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Message

Minister
Ministry of Finarce

It is a great pleasure for me to know thii& Economic Relations Division (ERD) has taken a
good initidgive to publish Annual Repo20132020. ERD has been playing an instrumental
role in achieving sustainable so@oonomic develpment through efféive mobilisation and
management of foreign assistance and economic diplomacy. This year 2020 is very important
for us as we are celebrating the birth centenary of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
Fatrer of the Nation, who cherishetthe dream ofSonar Bagla. Under the dynamic
leadership and prudeeconomic managemeoit our Ho n 6 Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,
Bangladesh is moving on the right direction towards achieving development milestones.
Bangladesh has already achieved a significant milestoe@ingell graduation criteria from
aLeast Developed CountfDC) to Developing Country.

The Government has adopted Vision 2041 and associ¥t&e&pedtre Plan2021-2041 to
achieve Upper Middle Income Country (UMIC) by 2031 and High Income Cp(rtC) by
2041. Bangladesh has achieved impressive progress in theesociomic sector particularly
in health, education, life expectanagduction of child and maternal mortality, women
empowerment and reducing poverty. Bangladesh is now acclaimedrae model of
development for many countries across the globe.

Unfortunately, the present globahmdemic Coviel9 has adversely impacted on health,
economy and society as a whole.drder to tackle Covid9 the Gvernment has taken a
seriesof stimulus packagemountingof USD 13.08 billion which is almos4.03% of Gross
Domestic ProductDP) to keep the economic momentumthis pandemic

ERD successfully mobilized foreign assistance at a quick speed particularly health
emergency fund, as wedls Budget suppbto keep our economy movinghis demonstrates
ERD6s excellence in terms of capacity, proac

Finally, I sincerely express my heartfelt thanks toralblved in publication of the &oort.

AHM MustafaKamal, FCA, MP



Preface
Secretary
Economic Relations Division
Ministry of Finance

Economic Relations Division has been playing an instrumental role in enabling Bangladesh
to become a middle income country as per Visi0dl, implementing the Sustainable
Development Goals by 2030 and also transforming the country into an advanced economy by
2041 througheconomic diplomacyEffective partnership development is considessch
catalyst to inflow of external resourcesTo ensue speedy implementation of various
development projects, this division is working relentlessly for accumulating foreign resources
through coordinating with the line ministries/ agencies and strengthening relationships with
the development partneas wellas international orgaraions.

This year, 2020 marks the birth centenary of the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman who envisioned Sonar Banglafreefrom all sorts ohunger poverty
andexploitation Under the pruderéind visiomary leadership of HonourkbPrime Minister
Shei kh Hasi na, Bangl adesh has emerged as a
trajectory and phenomenal progress in s@donomic parameters. The country new

widely acclaimed and globally recogedasthewr | dds f ast esandgmle wi ng
model for development. Bangladesh has already achieved the landmark as a lower middle
income country and is also progressing fast towards accomplishing another milestone by
fulfilling the criteria to graluate from the Least Developed Country by 2024.

Although Bangladesh has made extraordinary progress in almost everyesog@mic
indicatoss, the Covid19 pandemic has confronted the country with unprecedented situation.
It has caused enormous disruptito all the development sectors in Bangladesh. Despite
these challenge§RD mobilised foreign assistance at a rapid pace, with the whole hearted
support and cooperation from the developmentneas to keep our economy forward

| firmly believe the pulication of the Annual Report for the Year 2029is a commendable
endeavour to have a quick glance of various activities and foreign funding.

In fine, | would like to express my heartfelt thanks and sincere appreciation to all involved in
the preparatin, editing and publication of thedport.

Fatima Yasmin
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http://erd.portal.gov.bd/site/page/2bd6fa90-fd62-497d-bb7a-f910ca5250c6

Foreword Dr. Nahid Rashid
Additional Secretary
President of the
Annual Report Formulation and Publication Committee

Foreign assistanceontributes significantly tgoromoting sociceconomic development of
Bangladsh. To materialis Vision 2041 of reaching Higm¢ome Country (HIC) status with
poverty being notexistent, Economic Relations Division(ERD) strives relentlessly in

mobilising foreign assistance through effective development partnership

Recenly, Bangladesh haachieved substantial progressthe soal and economic fronts. To
continue thigrend,ERD needs to enhance its institutional capaoitimplementing agenes
and relevant stakeholders for maximutiisation of foreign assistanceDuring the global
Pandemic ERD has successfully mob#id foreign assistance in eapid mannerthrough
effective economic diplomacy. This has contributed to admgsthe adverse impact of

Covid-19 onthehealth and economic sector.

As in past yearsERD has taken the ingiive to publisithe Annual Repor20132020. The
report records functions and mandate of BREhe contekof economic diplomacy, amount
of yeaty foreign assistancand dher initiatives adopted in the financial year 2&1%20. |

am pleased to be part of thiggreat initiative

| would like to extend mysinceregratitude to tkb respected Secretary of ERD, .NFatima
Yasmin for her valuablguidance and advice ipreparingthis report. | believahat this

publication will provide a clearnderstanding abotiie functions andnitiatives of ERD

Last but certainly nothe least,| would alsolike to especially thanlall the member®sf the
Annual Report Publication Committee who have worked tirelessly to préparédnnual

Report PublicationYour sincere effort and commitment are duly recoghise

Dr. Nahid Rashid
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AIMS Aid Information and Management System
APA Annual Performance Agreement
APCTT Asian and Pacificentre for Transfer of Technology
ADB Asian Development Bank
ADF Asian Development Fund
AHN Asian Highway Network
AlIB Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank
APFSD AsiaPacific Forum on Sustainable Development Goals
AusAID Australian Agency for International Development.
BSTF Bangladestt Swalen Trust Fund
BBS Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics
BCIC Bangladesh Chemical Industries Corporation
BDF Bangladesh Development Forum
BGMEA Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and Exporters Association
BKMEA Bangladesh Knitear Manufacturers and ExporterAssociation
BMWSSP Bangladesh Municipal Water Supply and Sanitation Project
BIDA Bangladesh Investment Development Authority
BPC Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation
BSFP Blanket Supplementary Feeding Programme
CDMC Cash and Debt Management Committee
AES Center for International Economic Studies
CHT Chittagong Hill Tracts
CPS Colombo Plan Secretariat
CPSC Colombo Plan Staff College
CFMM Commonwealth Finance Ministers Meeting
COL ConcessionaDCRLoan
CONE Convention of No#tesident Bangladesh Eingers
CPF Country Partnership Framework
CP Country Programe
CPF Country Programming Framework
CPM Country Programming Mission
COSOP Country Strategic Opportunitiddrogramme
DMFAS DebtManagement and Financial Analysis System
DPHE Department of Phlic Health Engineering
DE Development Effectiveness
DSIP Dhaka Sanitation Improvement Project
DOAG Development Objective Grant Agreement
SHGD secivreS htlaeH fo lareneG etarotceriD
DRGA Debt Relief Grant gsistance
DRGACF Debt Relief Grant Assiste&Counter Cyclical Fund
EDCF Eonomic Development Cooperatidiund
EGCB Electricity Generation Company of Bangladesh
e-voucher Electronic \ducher
EFWA Energy Framework Agreement
Acronyms Abbreviations
EIF Enhanced Integrated Framework
ERD EconomiRelations Division
EU European Union

viii




EBA Everything But Arms
EVI Economic Vulnerability Index
FAMS Foreign Aid Management System
FSSP Field Support Services Project
FAO Food and Agriculture Orgaai$on
FbF Forecasthased Financing
FFP Food Friedly Programme
FDMN Forcibly Displaced Myanmar Nationals
FABA Foreign Aid Budget and Accounts
FTA Free Trade greement
FY Financial Year
GBV Gender Based Violence
GED General Economic Division
GEF Global Environment Facility
GoB Government of Bangtesh
GPEDC Global Partnership for Effective Development Cooperation
GNI Gross National Income
GCF Green Climate Fund
GRS Grievance Redress System
HAI Human Asessment Index
HSD secivreS htlaeHDivision
HPNSP Health, Nutrition and Population SectBrogranme
HLPF HighLevel Political Forum
ECOSOC Economic and Social Council
ICT Information and Communication Technology
IDCOL Infrastructure Development Company Limited
IDA International Develoment Association
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development
ITFC International Islamic Trade Finance Corporation
ILO International Labour Orgarasion
IMO InternationalMaritime Organiation
IOM InternationalOrganisition for Migration
ICV® Investment Component for Vulnerable Group Development
ICD Islamic Corporation for the Development of the Private Sector
IsDB Islamic Development Bank
ISFD Islamic Solidarity Fund for Development
IPOA Istanbul Programmef Action
JDS Japan Human Resgme Development Scholarship
JDCF JaparnDebtCancellatiorFund
JC Joint Commission
JEC Joint EconomicCommission
JPY Japanese Yen
Acronyms Abbreviations
K4ADM Knowledge for Development Management
KSP Knowledge Baring Programme
KFIRI Korea Fixedncome Research Institute
KIAT Korea Institutefor Advancement of Technology
KOICA Korea International Cooperation Agency
KDI Korean Development Institute
KFAED Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development

