 and 

its consequences in Bangladesh 

On 20 May, 2020 the EU showed their keenness to provide Euros 93.00 million to 

Bangladesh for strengthening its health sector and improving social safety nets programme 

notably for people who are losing their jobs, due to the impact of the COVID crisis on the 

economy of Bangladesh. Additional support for the Rohingya and host communities is also 

part of this response.  

 

Bangladesh-EU Joint Commission Meeting: 

The 9
th
 Bangladesh-EU Joint Commission meeting was held on 21 October, 2019 in Dhaka. 

Bangladesh and the EU agreed in principle to strengthen the economic cooperation through 

increased trade and investment flows, for ensuring a predictable and transparent business 

environment for economic operators. Bangladesh and the EU concurred that the EUôs 

unilateral, preferential trade scheme ïEverything but Arms (EBA) granted to Bangladesh has 

made significant contributions to its economic growth and social economic development.  
 

Bangladesh and the EU agreed that currently the development cooperation of the EU and its 

member states with Bangladesh amounts to more than BDT 5000.00 crore (Euro 541.00 

million) per annum.  

 

Bangladesh-EU Sub-Group Meeting on Development Cooperation  
 

Bangladesh-EU Sub-Group Meeting on Development Cooperation was held on 20 October, 

2019 in Dhaka, Bangladesh. Bangladesh and the EU examined on-going key operations under 

the Multi-Annual Indicative Programme 2014-2020 focusing on recently committed 

programmes and the programmes being prepared for 2019 and those programmes planned for 

2020.  

 

The European Unionôs Commitment to Rohingya Crisis 

The European Union on 02 July, 2020 informed that in support to the generous efforts of 

Bangladesh by hosting around one million Forcibly Displaced Myanmar Nationals (FDMNs), 

the European Union (EU) has announced ú32.00 million (around BDT 304.00 Crore) in 

funding for contributing to the needs of Bangladeshi Host Communities of Coxôs Bazar and 

FDMNs in the camps. 

 

 

 

107 Erasmus Mundus Scholarships 
 

The application and success rates of Bangladeshi students have been very high in the 2020. 

107 scholarships were offered to Bangladesh for the academic year 2020-21. Erasmus 

Scholarship programme is the most prestigious study programme which offer, full-degree 

scholarships. The beneficiaries are awarded a joint, double degree, or multiple degrees, upon 

their graduation. It is worth mentioning that 78 Erasmus scholarships for academic year 

2019-20 had been offered for Bangladesh.  
 

Bangladeshôs participation in Horizon 2020 

As of June, 2020 Bangladesh participated in five signed grant agreements. The Net EU 

financial contribution of which EUR 2.87 has been dedicated to the participants from 

Bangladesh. 
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In the year 2019, there were four organisations in terms of EU contribution granted to the 

Horizon 2020 research projects. It is noteworthy that First Secretary (Economic) follows this 

Research and Innovation programme. 
 

2.3.6 Activities of the Middle East Branch during 2019-20 
 

2.3.6.1 Mobilis ing Loan and Grants from the External Sources 
 

The Middle East Branch processes, coordinates and reviews mobilisation of external 

resources (loans and grants) for the implementation of public sector development projects in 

Bangladesh from the following countries and development partners of the Middle East 

Region and the Africa Continent: 

1. Islamic Development Bank (IsDB) 

2. Islamic Corporation for the Development of the Private Sector (ICD) 

3. International Islamic Trade Finance Corporation (ITFC) 

4. Islamic Solidarity Fund for Development (ISFD) 

5. Saudi Arabia/Saudi Fund for Development (SFD) 

6. Kuwait/Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development (KFAED) 

7. OPEC Fund for International Development (OFID) 

8. United Arab Emirates/Abu Dhabi Fund for Development (ADFD) 

9. Qatar, Iran, Turkey, Iraq, Egypt and other countries of Middle East and Africa. 
 

2.3.6.2 Joint Economic and Technical Cooperation 
 

The Joint Economic Commission (JEC)/Joint Commission/Joint Committee/Joint Economic 

and Technical Cooperation with the following countries are conducted by the Middle East 

Branch: 
 

- Saudi Arabia 

- Iran 

- Turkey 

- United Arab Emirates 

- Qatar 

- Kuwait and 

- Egypt 

 

 

2.3.6.3 Ongoing Activities 

¶ Processing short term loan of International Islamic Trade Finance Corporation (ITFC) 

for import of fuel by Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation (BPC); 

¶ Processing of Fertilizer importation from Saudi Arabia by Bangladesh Chemical 

Industries Corporation (BCIC) under SFD's Saudi Export Programme; and 

¶ Processing of private sector financing by OFID and ICD. 
 