iX



https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en

LMA Lactating Mothers Allowance
LDC Least Develped Countries
LoC Line of Credit
DGL noisiviD themnrevoG lacoL
DEGL tnemtrapeD gnireenignE tnemnrevoG lacolL
LIBOR London IntefBank Offered Rate
MA Maternal Allowance
MoA Ministry of Agriculture
MoU Memorandum of Understanding
MoDMR Ministry of Disister Management and Relief
MoHFW Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
MoPME Ministry of Primary and Mass Education
MoWCA Ministry of Women and Children Affairs
MCBP Mother and Child Benefit Prograne
MIP Multiannual Indicative Programe
MDTF Multi-Donor Trust Fund
CCN noitaroproC ytiC jnagnayaraN
NDA National Designated Authority
NHDR National Human Development Report
NIS National IntegrityStrategy
NRC New Resident @brdinator
NRB Non-Resident Bangladesh
NDF Nordic Development Fund
ODA Official Development Assistance
OFID OPEC Fund for International Development
OCR Ordinary Capital Resources
OFDI Outward Foreign DirechVestment
PKSF Palli Karma Sahayak Foundation
BCGP hsedalgnaB fo ynapmoC dirG rewoP
PDPP Preliminary Development Prjt Proposal
PPP Public Private Partnership
PSC Public Service Commission
PSIDP Private Sector Infrastructure Development Project
RETA Regional Technicaksistance
RCDTA Regional-Capacity Development Technical Assistance
RADP Revised Annual Devgiment Prograrme
DHTR noisiviD syawhgiH dnatropsnarT daoR
DHR tnemtrapeD syawhgiH dna sdaoR
Acronyms Abbreviations
RPSF Rural Poor Stimulus Facility
RoK The Republic of Korea
SDF SAARC Development Fund
SFD Saudi Arabia/Saudi Fund for Development
SREP Scalingup Renewable Energy Project
SIR SDG Implementation Report
SMEP Site Maintenance Engineering Project
SMVT Slow Moving Vehiculardffic
SMEs Small and Mediunsized Bterprises
SDP Small Development Projects
SWU {221Yedzyd 22VWyQa ! YADSNREAI
SASEC South Asia Sulegional Economic Cooperation

X




SHS

Solar Home System

SSC SouthSouth Cooperation

SoD Standing Orders on Disaster

SCF Strategic Climate Fund

SREDA Sustainable and Renewable Energy Development Authority
SDGs Sustainable Developmée Goals

SCD Systematic Country Diagnostic

TSFP Targeted Supplementary Feeding Programme

TPRM Tripartite Portfolio Review Meeting

UNDS UN Development System

UNRC UN Resident Coordinator

UNCDF United Nations Capital Development Fund

UNDP United Natims Development Programe

UNFPA United Nations Populations Fund

UNOPS United Nations Office for Project Services

UNICEF 'YAUSR bliA2ya / KAf RNByQa CdzyR
ADFD United Arab Emirates/Abu Dhabi Fund for Development
UNDAF United Nations Development Assistamafework

UNESCAP United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacifi
UNESCO United Nations Educatioigcientific and Cultural Orgaation
UNEP United Nations Environment Programe

UNFCCC United Nations Framework Convention on Cliem&hange
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Developme®irganigtion

USAID United States Agency for International Development

USDA United States Department of Agriculture

USD United States Dollar

VNR Voluntary National Review

VGD Vulnerable Group Devegbment

WFP World Food Rogranmme

WBG World Bank Group

Xi




Contributors

All the officers of Economic Relations Division

Xii



CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION TO THE ECONOMIC
RELATIONS DIVISION

Xiii



Xiv



XV






1.1Vision and Missionof Economic Relations Division

Vision Mission
!

Ks,ustainable socieconomD /I\/Ianagement of foreigrassistang
development and supporto the implementatior
of the national developmer
strategy through strengthening
relations with development partne

\_ NS /




1.2 Major Functions of Economic Relations Division

Economic Relations Division (ERD$ one of the four Divisions of the Ministry of Finance
(MoF) , Government of t he P e o the Extemal Resqunesb | i ¢
Division wasrenamed ashe Economic Relations Division in 1990.

ERD is responsible for mobilisy external resources for the seeiconomic development of
Bangladesh. This dision leads as the focal point of the Government for interfacing with the
development partners as well as for coordination of all external assistance inflows into the
country. It assesses the needs of external assistance, devisesgy $trahegotiatios and
mobilising foreign assistance, formads and enableassistancamobilisation through the
signing of loans and grants agreements, determines and executes external economic policy.

The functions of ERD are:

1. Assessment, mobilgion, negotiation ahallocation of all multilateral and bilateral
economicassistancéor implementation of development projects under the ADP;

2. Examination and scrutinyof proposals fordreign development assistancesfts,
grants, etc.) received from ministrieisidionsfor allocation and identification of
sources thereof;

3. Mobilisation, negotiation and allocation of external assistance relating to food and
commodity assistance from bilateral and multilateral sources;

4. Coordination and processing for approval of all techinrassistancprogranmes
including assessment of requirement of negotiation with bilateral development
partners and multilateral agencies;

5. Policies and procedure for appointment of expatriate consultants and technical
assistance experts:

6. Coordinationreview, and monitoring of the utikgion of foreignassistance

7. Foreign Debt Minagement including Debt Profiling and Budgeting, Debt Servicing
and maintenance of accounts thereof;

8. Organi® Bangladesh Development Forum (BDF) and follow up activiggading
BDF.

9. Preparation of Foreign Exchangaedeting (other than cash foreign exchange
budgeting).

10. Acting as Cechair of Local Coasultative Group (LCGyomprisingheads of
Development Partnergdrganisations working in Bangladesh.

11.Issues related to foig assistanceolicy with NonGovernmental Organisations
(NGOs) and ForeigAssistancérganisations.

12. All international agreements involving financial, economic and technical cooperation:
Joint Commission/Joint Economic Commission, Joint Economic Cominittee
Economic and Technical Cooperation Agreements, etc., dealing predominantly with
economic and financial issues:

13. Liaise with Resident Missions of multilaterafj@ncies and bilaterdlevelopment
partnercountries;

14. Administration of Economic Wings danghdesh Missions abroaddappointment
of officers and staff thereof;



15. Preparation of briefs and materialsforancial and economiqueriesrelating to
Bangladesh's participation in thenited Nationsand allied organisations,
Commonwealth Conference, Natlied Conference, Organisation of Islamic
Conference, South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC); etc.

16. Programming, nomination, andamagement of fellowships, scholarship and foreign
training offes from bilateral and multilateral sources.

1.3. Organisational Structure

The Secretary, ERD, is the Administrativeleadand the Principal Accounting Officer of
this division. The distribution of wosin ERD is divided into 10 (Ten) Wings. Each Wing
comprisef Branches and Sections.

Brief about the functions and activities of the Wings, Branches, and Sectiomeat®ned
below.

Wing-1: America and Japan
Two Branches(i) Two Duty Posts; Wo Supernumerary Branches (lireeSections

Wing-2: World Bank

ThreeBrandes (Duty Posts) (%ix Supernumerary Branches (@he Section
Wing-3: Administration and Middle East

Two (2) Branches (Duty Postd)) OneSupernumerary Branches (fign Sections
Wing-4: United Nation

Two (2) Branches (Duty Posts) and fi%&ipernumerary Branches

Wing-5: Asian Development Bank (ADB)

Two Branches (Duty Postg)) Two Supenumerary Branches (i) thr&&ections
Wing-6: Coordination and Nordic

Three Branches (Duty Posts), (i) Three Supernumerary Branches (ii)Séuctens

Wing-7: Europe
Two Brandes (Duty Posts) (i) FolBupernumerary Branches

Wing-8: Asia and JEC, Fellowship and Foundation
Two Branches (Duty Postg)) Two Supernumerary Branches (i) figections

Wing 9; Foreign Aid Budget and Accounts(FABA) & ICT
Two Branches (Duty Pas), (i) four Supernumeary Branches (ii) threBections

Wing-10: Development Effectiveness
ThreeBranches (Duty Postd)) six Supernumerary Branches @he Section

In addition,ERD has9 (nine) Economic Wings in Bangladesh Missions Abro&dth areas
follows:

1. Economic Wing, Permanent Mission of Bangladesh to the UN, New York, USA

2. Economic Wing, Embassy of the People's Republic of Bangladesh, Washington DC,
USA
Economic Wing, Embassy of the People's Republic of Bangladesh, Tokyo, Japan
4. Econonic Wing, Embassyof the People's Republic of Bangladesh, Riyadh,

Kingdom of Saudi ArabigkKSA)

w
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Economic Wing, Embassy of tikeople'Republic of Bangladesh, Rome, Italy
Economic Wing, Embassy of the People's Republic of Bangladesh, Brussels,
Belgium

Ecanomic Wing, Embassy of the People's Republic of Bangladesh, Bangkok,
Thailand

Economic WingEmbassyof the People's Republic of Bangladesh, Beijing, China

. Economic Wing, High Commission of the People's Republic of Bangladesh, New

Delhi, India



1.4 Medum-term Strategic Objectives and Significant Ativities

1.4.1 Organisational budge{Thousand BDT)

SL

Description

Budget
20192020

Budget 2019
2020 (Revised)

Budget
20202021

Projection
20212022 | 2022-2023

Operational

160158441

185684200| 203757600 | 224133400

Development

818800

574800 632300 695500

Total

160326200

160977241

186259000| 204389900 | 224828900

1.4.2 Medium Term Strategic Objectives andActivities

Medium Term StrategicObjectives

Activities

1

2

Support to achieve targetsf five year q

plan and SDGs through mobilization of

external resources.

= =

Ease disbursement of committe
external loans and the process of sign
agreement and mobilize grants
Negotiation with development partners
Confirm the utilization of Foreign Aid

Maintain sustainable external debt i

= =4

Develop and implement Aid
management system

External debt servicing

Analyze cost of loans

Improveeconomic relations with 1
development partners

Develop, implement and monitor Joit
[ 22 LISNY GA2Yy  a{ 0N
Pais, Accra, Busan Declaratic
framework

Organize  Bangladesh
Forum(BDF) meetings
follow-up actions

Raise voice in various internation
forums about the negative effects ¢
climate change and mobilize resourc
from various internatioal climate funds
Expedite international agreement
signing by organizing Joint Econor
Commission (JEC) meeting.

Developme
and monit




1.50verall Scenarioof Foreign Assistance ManagementFY 201920

One of the main goals of the present government'stienmg developmerplan is to establish
Bangladesh as a middiecome country by 2021. To achieve this gdlaé government has
placed special emphags increasing investment in the development sector. Considering the
constraints on providing resources from internal sesjréoreign assistance is essential in the
current financial management to meet investment demand as per development goals.
Ban gl atdt@ snesinsent target was set at 8.6% of GDP in the budget of the financial
year. The government's budget deficit vga$ to be financed by a net foreigasistancef

2.4% of GDP. Under the GovernmentRules of Business, ERD is concerned with the
search and collection of foreigissistance

Bangladesh has alreadytained thelower middleincome countrycategory ands welk
poisedto achieve its vision of reaching timeiddleincome countrystatusby 2021.1t is an
outcome of the prudent fiscal policy and financial management of theegoment To reach

the middleincome country level by 2021, according to tH& Five-Year Plan, the GDP
growth rate should gradually increase from 6.5% to 8% in 2020 fiscal year (average 7.4%
from 2016 to 2020). Therefore, the investment which was 32.8% in-2018hould also
gradually increase to 34.4% of GDP in FY 2020. Furthermorecdhection and effective
utilisation of foreign assistance is essential to meet the investment demand in consideration of
the FY 2020. ERD is striving to collect significant foreign assistancactmmplishthe
invedment needs in the socidront, includng electricity, transportation, physical
infrastructure, education and health.

Commitments received from last five fiscal years, i.e. from 2% 201920 amouns
USD 59.61billion, which is an average dSD 11.92billion per FY. At the same time, ¢h
disbursement of foreign assistance amow#® 27.27billion which is an average d§SD
5.45billion per FY. The amounts of commitment and disbursement of foesgistancén
the FY 201920 areUSD 9.724 billion and USD 7.121 (provisional) billion respctively,
which is the highest disbursement in the podependence period.

1.5.1The achievements of the overall activities of ERD in F'201920

Foreign AssistanceMobilis ation

Under the ForeigrAssistanceCollection Programme, a total commitmenbf USD 9.724
million has been signed in FY 2029. Of these, the grant aonat and the loan amount are
USD 502.28 million andJSD 9222.14million, respectively. The target for foreign assistance
(commitment was set at USD5000.00 million in the FY 20320, against which the
commitment was achieved l2.0P%6. During this fiscal year he highest foreign assistance
(commitment)amounting USD1798.86million was received from the ADB amortlge
multilateral development partners

The maximum commitments wereceived from Japaamong the bilateral development
partners,amounting to USD3117.77 million. Most of the total commitment to foreign
assistancénascome from thebilateral sources. The rate of commitments from multilateral
and bilateral sources can ks inGraph 1.



Commitment by Source in FY 2019-20
Graph 1
® Bilateral
62%  mMultilateral

In FY 201920, a total of 66 agreements have been signed with 20 development partners for
foreign assistance, of which 3e grant agreements and 82 loan agreements. A brief
depiction of the agreemernitscitedin Appendixl|.

Disbursement of ForeignAssistance

In FY 201920, the total disbursement of foreigssistancamountsUSD 7121.34million.
Of thesethe grantand the loan amounts are U025.73 millionand USD6845.61million
respectively The ratio of loan and graint the total disbursemenis presenteth Graph 2.

Disbursement : Percentage of grant and
loan

Graph 2

3.79%
Crant

Loan

96:21%

In the aforsaidfiscal year, the revised target for disbursement of foreggistances per
RADP was USD8324 million, against whicB5.55%was disbursed. Out of thistal amount

of disbursenent £Y 201920), USD 3647.84million has comdrom themultilateral sources,
whereasUSD 3473.50million was received fronthe bilateral sourcesAmong the mult
lateral sourceghe highest disbursemeot USD 1656.40 millioncame from the ADBIri this
fiscal year. At the same time, Japan topped the list among all the bilateral sourc® with
disbursement amount of USI®85.74 million. Details ofotal disbursement by development
partners are presented iAppendixIl.

In the FY 201920, out of foreign ssistance, the amounts of food assistamae project
assistance are US@O0 million and USDr121.34 million respectively. Dung this time, an
amount of U® 1000.00 million budget support was received. However, in the past few
years, there has been nalalirsement for commodity assistance. The information regarding
the purpose of disbursement in last several years is preser@eaiin-3 below:



mDisbmsunﬂu of Foreign Assistance by
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Based on a primary estimate, at the end of the FY -201%he amount of forergassistance

in the pige line hagncreasedroundUSD 49.64billion (provisional). Out of thisan amount

of USD 59.44 billion has been added to the foreagsistanceommitment pipe line in the

last five fiscal years, i.e. from FY 204% to FY 201920. This amount of commitent is
supposed to be disbursed within the next five to six years. However, since the foreign
assistancedisbursement is directly related to the implementation of the projects, the
disbursement is largely dependent on the efficiency of the project impiemen
Ministry/Division.

1.52 Annual Development Progranme (ADP)

Although the dependence on foreigrassistancein financing Annual Development
Progranmes (ADPSs) is steadily declining, a significant portion of such prograrestill
being executed by folign assistanceln the revised ADP of FY 20120, the amount of
foreignassistancas project assistanaenounts32.13% of the total ADP size. A comparative
picture of the financing ratio from the Government of Bangladesh and foraggstancén
the revsed ADP of the last five years is showrGraph-4.

Revised ADP : Percentage of financing

from GoB and PA
20%
70% ._/.\.’_,,.—.

60%
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40%
30% —— "t
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InPercentage

2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 201%-20

—&— Foreign Assistance —#—GoB

In the FY 201920, the allocation for project assistance in the Adbi#unted BDT71,80000
crore (USD8447.00 nilion) while the allocation for foodssistancavasBDT 252.00 crore
(USD 30.00 million). Due to the decrease in the demand for togessistance of the
MinistriesDivisions implementing the project, the allocation of project assistamointing
BDT 62,000.0Ccrore(USD 7294.00 million) and food assistanceBIT 252.00crore (USD
30.00million) was made to the revised ADP in this FY.

The allocation of the projedssistanceao the revised ADP for the FY 204® wasBDT
51,000.00 crordUSD 6071.00million) that is,in FY 201920, the allocation of project

8



assistance to the revised ADBs increased by 21.56% as compared to FY-201& should

be noted that since the independence, the allocation of project assistance in the revised ADP
for all fiscal years has been lower than that of ADP. The allocation of project assistance in
ADP andRADRP in the last fivé=Ysis displayed irGraph-5.

ADP & RADP : Allocation of Project aid
70000 4

60000 +
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40000
30000
20000 +
10000 — = :
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Graph § " ADP #RADP

In crore Taka

The total number of foreigassistancerojects in the revised ADPs in FY 2029 is 320,

out of which 114 are technical assistance projects and 206 are investment project&MYn this

an amaint of BDT 61200.99crore was allocated for investment projects, wBIlRT 799.01

crore was allocated for technical assistance projects. No allocation has been reserved for
special needs. A comparative allocation ratio of project assistanitedin Graph-6.