2.3.6.4 Other Significant Activities in FY 2019-2020 
 

The development partners associated with Administration and Middle East Wing mainly 

provide loan/grant assistance for the implementation of development projects in socio-

economic sectors including power, energy, communication, infrastructure, health, education 

and agriculture. The noteworthy activities conducted by the Middle East Branch in the FY 

2019-2020 are presented in a series here: 
 

¶ Organising the 5th Meeting of Bangladesh-Turkey Joint Commission 

The 5th meeting of the Joint Commission between Bangladesh and Turkey to strengthen 

Bangladesh's economic, trade and technical cooperation was held on 19-20 November 2019 

in Ankara, Turkey. Honôble Minister of Finance Mr. A H M Mustafa Kamal, FCA, MP led 
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the 19-member Bangladesh delegation at the meeting. The Turkish delegation was led by 

Hon'ble Minister of Culture and Tourism, Mr Mehmet NuriErsoy. A minutes was signed 

between the two parties, which can enhance bilateral relations between the two countries, in 

the areas of trade, investment, science, ICT, quality control, SME, shipping, civil aviation, 

minerals and energy, culture and tourism, education, development assistance, urbanisation, 

agriculture, disaster management and so on. 
 

 
Hon'ble Minister of Finance of the Government of the People's Republic of 

Bangladesh Mr. A H M Mustafa Kamal, FCA, MP and Hon'ble Minister of Culture and 

Tourism of Turkey Mr. Mehmet Nury Ersoy signed the agreed minutes on 19-20 

November, 2019 in Ankara of the 5th meeting of Bangladesh-Turkey Joint 

Commission behalf of their respective governments. 
 

 

¶ Handover of School-cum-Cyclone Center 
 

The construction work of five school-cum-cyclone centers have been completed and handed 

over to the concerned authorities on behalf of Fael Khair programme in FY 2019-20. So far, a 

total of 172 schools/madrasas-cum cyclone centers have been handed over to the concerned 

authorities. 

 

¶ The 13
th

 Meeting of the Bangladesh-Saudi Arabia Joint Commission (JC) 
 

The 13th meeting of the Bangladesh-Saudi Arabia Joint Commission (JC) was held on 12-13 

February, 2020 at the NEC Conference Room, Economic Relations Division Dhaka. The 

Bangladesh delegation was led by Mr. Monwar Ahmed, Secretary, Economic Relations 

Division while the Saudi delegation was led by Mr. Mahir Abdul Rahman Gassim, Deputy 

Minister, Ministry of Labor. The leaders of the two delegations signed an agreed minutes on 

behalf of their respective countries on 13 February 2020. The 13th meeting of the 

Bangladesh-Saudi Arabia Joint Commission discussed different issues of mutual cooperation 

in the areas of manpower and employment, strengthening of bilateral economic and trade 

relations, investment and industry, power and energy, religion, civil aviation and tourism, 

information and communication technology, health, education and agriculture. 
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Mr. Monowar Ahmed, Secretary, Economic Relations Division and Mr. Mahir Abdul Rahman Gassim, 

Deputy Minister, Ministry of Labor signed the agreed minutes on 12-13 February, 2020 at the NEC 

Conference Room, ERD on behalf of their respective governments. 
 

¶ Saudi Fund for Development (SFD) related Activities 

The Government of Bangladesh and Saudi Fund for Development (SFD) started procedures 

of signing a loan agreement for the project titled ñEstablishment of Secondary Schools at 

Upazila Sadar Regionò to be implemented by the Ministry of Education with the funding of 

SFD. An inter-ministerial meeting has already been held on the draft loan agreement and in 

the light of the decision taken at the meeting, the opinion of the Government of Bangladesh 

has been sent to SFD. Other procedural activities of signing the loan agreement will be 

carried out after receiving the feedback of SFD. 

 

¶ Important Foreign Tours  

A high-level Bangladesh delegation including Secretary, Finance Division led by Secretary, 

Economic Relations Division visited Saudi Arabia from 26 November-01 December, 2019. 

During the visit, the delegation participated various seminars in Riyadh, Medina and Jeddah 

on NRB organised by the Bangladesh Embassy in Riyadh. The Bangladesh delegation 

exchanged views with the representatives of Saudi Fund for Development (SFD) and Islamic 

Development Bank (IDB) on various on-going cooperation of Bangladesh with these two 

institutions. 

 

¶      Visit of International Islamic Trade Finance Corporation (ITFC)  
 

Three different missions of ITFC visited Bangladesh to discuss issues of fuel import by 

Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation in FY 2019-2020. During the visit, ITFC Mission met 

concerned officials of IsDB Regional Hub of Dhaka, Energy and Mineral Resources 

Division, Finance Division, Petrobangla, Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation, Bangladesh 

Bank and Economic Relations Division. 

 

¶ The list of the completed projects in the FY 2019-2020 with funding from development   

partners associated with the Middle East Branch are cited in Annexure-3. 
 