RADP: Projectaid Allocation in
different Projects in FY 2019-20
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As in the last FYs, project assistance was alloctdel’ sectors in the FY 20120 where
transport science and ICT sectors received khghestallocation of foreignassistanceThe
information of top five sectors with the maximuriiogation of foreign assistange the
revised ADP in FY 20120, is specifiedn Graph-7.
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The allocation of sectewise project assistance in the revised ADP for this FY is shown in
Appendixlll . On the other hand, the Ministry of Science and Tebétgy has received
highest support from the Ministrivision-wise allocation. AppendixIV contains the
information of the MinistryDivision-wise allocation.

Initiatives to increase the use of project support

ERD has been continuously taking variougiatives to ensure maximum utilegion of

project assistance allocated to Alpiojects. For the past few years, quarterly tripartite
portfolio meetings, at the Winlgvel, have been held witMinistriesDivisions and
developmenpartners.Slow moving progcts are being identified in view of the pace of the
disbursement of foreign assistance during the time period after the signing of the agreement.
These projects are being reviewed at quarterly tripartite portfolio meetings. Moreover, there
are biennial metings at the Secretatye v e | and annual meetings
Minister's level to review the progress diie most allocated projectépart from these
initiatives, the progress of the project implementation is monitored through & série
inspections for identifyingthe problems that may arigeringimplementation of the projects.

All these initiatives taken by ERD play vital role towardsincreasing the utiletion of

project assistance allocated in favor of Ab#&sed projects. The informati about the
utilisation of project assistance is presenteGiiaph-8.
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A Fast Track Project Monitoring Committee was constitwtader the Chairmanship of the
Hon'ble Prime Ministeron 15 May 2013to accelerate the implementation of nationally
important and major projects. After the formation of the committee, a total of five meetings
have been held till June 2019. Padma Multipurpose Bridge Project, 2X600 MW MOITRI
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Super Thermal Power (Rampal) Project, Ruppur Nuclear Power Plant Establishmerf Projec
Dhaka Mass Rpid Transit Development (Metroal) Project, LNG Floating, Storage and
Regasification Unit Construction Project, Pailxeep Sea Port Construction Project,
Matarbari2X600 MW Ultra Super Critical Cah FiredPower Project, Padma Multipurpose
Bridge Rail Link Projectand DohazarRamu Cox's Bazar &RamuMyanmar Ghundum
Single Line Duali gauge track construction project have been identified asfagtdrack
projects. AFast track project monitoring task force has been set up to closely ondh
activities of these projects.

External Debt Management

ERD manages foreign debt of the government. This Division has beeg tsn
internationally standardisd software 06Debt Management Fi
(DMFAS) for thelast 12 years téacilitate the task of debt management. Bangladesh's ability

to manage foreign debt hadtainedthe global standard Currently, most of the foreign
borrowings taken by the government are medium and-temg loans, which are usually of a
concessional nata. An analysis of the government's debt repayment data from a foreign
sourceshowsthat the net flow of foreign debt has increased by 13.18% inRNKigas

compared to the previous fisc@raph-9 specifiesthe data of foreign debt flows of the past

few years.
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1.5.3Debt Servicing

ERD manages foreign debt repayment activities. The Divibias paid a total of USD
1726.22million against foreign debts to the development partners in the FY-2010f
thesg the pincipal amounis USD 1269.53 millon while interest is USP2156.69 million. In
this FY, the budget allocation fdioreign loan repayments was USIB50.00 million. It
should be noted that since independeB@mgladesh has been able to repay the o due
time. Even Bangladesmever requires applying for rescheduling of installments in
repayment of loans.

1.5.4Debt Sustainability

Several indicators are usghbbally todeteminethe sustainability of foreign debt. One of the
most prevalent indicators is the foreign loan status andconeparative analysis of the
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country's GDP, export earnings, revenue income with the repayments of principals &
interests.To this endthe World Bank and IMF have determined the risk borderline of debt
sustainability indicators for the developing countriesA compar ati ve pictur ¢
foreign debt sustaindlty indicators for the FY 20186, 201617, 201718& 201819 are

presented below

Table 1:
Indicators Foreign Debt to Debt Service  to
M GDP Export Revenu| Export
plus e plus
Remittanc Remittanc
e e
2015-16 13.2% 56.2% 10.8 % 4.6%
201617 12.8 % 63.6 % 7.9 % 4.0 %
201718 13.9 % 68.6 % 8.3 % 3.9 %
2018-19 14.7 % 70.4% 9.4 % 4.4%
Threshold Level 40% 150% 30% 20%

The above index analysgpecifiesthat the foreign debt sustainability oaBgladesh is far
below the maximum risk limitlt revealghat Bangladesh's foreign debt sustainability is at a
satisfactory level. This has also been reflected in the published observations of credit rating
institutions such as Moody's Investors Serviceo@hly's), Standard and Poor's (S&P) and
Fitch Ratings. Thee organiations have placed Bangladesh in the same sovereign debt index
in their reports. In this rating list, Moody's, S&P and Fitch have also termed Bangladesh's
credit situation stable by provitj Ba3, BB and BB ratingsrespectively this year.

Initiatives taken to reduce the risk of norconcessional loans

Additional investment demand has been created to achieve the target of establishing
Bangladesh as a middiecome country by 2021. Onelother hand, due to the slowdown in

the global economy, the complexity of Euregentric debt and the changing geopolitical
context, the sources of flexible debt hameunk.

In addition as thestateowned eterprises and autonomous orgaigns are aking non
concessional loansgainst government guarantede risk of foreign debts is increasing
steadily. The Standing Committee on NGoncessional Loan (SCNCL) was constitutgth

the chairmanship of the Hon'ble Finance Minisier31 May 1980 to emine and approve

the flexibility of the loan in a process consistent with the international best practice for
mitigation of risk of hard conditions. Foreign loans with less than 35% grant element are
required to be presented to tliemmittee for examinan and approval. Thi€ommittee
scrutinizes and approves the nmncessional loan proposals. SCNCL has approved the
proposal for taking fifteen neooncessional loans in the FY 2020. It ismentionablehat a

total of 55 proposals for nenoncessiondbans has been approved till June 2020.

1.5.5Policy and Procedural Reforms

Foreign AssistanceManagement System (FAMS} a web-based application software
developed for intensive monitoring anitie accelerating the management of foreign
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assistance. Pject implementingMinistriesDivisiongAgencies and Bangladesh Bank, CGA
offices and every foreigassistancerojecs are connected to this system onlimarough this
software the owerall management and reporting of foreign daarse, including the claction
andusage offoreign assistance, monitoring of disbursements and formulation of ADPs, are
being carried out. The running software is in the process of being connected to IBAS++,
AIMS, including other systems developed by the Planning Division kgDl A second
phaseof theproject is underway to make the system more-fremndly and upgraded.

To expedite the implementatioansure proper preparation and to carry out the preparatory
work of the projectwithin the stipulated time, the llacation and Managementdticy of the
project preparatory work' and 'Checklist of the preparatory work of the project’ have been
formulated It has already been published in the Gazette and sent to all Ministries/Divisions.

Future Plans

Targets related to commient and utilisation of foreign assistance and debt repayment for
the FY 202021;

1. The foreignassistanceommitment target oJSD 6,000.00 million has been
estimated,;

2. The foreignassistancdisbursement target is estimatedJ&D 8319 million;

3. In the ADP,a total of BDT 70,502 crore has been allocated for the project
assistance ifavour of 308(technical 103+ investment 205) foreigasistance
projects; and

4. For the repayment of foreign loan and loan interest, a total of BDA738,
crore has beeallocatel in the budget.
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CHAPTER 2

AN OVERVIEW OF THE ACTIVITIES OF
VARIOUS WINGS OF THE ECONOMIC
RELATIONS DIVISION
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2.1. Wing-1: America and Japan
United States of America (USA)

United States of America (USA) &strustedDevelopment Partner of Bangksh since 1974.

An agreement titled AEconomic, Techni cal an
Bangladesh and USA in 1974. USA provides most of their development assistance through
United States Agency for International Development (USAID) and Udtates Department

of Agriculture (USDA). To date, US Government has provided assistance of more tBan US

7.00 billion to Bangladesh.

Development Objective Grant Agreement (DOAG) was signed between USAID and ERD on

14 August, 2012 amounting USD 571.72lman. At present, USAID is assisting Bangladesh

in the areas of Agriculture, Food Security, Health and Education, Climate Change,
Democracy and Good Governance through 66 ongoing Development Projects. 1202019

USD 156.86 million was disbursed under DOARd the total assistance under DOAG
increased to USD 1.331 billion. Besides, under GdddEmergency Response fund, USD 37
million has been released through several N
for Scrutinizing, Monitoring and Evaluatiom f Bi ot ech Research Pr
implemented now. Various Research Programmes under Biotech Research Project for the
invention of salinity and Submergence Tolerant Rice Variation, Experimentation of the
germs of tuberculosis from animal to humand aice versa are being implemented now.