¶ On-going Projects Funded by Development Partners 
 

A total of 17 development projects are being implemented by various 

ministries/divisions/agencies with development assistance amounting to USD 1130.08 
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million from different development partners associated with the Middle East Branch. The list 

of the projects are cited in Annexure-4. 
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2.4. Wing-4: United Nations 
 

A total of 13 resident and 10 non-resident organisations of United Nations, working in 

Bangladesh, have been providing support for socio-economic development of the country. In 

addition, they are also supporting residency assistance for achieving SDGs by 2030. To this 

end, UN agencies are working to promote equitable development aligning the areas of UN 

co-operation with Bangladeshôs development strategy. The UN-Wing signs technical project 

documents/MOU to accumulate grants for the socio-economic development of Bangladesh 

through discussions/tripartite meetings and effective communication with various UN 

agencies. The UN-Wing is involved in activities like Bangladesh and UN policy issues, 

inspection of UN funded development projects and reviewing progress to coordination 

performance, overall monitoring & evaluation and determining future action plans etc. UN 

system provides development assistance to Bangladesh through a framework agreement 

named United Nations Development Assistant Framework (UNDAF). During financial year 

from 2009-2010 to 2019-2020, a total grant commitment of USD 2403.626 million has been 

received against 271 projects signed between the Government of Bangladesh and different 

United Nations agencies, viz. UNDP, UNICEF, UNCDF, UNFPA, FAO, ILO, UN-Women, 

IMO, UNESCO and UNIDO. 
 

Agreement between Government of Bangladesh and different UN agencies, under the 

purview of UNDAF Agreement for taking Grant Commitment of USD 1.76 billion for the 

period of 2012-2016, ended in December, 2016. The latest UNDAF Agreement for the period 

of 2017-2020 has been signed on 3 November, 2016 containing Grant Commitment of USD 

1.22 billion. The UNDAF agreement has been signed considering SDGs and 7th Five Year 

Plan of Bangladesh. 
 

UN agencies like UNICEF, UNDP, UNFPA, UN-Women, UNCDF and IMO have finalised 

Country Programme for the period of 2017-2020. The Commitment for the development of 

Bangladesh for the said period includes 32 projects of USD 340.00 million, 11 projects of 

USD 375.79 million, 15 projects of USD 43.00 million, 1 project of USD 45.20 million, 2 

projects of USD 9.48 million and 1 project of USD 1.10 million respectively. Total USD 

323.5793 million have been disbursed by UN agencies during 2019-20. As regards the 

current regional and global context, the activities of South South Cooperation (SSC), Green 

Climate Fund (GCF) and Non-resident Bangladeshi (NRB) have been accomplished by this 

Wing. 

 

Important Activities in the Financial Year 2019-20 
 

Development Cooperation between the Government of Bangladesh & UNDP 

 
Project signed during FY 2019-2020 

¶ Project Name: Aspire to Innovate (a2i) Programme 

¶ Date of Signing Prodoc: 17 November, 2020 

¶ Implementing Ministry/Division: ICT Division 

¶ Grant Amount: USD 20.10 million  

¶ Project Duration: January 2020-September 2024 

¶ Objectives of Project: Ensuring digital services in rural areas, transparency and 

accountability in service delivery as well as capacity building and empowerment of 

youth juvenile in the implementation of Digital Bangladesh. 
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Important meeting: 
 

UNDP has been providing assistance to the Government of Bangladesh under the UNDAF 

for various socio-economic development activities. The UNDAF Steering Committee has 

been set up with representatives from 20 ministries/departments and 18 other UN agencies to 

prevent barriers of various government ministries related to the implementation of the 

programme which was recently adopted under UNDAF. UNDAF Steering Committee 

meeting was convened on 15 May, 2019 jointly chaired by the Secretary, ERD and the UN 

Resident Coordinator of Bangladesh (UNRC). 
 

Approximately USD 1219.17 million in grant/technical assistance are available from 22 UN 

agencies to undertake development activities for the term described under UNDAF 2017-

2020. On request of the UNRC, the duration of the UNDAF 2017-20 has been extended to 01 

(one) year December 2021, for the delay of the project implementation activities due to the 

current Covid-19 Pandemic. The list of the financing agreements are cited in Annexure-5. 

 

Development Cooperation between the Government of Bangladesh and other UN 

Agencies 
 

Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO): The Food and Agriculture Organisation, 

(FAO) as a specialised agency of the United Nations, is mandated to build a world free of 

hunger through technical cooperation and assistance to the member states. FAO is working to 

build a world where everyone has access to safe, nutritious food to lead active and healthy 

lives. FAO is the custodian of 21 SDG indicators under different SDG goals. 
 

 

The Government has approved the Country Programming Framework (CPF) 2019-2020, a 

strategic document with FAO for providing financial and technical support. The period of 

CPF 2019-20 has been extended up to December 2021. The CPF has three priority areas or 

ópillarsô which are aligned with the Governmentôs development priorities and FAOôs strategic 

objectives. They contribute towards achieving the SDGs. The priority areas are- (i) Healthy, 

safe, and nutritious food, (ii) Sustainability of productive ecosystems and (iii) Resilient and 

inclusive agri-economic growth. 
 

Six project documents were signed between the Government of Bangladesh and FAO during 

the period 2019-2020. The list of all on-going projects supported by FAO are also given in 

Annexure-6. 
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¢ǿƻ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ ΨSupport to seaweed cultivation, processing and marketing through 

ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΩ ŀƴŘ Ψ{ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ {ƻƛƭ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ bǳǘǊƛǘƛƻƴ-

Sensitive Agriculture in Sub-{ŀƘŀǊŀƴ !ŦǊƛŎŀ ŀƴŘ {ƻǳǘƘ 9ŀǎǘ !ǎƛŀΩ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ on 04 September, 

2019 between ERD and FAO. Mr. Monowar Ahmed, Secretary ERD and Mr. Robert D Simpson 

signed the project documents. 

 

Non-Resident Bangladeshis (NRB) Activities 
 

Non-Resident Bangladeshis have ample opportunities to play vital role in national 

development. A task force has already been formed to initiate active participation of NRBs 

so that they can contribute to the development of Bangladesh in several ways. A NRB Cell 

has been established in ERD to facilitate and institutionalise NRB issues. A web-based 

platform www.nrb.gov.bd has been designed to communicate with the NRBs. The 

Convention of Non-resident Bangladesh Engineers (CONE) was held in 26-27 February, 

2019 in Dhaka. Honôble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina inaugurated the Conference which 

truly reflected Bangladeshôs endeavor in achieving its development goals.  
 
 

GCF, GEF, KfW , NDA Secretariat 
 

Since 2014, Secretary, ERD has been working as the National Designated Authority (NDA) 

of Bangladesh in all matters related to the Green Climate Fund (GCF) established under the 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). At present, the UN 

Wing serves as the Secretariat of NDA. Apart from that, the Wing also functions as the 

political focal point of the Global Environment Facility (GEF).  

 

Bangladesh is the lowest carbon-emitting countries but it becomes one of the most vulnerable 

nations when it comes to climate change-related disasters. To ensure climate justice, ERD 

negotiates for as many international grants as possible for the country from GCF and GEF for 

the adaptation and mitigation related projects. In 2019-20, ERD inked a single (01) grant 

agreement worth USD 32.98 million with GCF. On the other hand, it had signed five (05) 

grant agreements worth USD 6.705 million with GEF during the same period. The project 

funded by GCF, GF Fund and other development partners are as follows in Annexure-7. 
 

UNFPA 
 

The Ninth Country Programme Action Plan (Duration: 2017-2020) of UNFPA was inked on 

19 June 2017. Additional Secretary (United Nations) of ERD and the Representative of 

UNFPA signed the document from their respective sides. The grant amount was USD 43 

million. The main objective of project is to implement: Sexual and Reproductive Health and 

http://www.nrb.gov.bd/
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Rights, Adolescents and Youth, Gender Equality, Womenôs Empowerment and Population 

Dynamics. 
 

There are 15 programmes implemented in 14 ministries under the UNFPA programmes. 
 

UNCDF 
 

UNCDF invested USD 1.7 million in implementing 214 local climate-adaptive infrastructure 

schemes in 7 districts. Around 28,600 people have been of immense benefit under these 

schemes relating to climate change vulnerabilities. UNCDF invested USD 40,000 to unlock 

domestic resources of USD 170,000 for womenôs economic empowerment projects in five 

districts. It has facilitated USD 440,476 as a credit to 21 women SMEs in 8 districts across 16 

sectors. 
 

UN-WOMEN  
 

ñStrengthening Gender Responsive Budgeting in Bangladeshò (Duration: Jan. 2017- Sept. 

2020) of UN-Women came into effect on 19 January, 2017. Additional Secretary (United 

Nations) of ERD and the Country Representative of UN-Women signed the document. With 

a grant of about BDT 452.00 lac from GoB and BDT 52.00 lac from UN-Women, the project 

is being implemented. The overall objective of the project is to strengthen governmentôs 

gender responsive budgeting to ensure adequate financing for gender equality and womenôs 

empowerment in Bangladesh.  

 

IMO  
The project entitled ñSafe and Environmentally Sound Ship-Recycling in Bangladesh Phase-

II (SENSREC Project Phase-II Capacity Building)ò, duration: April 2018-Dec. 2019, was 

signed on 01April, 2018. Additional Secretary (United Nations) of ERD and the Assistant 

Secretary-General, IMO signed the document from their respective sides with a grant of 

about BDT 885.40 lac. The aims of the project is to strengthen capacities to develop and 

implement a legal policy and institutional roadmap towards accession to the Hong Kong 

International Convention for the Safe and Environmentally Sound Recycling of Ships (the 

Hong Kong Convention or the HKC); and Put in place a well -functioning training system 

with an effective and sustainable training programme for imparting training to a variety of 

stakeholders within the ship-recycling sector in Bangladesh. 