Canada

Since 1986, a project titl ed AProgramme Su
entrusted with the responsibility of monitoring, evaluating and inspecting the projects. To
initiate the ftkiselPk oSemgpor(tFSSenwi replacing
Projecto, a Memorandum of Understanding was
and Bangladesh off®Vay 2017 to provide support of 9.7 million Canadian Dollar.

Ministry of Health and Family Welfe isimplementingaprojedt i t | ed O6Human Res
Heal t h Wth dhe eg@ant dassistance of 100 million Caradian dollar of the
Government of Canada. The main objective of fingect is to improve the maternal and
neonatal health condition tfie poor through producing efficient and skilled nursesidies,

a nonprofitable organiation of Canada namedsrand Challenges Canadaas committed

funding 0100 million Canadian dollar to Bangladeskhinder the project entitled
AStrengt hemiimg oBalbdi e§s nBrstry of Chil d and Wor

Japan

Japan provides assistance to different sectors like power, transport, communication,
agriculture, health, education, environment and human resource development for the
economic development of Bangladedburing 1972 to June 2020, Japan has committed
financial support of more than USD 24.00 billion as Projestistance Foodassistancand
Commodityassistancéo Bangladesh in the form of grants, loans tewhnical assistance. In
201920, 31 projects wter Japanese OD#oan 8 projects under Japanese grant and 35
technical assistance projecta progress The onrgoing Loan, Grant and Technical
CooperatiorProjects under financing agreements are citeshimexure-1 (I-111) .

In FY 201920, Government of {@n has provided pledge dPY 338,247 million (approx.
USD 3.15 billionBDT 26,765.67 crore) for the following 7 projects under Japar’SOfIA
Loan Package.

(@) Dhaka Mass Rapid Transit Development Project (Rinerthern route(l)

(b) HazratShahjalainternational Airport Expansion Project (I1)

(c) Dhaka Mass Rapid Transit Development Profeste 6)1V)
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(d) Jamuna Railway Bridge Construction Project (I1)

(e) ChattogramCox 6 s Bazar Hi ghwa¥¥/S) mprovem
(H Food Value Chain ImprovemeProject

(g) Urban Development and City Governance Project

An Exchange Note of JP¥00million (approx BDT3 8. 36 Cr ore) on fiEcono
DevelopmentP r 0 g r a mmewas gignea jore 27 tJanuary, 2020 betweenlLtB® and

Japan. This Project wilbbe implemented by th®epartment of Public Health Engineering

under the Local Government Divisi¢hGD).

Under JapaiebtCancellationFund (JDCF) BDT 1190.20 lac was allocated for a singte on
going project of Local Government Engineering DepartnieGED) under theLGD in ADP

for 201920 while BDT 1396.00 lac was allocated in Revisédhnual Development
Progranme (RADP).

An Exchange Note JPY 500 million (approx K
Programmeo pr oj &Jaruaryy2020 betwegnrithe §GDeand J&pan.

Under DRGA and DRGACF while BDT 6321.77 lac has been allocated against 08 projects
of different Ministries/DivisiorandBDT 22,562.52 lac has been allocated against 11 projects
of different Ministries/Divisios in ADP andRADP respectively.

Japan Human Resource Development Scholarship (PBg$@cthas been implemented by

ERD since 2001 and it will be completed in 2025. Total estimatecdbttse project is BDT
43108.05 | ac i n whi c hh28@bl&dsd Japanast assidbance is BDT 1 s
42579.80 lac. So far, Japan has provided JPY .B98iiillion as grant for this project. The

main objective of the pject is to provide opportunitfor the Class 1 officials dBangladesh

Civil Serviceand Bangladgh Bank to study Masters aRthD Courses in Japan to contribute

t o c o uendlopmeidt by applying their knowledgereturn.

Under thisProgramme 325 officers successfully completed théra s t gragm@arame from
renowned Japanese universities andrretd to Bangladesh. A total of 64 officials of"17
18" and Ph.D (58 for Msters and 6 for FD) are presently studying in Japaelectionis
made through open competition among eligible officers. fHd&vs can pursue Master's and
PhD Degree in théollowing areas under JDBrogramme

Enhancement of Capacity fBublic Administratve Government

Enhancement of Legal Capacity and Policy

Enhancement of Capacity for Urban and Rural Planning and Policy
Enhancement of Capacity for Policy Planning of RubfFinance, Investment
Management and Economic Growth

== == =4 =N

The Government of Japan also provides short term trainings for different Government
officials. In FY 20192020, 155 officials were provided training through Japanese sgrant
assistance.
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2.2. Wing-2: World Bank
2.2.1. Background.

The World Bank Wing ofthe ERD manages and coordinates all tieancial assistance/loan
processg activities of the World Bank to ensure adequate funding for the important
development projects of the Government of Bangladesh.

In line with the 7th Five Year Plan, the World Bank has prepared 'Systematic Country
Diagnostic (SCD)O6 as an integral part of thi
Bangladesh. The ongoing CPF will expire in FY 2@A0CPF involves the folling areas:

a) Energy $ctor;

b) Inland Connectivity anddgistics;
¢) Regional and Globahtegration;
d) Urbanistion

e) Adaptive Delta Mnagement

In addition, the World Bank will gradually increase its cooperation in conduatiacyc
economic stabty and related crossutting challenges; human developmenstitutions and
business environmentor sustainable development. The World Barstnternational
Development Assoation (IDA)) has committed USI[32.828 billion in loans / grants and
disbursedUSD 22.00 hillion since independence. Currently, there are 57 projects worth
aroundUSD 14.00billion under the World Bank financing, including trust funds.

The World Bank's funding has been steadily increasing for the development giioject
BangladeshA total of USDO0.976 billion financing has been signed with the World Bank in
the lastFY, and about UB 1.3 billion has been disbursed during the year. ftoeworthy
that the WB accounts for 29% of the total external resources received by Bangimdesh
independence.

01. BangladesiHealth Sector SupportProject

A grant agreement was signed 26/10/2019 to provid&SD 20.48million grant in support
of the Bangladesh Health Sector Support ProjegenGAgreement for a MuHDevelopment
PartnerTrug Fund (MDTF) TFOA 6941 under the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
(MoH&FW). The implementation period of the project is from Jan2@&d8to June2022.It

is mentionable that the main agreements for the implementation 4f thealth, Population
ard Nutrition @" HPNSP) programe were signed with the World Bank on Aug@§;, 2017

for a loan to théJSD 500.00million and a grant otJSD 15.00million. The mainobjective

of this project isto ensure health and wddking for citizens of Bangladesh lexpanding
access to equajitand equitable dmnlthcare in a healthy and safe living environment.

02. Covid-19 Emergency Response and Pandemic Preparedness Project

The World Bank has providedSD 100.00million as loan for the OVID-19 Emergency
Responsand Pandemic Preparedness Project to be implemented Moth&FW. To this

end, an agreement was signed between the Government of Bangladesh and the World Bank
on 10 April, 2020. Ms. FamaYasmin, SecretarfgRD and Mercy Miyangrembon, Country
Director, World Bank Dhaka Office, from the World Banlkigned the agreement on behalf

of their respective side$he main goals of this project awe
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i) Improve capabilities in the areas of surveillance, case investigation and deployment

of rapid response tearhisor 060 Qad®WVIicses and / or suspecte

i) Enhance health services to ensure effective clinical management of CT&VID
confirmed and suspected cases and

iii) Enhance capacity for future Public Health Emergencies of International Concern
(PHEIC).

03. Health and Gender Support Project

The World Bank has providedSD 150.00million in grants for the implementation of the
Health and Gender Support Project under the Ministry of Health and Family Wdlfare.
agreement was signed between the GovernmoérBangladesh and the World Bank on
04/08/2020 MsFaima Yasmin, SecretaryeRD and World Bank Miyand@embon, Country
Director, World Bank Dhaka Office signed the agreement on behalf of their respective sides.
The local gopleo f Cox 6 s B a zdfectedafor ¢he fereiblyeDismalceg Rohingya
Population (DRP). The World Bank provides the grant to help the DRPs includifaréhe
population, in education and hea#téctor. The main objectives of this project are:

) Strengthening integrated Health, Ntibn and Population (HNP) and Gender
Based Violence (GBV) response services in all tiers of health care and in the
Displaced Rohingya Population (DRP) camps: Supporting the delivery HNP
& GBYV response services, in all tiers bkalth facilities of Cox'sBaza

District.
(i) Strengthening government systembs ¢
Cox0s Bazaar District: Supporting d

service del i villyfunctiomal. Cox 6s Baza

04. Scalingup Renewable Energy Projet (SREP) for Bangladesh:

Renewable Energy is an easy solution to ensure access to electricity for all in Off Grid Areas.

To increase the generation of renewable energy by using Solar PV, SREP, tifatérkind

was signed betwedBangladesh anthe Wald Bankon 29 August 2019. The implementing
agencies are: Sustainable and Renewable Energy Development Authority (SREDA),
Electricity Generation Company of Bangladesh (EGCB) and Infrastructure Development
Company Limited (IDCOL).

The Project iginanceal by a USD 156.00 million IDA credit and USD 26.38 million loan and
USD 2.87 million grantfrom the Scalingup Renewable Energy Programa of the Strategic
Climate Fund (SCF). The Projestdesigned as a package of financial instruments, resource
assessméntechnical assistance and capacity building to address challengesling up
renewable energy in Bangladesh.

Main objectives: (1) Increase installed generation capacity of renewable energy and reduce
dependency on fossil fuel & carbon emissi(®); De-risk further investment in similar sites
and 3) Encourage private sector participation by addressing the barriers related to lack of
implementation experience and institutionapacities. In addition, recogimg theacuteland
scarcity in Bangladeshhe component supports opening and scalipdhe rooftop solar PV
market.
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05. Bangladesh Municipal Water Supply and Sanitation Project (BMWSSP)

On 30 October 201% Financing Agreementf SDR 72.20 million equivalent to USD
100.00 million as loan haseen siged between Bangladesh and IDA of the World Bank
Group to implement"Bangladesh Municipal Water Supply and Sanitation Project
(BMWSSP)" The project will close on 30 June 2023.

Main objectives:

1. Supply of potable water in the prescribed 30 @fhinbunicipalities
2. Establishment of improved sewerage system
3. Increase the capacity of municipalities to provide services.

06. Dhaka Sanitation Improvement Project (DSIP)

On 30 June 202( Financing Agreement of USID70.00 million as loan has been signed
between Bangladesh and IDA of the World Bank Group to implenighaka Sanitation
Improvement Project(DSIP)'. Ms. Fatima Yasmin, Secretary, ERD and Ms. Mercy Miyang
Tembon, Country Director, of the World Bank Dhaka Office signed the agreement on behalf
of their respective sides. The closing date of the project is 30 J@fe 20

Main Objectives:
1 Formulating a long term plan for the developmergaferage system in Dhaka city

1 Increasing thecapacity of sanitation services in sé&gtareas of Dhaka mepolis,
and
1 Increasing the efficiency of Dhaka WASA in providing sanitation services.

07.Second Programmatic Jobs Development Policy Credit (DPQ)

A Loan agreement of USR5000 million (Budget Support) has been signed on 21 June

2020 in Dhaka bet/en Bangl adesh and | DA, Worl d Bank
Jobs Development Policy Credit (DRXC) 0 p me MgsrFatima Yasmin, SecretaigRD,

Ministry of Finance and Ms. Mercy Tembon, Country Director, World Bank, Dhaka Office,
signed the loan ageenent on behalf of their respective sides. The credit amount will have to

be repaid in 30 years (with 5 years grace period).

The Government in recent years has kmlphasized on reform and modernisation of some
policy strategies/regulations with the iwvement ofvarious minisries/divisionsagencies of

the Government to support extended job creation, improved job quality, and inclusive access
to jobs for all the Bangladeshi nationals. In this context, the Government avwbtlteBank

Group (WBG) have éenengaged in a thregear programme of reforms for the period 2018

2021, and the World Bank Group (WBG) agreed ttema financial assistance of USD
750.00 million in this regard. The first programe in the series (Job DRC) was completed

in FY 201819 where IDA provided US250.00 million and in its continuity, &s agreed to
provide another US250 million in the second prograne (Job DPG2) in the current FY
201920.
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Purpose of the Project:

Under Job DPC Prograne, the Government agreed to re®iand update somexisting
legislations and rulesieengineering business processes wtiiakie eventually contribute
wards to improvement of Doing Business Index of Bangladesh. Improvement of Doing
Business Ranking will facilitate attracting new investmand thus create employment
opportunities. This DPC tranci®ewas due to be released in FY 2@ZI21. In order to
address the adverse impacts of COMI®) the World Bank (IDA) agreed to frontload this
disbursement in FY 2012020 on request of the Goverant of Bangladesh. This fund will

be utilized for emergency health related services and for implementing stimulus packages
announced by t he Hlh&aoa-going Profcts om&orldvBankiV\sngre r .
citedin Annexure-2.
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2.3. Wing-3: Administration and Middle East

AdministrationandMiddle East Wing plays theentralrole of internal management of ERD.
This wing consists oftwo main branches namely &dministration Branch ané) Middle
East BranchAdministration Branch comprises eigl®) ectons (01 Supernumerary branch
and?7 sectionsyhile Middle East Brancloperates3 sections.

2.3.1 Functions of Administration Branch

Budget peparation

Preparation and approval of pay, allowances and bills of ERD personnel

Nomination ofofficers forboth local and foreign training;

Activities related to recruitmenpromotion, posting and pension etc;

Providing general servicesmdlogistics and activities related to procurement

Resolving audit bjectionsnotified by aidit teams

Organisng in-housefnternal training

Celebration of national anchternationadays/eents

Payment of subscription in favouof Bangladesh Government tmternational

organisations;

9 Activi ti es related to appoi FoteigneBohomiaWidgs dep u't
in the Bangladesh missions abroad.

1 Supervision othe performance of the Economic Wings

= =4 =4 -4 -4 -4 -a A -2

2.3.2. Training Programmes

To strengben the competence of ERD officiateaining programme has been condudbgd
the ERD, RPATC and BIAM FoundationTraining Programmes @fudes Orientation
Programme Re f r e s h e rinjpated@Grainingssoe fliagn @ourtesy and Conduct. A
number of 213 employees of ERD participated in these training programriesfinancial
year 20192020

2.3.3. Good Practices and Process Sphification

1 Developing a database of the retirinfficers and staffs This databaséas been
l inked to ERDOGs website;

1 Introduction of digital identity ard systermalong withfingerprint for all officials of
ERD;

1 Initiation of 100% dficial correspondecethrough enothi (file) system:.

1 Selection of a Grievance RedreSgstem (GRS)focal point (oint Secretafyto
address the objections raisedtbg beneficiaries/stakeholders;

1 Installation of a new Public Address (PA) sound system for the-RIEGnfeence
room

1 Signing of an agreemertb facilitate smooth internal official communication for
annual repair and maintenance of intercom system consisibiges;

9 According to APAG6s instruction, Hkillsdf of fi c
both BTCL (100 mbpsgand private support farnative 40 mbpshave been duly
paid.
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2.3.4 Activities of Economic Wings Abroad
E R D Be®nomic Wingsare responsibléor:

Fostering and strengthening econoneil@ations;

Mobilising foreign resource

Vertical and horizontahgansionof development@operation;

Cementing relations among investors of host @&atprent country;

Maintaining relations among Finance and Commerce Ministries of both countries;
Updating changes anduggesting challengesonfrontirg the economy in the
rapidly changing world

= =4 =4 -4 a4 -a

2.3.5 Achievements of Economic Wings

2.3.51 Economic Wing, Permanent Mission to the United Nations, New York

A) Leadership Role in UN Funds and Progranmes: Bangladesh demonstrated strong
leadership role inUN funds and programmed.hrough election Bangladesh secured its
position in the Executive Boards of USEF and UNWomen for 2012021 Period.
Bangladesh represented Asia and Pacific Group as Vice President in the Executive Board of
UNICEF. Bangladesh madenportant contributions to the Executive Boards of-UNdmen,
UNDP/UNFPA/UNOPS by sharing its experiences in reducing powaanty by achieving
substantial projects in soegconomic development.

B) Operational Activities of the UN and UNDSReform: 2019was very important for

the operational segment of the UKl the new Resident CoordinatoysEm was introduced

in all countries as part of the UN Development System (UNDS) reform initiated by the UN
Secretary General. Due to its role and commitment, Balegh secured position in the
exclusive 10 countryCore Group on Working Methods of the Executive Boards of the
UNDP/UNFPA/UNOPS, UNICEF, WWlMVomen and WFh 2018 (jointly with Republic of
Korea representing 53 Asia Pacific member states).

C) South-South Cooperation: Bangladesh continued its leading role in thddfief

SouthSouth Cooperation ithe UN. Bangladesh delegatiam d er t he | eader shi j
Foreign Minister HE. A. K. Abdul Momen participatedat the highlevel UN conference on
SouthSouh Cooperation (BAPA+40 conferergiein Buenos Aires, Argentinan March

2019

D) Diaspora Business Facilitation and inage Building: Mission facilitated at least

four events hosted by New York $&d Bangladeshi business orgatimns during the
Banglades b u s i n e s svisitlte Neavgyarkat tleerlJbl £&eneral Assembly. Mission
also facilitated US Chamber of Commer&angladesh business dialogueshich was

atten d e d b hle PHmoenMinister Sheikh Hasina and other members of her UNGA
delegation. In Sepmber, 2019 mission facilitated participation of highel Bangladesh
delegation toBangladesh RisingConference orgaresl by the South Asia Institute at the
Gutman Conference Center of the Harvard University that discussed the impressive
development suesses of Bangladesh, challenges and way forward.
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2.3.52 Economic Wing, Washington D.C.