 

National Human Development Report (NHDR) 
 

Human Development is the centre of all developments to take a country to a desired place. 

Keeping this notion the focus of pivot all the dimensions of development, ERD has taken 

initiatives to publish the National Human Development Report (NHDR) on the occasion of 

the 50 anniversary of the independence of Bangladesh. The report will highlight five thematic 

areas such as Inequality and Human Development, Climate Change, Employment for the 

Youth, Teenagersô Dream for the Future Bangladesh and Peace, and Prosperities. The 

formulation of evidence-based policy is the phenomenon of global best practices. Therefore, 

NHDR will be a valuable document for policy planners, community workers, academia, and 

the global community.    
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UNICEF  
 

GOB-UNICEF Country Programme (CP) Document 2017-2020 has been inked on 11 March 

2018 regarding overall development of Bangladeshôs Children and Women. The Country 

Programme during the period 2017-2020 has started its implementation since January 2017 

and will be completed in December 2020. According to Country Programme, following are 

the areas of cooperation to be provided by UNICEF: 

 

¶ Young Children and their Mothers 

¶ Boys and Girls of Primary School-age 

¶ Adolescents of Agents of Change 

¶ Social Inclusion and Increased Awareness on Child Rights 

¶ Programme effectiveness 

 

A total grant of USD 340.00 million has been assured in the Country Programme (CP). Total 

32 projects/Programmes will be implemented by 16 ministries and organisations. The CP will 

be implemented with a view to facing the  challenges of gender equity, prevention of early 

child marriage, including climate change, urbanisation and disability as well as assistance in 

introducing an overall system to meet the various needs of the children at different stages of 

life. Outcome during 2018-19 are as follows: 
 

¶ Outcome 1: Quality Services for Infants and Mothers 

i) Newborn survival; 

ii) Improved coverage of nutrition services;  

iii) WASH (Water, Sanitation & Hygiene) life cycle approach 

programming has been conducted in 8 divisions 
 

¶ Outcome 2: Equity Environment for Primary S chool Children 

 

i) Revision of National Primary Education Curriculum is in progress 

with  

    UNICEF technical support; 

ii) Prevention of and response to violence; 

iii) School Effectiveness Model including teachers training, grants to   

schools, strengthening school governance practices has been 

implemented      

in 1,210 primary schools 

 

 

¶ Outcome 3: Adolescents Protected and Empowered 

i) Ending Child Marriage; 

ii) Improving Adolescent Health and Well being; 

iii) Accessing Education for Adolescents; 

iv) Enhancing Participation of Adolescent boys and girls 
 

¶ Outcome 4: Enhanced Policy Environment with Equity  

i) Raising Large Scale awareness on childrenôs rights; 

ii) Improving Government Leadership and formulating Social 

Protection Child-   

Responsive Social Protection Policy Support Unit to support child  

component of NSSS at Cabinet Division 
 

¶ GoB-UNICEF CP (2017-2020) has been extended up to 31 December, 2021 
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¶ GoB-UNICEF Rolling Work Plans (RWP) 2020-2021 have been signed by 16 

ministries 

¶ Total disbursement amounts USD 48.051 million in FY 2019-2020. The list of the 

financing agreements are cited in Annexure-8. 
 

International Labor Organisation (ILO)  
 

Since its establishment, ILO has been providing financial and technical assistance to 

implement various development plans, including creation of an enabling working 

environment based on the consensus of all, bringing the government, owners and labour 

parties under the same platform. On 22 June 1972 Bangladesh became an active member of 

the ILO. In Bangladesh, ILO started its activities primarily through the development and 

maintenance of labour-based infrastructure but later expanded its operation. The 

organisations leading role in assisting Bangladesh after the fire incident at Tazreen Fashions 

Limited on November 2012 and the horrific Rana Plaza on April 27 was commendable. The 

ILO's vital role alongside the government and other Development Partners has facilitated to 

address the challenges of the RMG industry after the Rana Plaza collapse. Bangladesh has 

been able to recover its lost glory. During the financial year 2019-20, no project was signed 

between ILO and ERD. 

 

International Organisation of Migration (IOM)  
 

The IOM, since its establishment, is the leading international migration agency dedicated to 

the development of Human and Orderly Migration. The agency has been working closely 

with various government, inter-governmental agencies/NGOs and non-governmental 

organisations to ensure safe migration. One of IOM's tasks is to develop international 

cooperation in resolving immigration issues, seeking solutions to immigration problems and 

providing humanitarian assistance to refugees and internally displaced people. In 1990, IOM 

helped around 63,000 migrant workers to return safely Bangladesh during Middle East 

Crisis. Soon after that, Bangladesh took the membership of the agency. In 1994, IOM 

established its Country Office in Bangladesh. 
 