A) Proposed Energy Framewrk Agreement (EFWA) between Bangladesh and USA

A Framework Agreement between Bangladesh and USA has been proposed in expediting
greatereneagy cooperation in a series of meetings with a fruitful discussion regaedergy
cooperationssues in the bilateral forum.

B) An unexplored market for Bangladeshi goods and services and Bangladesh
Argentina proposed free trade agreement (FTA)

To expedite bilateral economic engagements, Economic Minister of the Embassy of
Bangladesh, Washington D.@uring his visitmet Argentinearhigh officialsand expanded
the possibly oBangladestArgentina FTA.

C) Branding Bangladesh

Economic Ministerexpa i ned Bangl adesho6s egoandmgamd & rsihg as al
manufacturingand technolgy hub in the two highly orgaresl gatherings featuring
entrepreneurs, investors, corporate executives, logaergment officials, and NRBs at

Miramar and Miami oFlorida on 19 an@0 February 2020 jointly orgamd by the Embassy

of Bangladesh, Washington D.C. and Broward County, Floridee recent significant

reforms of business environment, comparative advantages of doing business with/in
Bangladeshyibrant private sector, enormous tradedinvestment opportunities in the field

of PowerandEnergy, ICT, Biotechnology, Pharmaceuticals, and Infrastructureastdeen

discussed in details/thoroughly during the events.

2.3.53 Economic Wing, Tokyo

A) Conclusionof the 40" Official Development Assistance (ODA) loan package

During theVVIP visit of Hondle Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina to Japan in 20194tk
ODA loan packagef JP¥ 275,786 billion (approximatelySD 2.5 billior/ BDT 21,206 crore
were signedor 5 (five) development projects i.e. (BatarbariPort Development Project (1);
(b) Matarbari Ultra Super Critical Coalifed Power Project (v)(c) Dhaka Mass Rapid
Transit Devéopment Project (Line 1) (1), (dyoreign Directinvestment Project (II); ange)
Energy Efficiency and Conservation Promotion Financing Project (phase 2).

B) Japan Human Resources Development (JDS) Scholarships

The main objective of the project is to provide opportunities for Bangladesh Civil Service
Cadre and Banglade®&ank dficials to pursue Masters and Pliegree courses in Japtam

enriching human resource development in Bangladesh. Under Japan Human Resources
Development Programe, a total of 394 JDS fellows have been digjed to Japan to study

Masters @urse since 200 Of them, 293 officers successfully completed their courses and 5
officers were dropped. At prese,8 of fi cers are stnnéypurdg Mast
universities in Japan. In addition, since 2018, six officers have been enrolled for PhD
programme in Meiji, Ritsumeikan, Hiroshima and Yamaguchi University.

2.3.5.4Economic Wing, Riyadh
Activities performed by the Economic Wing(201920)

1. Initiatives have been takeéa open a bank branch in Saudi Argbia

2. To acceleratehprove remittance dwities from Saudi Arabiaahigh-powered delegation
hasvisitedthe country;

3. Agreements have been signed with SABIC and BCIC for the purchase of fertilizers in
Bangladesh;
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4. Execution of Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) of Engineering DimensionpGrou
with BCIC

for setting up of new Cement Factory and Power Plant at Chhatak Cement Factory area;
5. Execution of Memorandum of Understanding on Power Project with ECGB aRdnar

Company;
6. Initiatives have been taken to encage Bangladeshbusinessmen tavail the opportunity
from

100% owned companies from the Economic Development Board in Bahrain
7. Foodex Saudi Fair orgamid by EPBwvas a successfully completed
8. 04 (four) NRB conferences have been orgadisn Riyadh, Jeddah, Mex@nd Medina of
Saudi

Arabia to increase investment. Related bookietgiazines have been published and
distributed
9. Establifment of Doctor's Pool againsb@d-19 from March 2020 to date, inauguration of

Prabasbandhu Call Center, arrangemehtpublicity and publications in this regard,
provision of

emergency ambulance service to emerggratients and medical services;
10. Enhancing relations throughe completion of bilateral and multilateral communication
and trade

exchanges lieeen Saudi Arabia, GCC, Middle East, North African Countries and Sub
Sahara

Countries

2.3.55 Economic Wing, Rome

A) High Level Visit: H o n 0RrilneeMinister of Bangladesh, H. E. Sheikh Hasina, paid an
official bilateral visit to Italy on 6 Febh uary 2020 wupon the invit
President of the Council of Ministers (Prime Minister) of Italian Republic, H. E. Mr.
Giuseppe Conte. The bilateral talks between the two Prime Ministers, which took place on
February 5th 2020, reflected thesgore development of bilateral trade exchanges. The two
leaders expressed their confidence in further consolidating the {Bdiagladeshi economic
partnership, including in the sectors of readgde garments, pharmaceutical products, light
engineeringjeather, high tech and both conventional, renewable energy and blue economy.
During thevisit, the Economic Wing orgarésd b usi ness meetings for
Minister with the CEOs of the seven big Italian companies including Eni, Leonardo,
Fincantier, Intermarine, AvecoThese Italian companies expressed their strong interests for
investment and to create local partnership to foster the transfer ofhmown Bangladesh.

24



oy

The CEO of Eni, a fully integrated global oil anccgagpany, me A G K i K Brime 2
Minister on 05 February 2020 to discuss the possibility to supplytenmng LNG in
Bangladesh.

B) Multilateral Engagement
1 International Fund for Agricultural D evelopment (IFAD):

H o n 6 Minister, Ministry of Planning Governmenbf Bangladesh along with four
members including the Additional Secretary of ERD visited Rome to attefld 43
session of the Governing Council of IFAD held on1Pl February 2020Two loan
agreements have been signad2019 for Char Developmenand Settlemat (1V)
project (USD 55.00 itlion) and Rural Microentenpse Transformation Project (USD
200.00m I I'i on) . | F ADO s shpsccurrentlyolSD .23 ibitiowldchn g | a d e
is the second largestortfolio globally. Bangladesh represedtlFAD in the 66th
Session of United Nations Joint Staff Pension Board and contributenensely in
retaining the seat of the orgaai®n in the context of new Pension Board
composition. Bangladesh, after seven yedaas, beerlected as the Alternate Member

of IFAD Execuive Board for 2020 in the 41st Governing Council. Moreover,
Bangladesh will get preference to be the Alternate Member in 2021 Executive Board
as well.Mission in Rome played proactive role to influence other member countries.
Bangladesh is selected fraost C countries as a member of Twelfth Replenishment
of | FADds Resources.

1 Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO):

Bangladesh demonstrated proactive leadership in establishing consensus on
governance and operands issues of FAangladesh successfullyoncludes its
tenure as the Chairperson of the Asia Regional Group in, A#8. Bangladesh
demonstrateghro-active leadership ibringing consensus on some recent governance
and operational issues of FA&hdreceivedthe Chairmanship of the group aftex s
years On behalf of Bangladesh, the EC also holds the responsibility of the Vice
Chairperson of the Asia Regional Group in 20B@ngladesh has been nominated a
Member of Finance Committee during the ¥&ession of the FAO Council on 01
July, 2019 forthe consecutive second testarting from July 2019 July, 2021

1 World Food Programme (WFP):

The Executive Board of WFP visited Rohin
during 1924 Cctober, 2019. The Embassy orgadisan eventfor he Hon érbl e F o
Minister of Bangladeshduring his bilateral visit on 28 Octohe2019 in Rome, to

meet with the Board members, including the President of the WFP Bodrd an
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Executive Director of WFP.dam made an oral presentation to share their experience
on field vist.

C) Commercial Activities
1 Business Seminars:In order to deepen these ongoingtiatives, the Embassy

organi®d business seminars titled Tr ade and l nvest ment
Bangladesb in association with Serbia Chamber of Commerce in Belgra8e (1
September2019), Sardinia Chamber of Commerce in Cagliari (23 OctdtiE9).
The Bangladesh Delegatessalssedirade and investment relations with Italy and
highlighted the incentives and facilities offered by the Government of Bangladesh to
foreign nvestors

1 Follow-up: The Embassy receives regular queries from business community/persons
of Italy on different issues and answers their queries very promptly. In order to
maintain the accountability, the mission develops a database to track the feaulback
time. Significant number of questions ideing sent to Bangladesh Investment
Development Authority (BIDA) for their interventions. Most considerable part of this
initiative is that one Italian power company has already established its office in
Banglagsh with direct support from the Embassy and three other companies are in
the pipeline to set up their offices in Bangladesh on which Embassy is coordinating
with the International Investment Promotion Division of BIDA.

D) Bangladesh Development Forum @20

The Economic Counsellors joined the Conference of the Economic Wings and also
participated in the Bangladesh Development Forum host&RByin 29-30 January2020.