IOM has identified four priority areas to work in Bangladesh and continues to work with 

government agencies and other non-governmental organisations. The priority areas are: 

 

1. Migration management; 

2. Resilience and Social Protection;  

3. Humanitarian Response; and 

4. Countering Irregular Migration. 
 

The International Migration Agency is playing a catalytic role in resolving the forcibly 

displaced Myanmar citizens in Bangladesh. The Government of the Peopleôs Republic of 

Bangladesh has adopted the National Strategy on 8 September, 2013 titled ñNational Strategy 

on Myanmar Refugees and Undocumented Myanmar Nationals in Bangladeshò. According to 

the strategy, a sustainable humanitarian assistance has been planned with other Development 

Partners to accomplish the identification of forcibly displaced Myanmar citizens, determine 

their actual number and register them through location identification. It also includes 

strengthening border security between Bangladesh and Myanmar and continuing dialogue 

with Myanmar to resolve infiltration of forcibly displaced Myanmar citizens. 

 

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) 
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The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) was 

established on 09 November, 1965 as a Specialised Agency of the United Nations. 

Bangladesh became its member on 27 October, 1972. UNESCOôs scope of work has been 

expanding in Bangladesh since establishment of its country office in1996.  
 

The agency is providing financial and technical support for the development of education, 

culture, science and technology development and utilisation of the technology. At the same 

time, it has undertaken various developmental projects in poverty alleviation, protect on 

environmental, development of the information technology usage through the inclusion of 

culture in preserving, spreading and improving the standard living of Bangladesh. UNESCO 

has also taken various steps to achieve Goal-4 of SDGs. During the fiscal year 2019-20, no 

project was signed between UNESCO and ERD.  
 

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) 
 

Since its establishment in 1972, UNEP has been providing financial and technical assistance 

to developing countries in formulation and implementation of environment friendly policies. 

There is no permanent office of UNEP in Bangladesh. The agency is continuing its 

operations in Bangladesh from its Permanent Office (Nairobi, Kenya) and regional offices. 

No project with UNEP was signed in the fiscal year 2019-20.  
 

South-South Cooperation (SSC) 
 

Following the current global trend of declining conventional foreign assistance, a strong and 

promising form of cooperation called South-South Cooperation (SSC) is rapidly gaining 

global recognition and institutionalisation among the under-developed and developing 

countries of the South. SSC is a very important platform for a developing country like 

Bangladesh in the ever changing world scenario. Bangladesh from the start has been playing 

proactive role in this platform. Honôble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has already been 

awarded the South-South Leadership Award 2013 and the South-South Visionary Award 

2014 for her visionary leadership in SSC. Bangladesh also received the UN South-South 

Cooperation Award in recognition of its significant contribution to SSC. 
 

To take Bangladesh forward in SSC network, a South-South Cooperation Cell (SSC Cell) has 

already been established in ERD. Realising the importance of active participation of 

Bangladesh in this platform, Honôble Foreign Minister Dr. A.K. Abdul Momen expressed his 

keen interest to establish the South-South centre, as a Centre of Excellence in Bangladesh 

while talking in the BAPA+40 conference in Argentina. In this regard, a Task-Force has been 

constituted with the Secretary, ERD as the chair to expedite the process of setting up the 

Center as well as to further strengthen the position of Bangladesh in the SSC Network.  
 

To facilitate the management and supervision of the activities under SSC through a well-

defined structure, two focal point/alternative focal point officials from each of the 28 line 

ministries have been selected. ERD organised a day-long workshop for the focal point 

officials on 12 January, 2020. 

 

Development Cooperation between the Government of Bangladesh and Payment 

of International Contributions to UNIDO, UNOPS 
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Since becoming a member of the United Nations on 17
th
 September, 1974 Bangladesh has 

been regularly paying annual subscription fees of various UN organisations and participating 

proactively in the different Programmes of these entities.  Every year, ERD pays the 

subscription fees vowed in the Pledging Conference held in November. The pledged amount 

of subscriptions is shown in the following table in Annexure-9. 

 

It i s worth mentioning that in the 74
th
 General Assembly of the United Nations Honôble 

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina committed to pay subscription fee amount in hundred thousand 

USD (USD 100,000.00) on behalf of Bangladesh for reforming and effectively executing the 

activities of New Resident Co-ordinator (RC) System. Consequently, a subscription fee of a 

hundred thousand USD (USD 100,000.00) had been paid by ERD to the dedicated account in 

2019-20.  
 

At present, United Nations Office for Project Services (UNOPS) is executing three (03) 

projects. One project is funded by Enhanced Integrated Framework (EIF). The United 

Nations Industrial Development Organisation (UNIDO) is implementing two (02) projects. 

The grants agreements had been signed by the ERD. The list of the financing agreements are 

cited in Annexure-10. 
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2.5. Wing-5: Asian Development Bank (ADB) 
 

ADB Wing of the ERD is involved in mobilising external resources, i.e. loans, grants and 

technical assistance from the ADB to support the implementation of the projects/programmes 

adopted for the sustainable socio-economic development and infrastructural development of 

Bangladesh. It also provides nominations for representing the Government of Bangladesh 

(GoB) in training, workshop and meetings both at home and abroad. ADB is the second 

largest development partner of Bangladesh. Bangladesh became member of ADB in 1973. 

Since then, ADB has been continuously supporting Bangladesh to achieve development 

milestones. 
 

ADB started its journey on August 22, 1966 with 100,000 shares and 31 member countries. 

Currently, ADB comprises 68 members of which 49 members are from the Asia-Pacific 

region while non-regional members are 19. The number of shares of Bangladesh in ADB is 

108384, which is 1.021% of the total shares and voting power is 1.115%. 
 

ADB provides Bangladesh with two types of financial assistance loans and grants. Up to 

2016, ADB offers loans from the Asian Development Fund (ADF) on concessional terms and 

from the Ordinary Capital Resources (OCR) on a London Inter-Bank Offered Rate (LIBOR) 

basis. In order to expand its lending capacity to the poorer countries. ADB integrated ADF 

and OCR resources into the simplest terms in 2017 through OCR lending to the poorer 

countries, known as Concessional OCR Loan (COL). The interest rate of COL loan is fixed at 

2% and the regular OCR loan interest rate is based on the London Inter-Bank Offered Rate 

(LIBOR) +50bps with a maturity premium of 0.1% and 0.15% commitment fee on 

undisbursed amount. Generally, ADB loan is repayable in 25 years with a grace period of five 

years; OCR regular loans may have different loan terms. Borrowing countries from ADB are 

divided into three groups based on Gross National Income (GNI) per capita and credit 

worthiness: 

 

¶ Group A (ADF- only countries) 

¶ Group B (Blend countries) 

¶ Group C (OCR only countries) 

 

Bangladesh falls into Group B Catagory (blend country) since 2000. Apart from providing 

loans/grants to its DMCs, ADB facilitates South Asia Sub-regional Economic Cooperation in 

transport and communication, electricity, information technology, tourism, maritime 

connectivity and trade facilitation for the economic development of the countries located in 

the same region. South Asia Sub-regional Economic Cooperation (SASEC) is one of the 

ADB's six sub-regional economic co-operations. Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal, India, Sri 

Lanka, Maldives and Myanmar are the member countries of the SASEC, and Secretary, ERD 

is the SASEC Nodal Official for Bangladesh. 

 

ADB's assistance to socio-economic development in Bangladesh 
 

As the second largest development partner, ADBôs support to Bangladesh is rapidly 

increasing. Active portfolio as of 30 June, 2020 amounts to USD 10.8 billion. The following 

graph reflects increasing trend of Bangladesh portfolio: 
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Graph:  Trend of Bangladesh Portfolio of ADB 

 

 
Source: Background Paper, Bangladesh Tripartite Portfolio Review Meeting, 24-25 June 2020. 

 

ADB focuses mainly on the power, energy, local government, transport, agriculture, 

education, water resources and good governance sectors, and provides support in achieving 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). ADB has provided a total amount of USD 1798.86 

million support for 10 investment projects, 02 technical assistance projects and 08 regional 

technical assistance (R-CDTA) projects under ADB Wing for FY 2019-20. 

 

Investment Projects: 
 

City Region Development Project-II  
 

The agreement was signed on 01 October, 2019. The LGD is the sponsoring division and 

LGED is the implementing Agency of the project. ADB provided USD 150.00 million loan 

for the project. The implementation period of the project is from January 2019 to June 2024. 

The purpose of the project is to improve the infrastructure in selected cities, towns and 

adjoining areas of Dhaka and Khulna Divisions as well as  increasing the capacity of 

respective service organisations and improving the living standard of the people in the project 

area. 

 

Urban Infrastructure Improvement Preparatory Facility  
 

The agreement was signed on 25 November, 2019. LGD is the sponsoring division and 

Department of Public Health Engineering (DPHE) and Narayanganj City Corporation (NCC) 

are implementing agencies. ADB provided USD 11.00 million loan for the project. The 

implementation period is from July 2019 to June 2022. The purpose of the project is to carry 

out feasibility studies of two investment projects to be implemented separately by NCC and 

DPHE, formulate detailed designs and assist in the preparation of tenders. This project will 

carry out a feasibility study of surface water in 03 hill towns (Rangamati, Bandarban and 

Lama) and 02 bunch cities (Cumilla and Ishwardi).  
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Skills for Employment Investment Programme (Tranche 3) 
 

The agreement was signed on 25 November, 2019.  ecnaniF Division is the sponsoring 

agency of the project. Different training institutes/universities under the Ministry of 

Education, Ministry of Expatriates, Welfare and Overseas Employment, Ministry of 

Industries, Bangladesh Bank and Palli Karma Sahayak Foundation (PKSF) with 13 industrial 

associations will be other co-implementing agencies. ADB's loan amount is USD 150.00 

million. The implementation period of the project is from November 2019 to November 

2024. The objective of the project is to enhance the skill s of Bangladeshi labour force by 

providing technical, vocational and mid level managerial job related training for creating 

more employment. 

 

Dhaka Mass Rapid Transit Development Project Readiness Financing (Line 5, Southern 

Route) 
 

The agreement was signed on 11 December, 2019. Road Transport and Highways Division 

(RTHD) is the sponsoring agency of the project while the implementing agency is Dhaka 

Mass Transit Company Limited (DMTCL). ADB provided USD 33.26 million loan for the 

project. The implementation period is from July 2018 to June 2023. The objective of the 

project is to provide support for preparing the detailed feasibility study, engineering design 

and procurement document. It also provides assistance in procurement-related processes for 

the Dhaka Mass Rapid Transit Line 5 (South) which will be constructed between Gabtoli and 

Dasherkandi stations with a length of about 17.4 kilometers. 

 

Dhaka and Western Zone Transmission Grid  Expansion Project 
 

The agreement was signed on 11 December, 2019. Power Division is the sponsoring agency 

of the project and Power Grid Company of Bangladesh Limited (PGCB) is the implementing 

agency. ADB provided USD 300.00 million loan for the project. The implementation period 

is from October 2019 to June 2024. The purpose of the project is to improve the reliability 

and efficiency of electricity supply in Greater Dhaka and the Western Zone within the 

territory. 

 

MFF for SASEC Dhaka-Northwest Corridor Road Project Phase 2, Tranche 2 
 

The agreement was signed on 15 March, 2020. Road Transport and Highways Division 

(RTHD) is the sponsoring agency of the project and the implementing agency is Roads and 

Highways Department (RHD). ADB provided USD 400.00 million loan for the project. The 

implementation period is from September 2016 to August 2021.The purpose of the project is 

to improve the sub regional transport and trade through upgrading the corridor (190 km) to a 

four lane standard with feature of slow moving vehicular traffic (SMVT) lane. 

 

COVID -19 Active Response and Expenditure Support Programme 
 

The agreement was signed on 11 May, 2020 . Finance Division is the executing and 

implementing agency of the programme. ADB provided USD 500.00 million loan for the 

project. The implementation period is from May 2020 to December 2021.The aim of the 

project is to provide Bangladesh with countercyclical budget support to help mitigate the 

adverse social and economic impact caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. Under this 

programme, the government will expand and strengthen its social safety net for the 
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vulnerable groups and also to support major export industries and small and medium-sized 

enterprises (SMEs). 

 

 
Loan Agreement Signing of USD 500 million Budget Support on 11 May, 2020 

 

COVID -19 Response Emergency Assistance Project 
 

The agreement was signed on 13 May, 2020 . Health Services Division (HSD) is the 

sponsoring division of the project and the implementing agency is Directorate General of 

Health Services (DGHS). ADB provided USD 100.00 million loan for the project. The 

implementation period is from April 2020 to June 2023.The aim of the project is to enhance 

the capacity of Bangladesh for responding to COVID-19 pandemic and strengthening 

infectious diseases prevention, control, treatment capacity and emergency response. The 

project funding will create the facilities to establish modern microbiology laboratory with 

PCR for testing COVID 19 and future pandemics, emergency assistance to procure medical 

equipments and other related services to help COVID-19 affected pepole in Bangladesh. 

 

Transport Connectivity Improvment Preparatory Facility   
 

The agreement was signed on 30 June, 2020. Ministry of Railways and Road Transport and 

Highways Division (RTHD) is the sponsoring Ministry of the project and Bangladesh 

Railway and Roads and Highways Department is the implementing agency. ADB provided 

USD 42.00 million loan for the project. The implementation period of the project is from July 

2020 to June 2023. The objective is to support the Government of Bangladesh in advancing 

the preparation of road and railway projects that will meet rapidly growing transport demand 

and facilitate multimodal transport in the country and subregion by financing feasibility 

studies, detailed design and other preparatory works. 
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Rural Connectivity Improvement Project Additional Financing 
 

The agreement was signed on 30 June, 2020. LGD is the sponsoring division of the project 

and LGED is the implementing agency. ADB provided USD 100.00 million loan for the 

project. The implementation period of the project is from July 2018 to June 2023. The 

objective of the project is to develop rural connectivity through development of rural 

infrastructure and increase the capacity of stakeholders through effective training to create 

high income in productive agricultural areas and facilitate access to socio-economic centres. 

 

 

 

 

Signing Ceremony of USD 300 million Loan Agreement for the Rural Connectivity 

Improvement Project- Additional Financing on 30 June, 2020 

 

Information on ongoing programmes/projects funded by ADB 
 

There are currently 68 ongoing investment programmes / projects under various 

ministries/divisions funded by ADB.  

 

Sectoral distributions are as follows: 
 

 

 
 

Source: Background Paper, Bangladesh Tripartite Portfolio Review Meeting, 24-25 June, 2020. 
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