E) Rome Mission work during COVID-19

FAO: During the pandemic, the Economic wingok various initiatives which
included sending reports covering updated information on the works of the threenREBA
will be beneficial for BangladestiEconomicCounsellor holds several virtual meetings with
the top management of FAO like Deputy DigacGenerals, Directeur de Cabinet and FAO
Representative in Bangladesh and establishes a coordination mechanism with ERD, Ministry
of Agriculture(MoA) and FAO Country Office in order to scale upawses for Bangladesh.
H o n 6Nbifdister for Agriculturewrote a letter to the DirectgBeneral of FAO on 19 May
2020 to support Bangladesh to rebuild stronger and more effective supply and value chains in
light of theimpact of COVID19.

IFAD: In the 129th session of the Executive Board-@&0 April 2020, where the Board
approves USD40 million of seed funding for COVI9 Rural Poor Stimulus Facility
(RPSF) from grant resource linedawill raise the fund around USID0 million excluding
sovereign borrowing. Bangladesh was also part of this historic moa®eit became the
member of the IFAD Board after seven years. TharBalso decides to allocate U5
million grant resources for the private sector window to provide fund to the microenterprises
and the farmer cooperatives. Bangladssamong the fst batch ofeight countries which is
going to receivdJSD 915,000 of grant funds from RPSFhe funding will be used by the
Ministry of Agriculture (M) with FAO support (under the ongoing SACP project) for
guick-impact homestead vegetable productionhi@ tipcoming Rabi season. It will provide
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seeds, fertilizers and tools to 26,000 of the poorest and most vulnerable households in
selected districts with the most severe chronic malnutrition.

New Initiative by Rome Mission: The Economic Wing communicatedtivthe Ministry of
Commerce and BGMEA to know the status of the Italian impodienisg May 201920. Due

to proactive engagement, the Ministry of Commerce issued formal letter to BGMEA and
BKMEA to provide updated information on the hold/cancellationagibn of Italian buyers.

Based on the information of 103 buyers, the mission identifiddop Ten o BMMG buye
took initiative to hold virtud oneto-one meeting$o continue business operation during the
pandemic and alstw strengtheriong-term business partnership. The Economic Counsellor
had arranged virtual meetings with two companiekng with e-mail/telephonic
conversations with three other companies in June. All the companies wdlt@maitiatives

of the Rome nssion and expresd their commitments to continue and increase their
business operations in Bangladesh following the responsible business conduct. One of the big
companies has pledged to stay besiBangladesh during this pandemic mentioning it as a
trusiedpartner.

2.3.5.6Economic Wing, Bangkok

A. The 78" Commission Session of the United Nations Economic and Social
Commission for

Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP) waseld on virtual platform amid the COVIEL9
pandemicon 21 May, 2020Hon 6 bl e Pr i meShdikh RHasisa delivereti hek
keynoe speech in the opening sessibbrough a video message. In her messsigestressed

on regional cooperation for capacity building of developing countries for sustainable use of
marine resourcesion 6 b | e P r conveyed\her messageethrough a video conference,
Ambassador of Bangladesh to Thaila€dldairedt he Commi ssi ond Sessi on
RepresentativefdBangladesh to the UNESCAP hgdr eat |l y el evated Bangl
and reputation in the 58 embers Anual Conference of the largest UN body of the Asia
Pacific Region.

B. Bangladesh also participated in the ABm@cific Ministerial Conference on the
Beijing+25 Review on 229 November 2019 d@he UNESCAP Headquartersn Bangkok.

H.E. Fazilaunnesa Indl, State Minister,Ministry of Women and Children Affairs,
Bangladesh led aeven member Bangladesh delegation in the conference. Bangladesh
attendedthe conferencas the ViceChair and called for stronger commitment to intensify

A

priority actions towards eal i zi ng womendés rights.

C. Economic Whg is also engaged in attractifageign direct investmen#plI) from the
Kingdom of ThailandTo this endyariousactivities related to @tworking and facilitatingre
being taken by this wing. Over the last thén years from 2006 to 2019, the number of Thai
listed firms undertaking outavd foreign direct investmenfEDI) has increased from 59 (13%

of Thai listed firms) to 232 (42% of Thai listed firms) and the value of outward foreign direct
investment (OFDI) &s increased from THB 1@ billion (3.9% of the total investment
value) to THB 200 billion (14.7% of the total investment value). Consequently, last year
Bangladesh gotSD 33.10 million as net investment flow and at the end of year stock of
investmenfrom Thailand stands &tSD 275.41 million.

2.3.57 Economic Wing, Bangladesh High Commission, New Delhi, India

1 BangladesHndia Business Forum and Meeting with selected CEOs were held on 4
October 2019 during the vi $iiHasinainfIndiddon o bl €
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Economic Wing was actively engaged to hold these two meetings under the guidance
of His Excellency High Commissioner of Bangladesh to India;

1 The Economic Wing has been maintaining liaisath the counterpart of Ministry of
External Affairs of India, and in particular with the Development Partnership
Administration Division (DPAI) and Exportimport Bank of India. lis to be noted
that India has extenddtreeLines of Qedit (LoC) to Bangladesh worth USD362
billion (without defensecredit). To date,48 projets have been undertaken and USD
686.08 million has been disbursed to the projects.

2.3.58 Economic Wing, Beijing

To attract Chinese government and private investments in Bangladesh, Economic
Wing of Bangladesh Embassy in Beg coordinates with w@ous Chinese
Government organaions, SOEs and private companies fwovide necessary
assistances. The achievements of FY 2PA20 of the Economic Wing are:

Signing of Agreements

1. Duringt he vi sit of Ho n 6 bineae on R6G Julne2018jinimé st er
agreements worth aroutdSD 2.00 billion on various issues were signed.

2. FromJuly 2019June 2020, loan agreements of two projects were signed under G2G
arrangement. The total contract value of these agreementsSiza2.373 bilion.

3. Bangladesh Embassy played a vital role in signing a Land Lease Agreement on 4
August 2020 between Bangladesh Economic Zones Authority and Yabang Group for
100 acres of land. Yabang Group willyest USD300.00 million in textile and other
chemicalindustries in their designated land in Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Shilpo
Nagar. The investment of Yabang Group will help Bangladesh diversify its export
basket and create a positive image in Chinese business community and investors. The
products manufactudefrom the project will be exported to Europe, USA, Australia
and other countries. The total export is expected to be USD 146.40 million while
domestic sales would be USD 97.60 million. A number of 2200 jobs will be created
under this project.

4. During July 2019 to June 2020, loan agreementssigfprojects were signed with
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AlIB). The taatount of the agreements was
USD 1.244 billion. Out of thidJSD 25000 million was provided under COVH29
recovery fuml as budge support. Another USD500.00 million is under active
consideration of AlIB for supporting COVHD9.
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2.3.59 Economic Wing, Brussels

EU intends to provide a minimum ofd 93.00 million for the fight against Covid19 and

its consequences in Bangladesh

On 20 May 2020 the EU showed their keenness to provi@aros 93.00 million to
Bangladesh fostrengthening its health sector and improvaagial safety nets programme
notally for people who are losing their jobdye tothe impactof the COVID crisis on the
economy of Bangladesh. Additional support for the Rohingya and host communities is also
part of this response.

BangladeshEU Joint Commission Meeting:
The 9" Bangladels-EU Joint Commission meeting was held on 21 October, 2019 in Dhaka.

Bangladesh and the EU agreedpiimciple to strengthen the economic cooperation through
increased trade and investment floviy, ensuringa predictable and transparent business
environne n t for economic operators. Bangl adesh
unilaterl, preferential trade schem&verything but Arms (EBAgranted to Bangladesh has
madesignificant contributions to its economic growth and social economic development.

Bangladesh and the EU agreed that currently the development cooperation of the EU and its
member states with Bangladesh amounts to more Bizh 500000 crore (Euro 5410
million) per annum.

BangladeshEU Sub-Group Meeting on Development Cooperation

BangladeshEU SubGroup Meeting on Development Cooperation was held on 20 October,
2019 in Dhaka, Bangladesh.Bfadesh and the EU examinedguwing key operations under
the Multi-Annual Indicative Programe 20142020 focusing on recently committed
programmes and the programes being prepared f@019 and those prograngs planned for
2020.

The European Uniob s C o mmi Rahiagya Crigiso

The European Union on 02 Jul020 informed thain support © the generous efforts of
Bangladesh by hosting aroundeomillion Forcibly Displaced Myanmar Nationals (FDMNSs)

t he European Uni on .(QE&nllon (arausadBR2TN304000 Corgid U 3 2
funding for contributing to the needs of Ba
FDMNSsin the camps.

107 Erasmus Mundus Scholarships

The application and success rates of Bangladeshi students have been very high in the 2020.
107 <holarshipswere offered to Bangladeshfor the academic year 202P1. Erasmus
Scholarship programmis the most prestigious study granme which offer, fultdegree
scholarshipsThe beneficiaries are awarded a joint, double degree, or multiple degrees, upon
their graduationlt is worth mentioningthat 78 Erasmusscholarshipsfor academic year
201920 had been offered for Bangladesh.

Bangladesld participation in Horizon 2020

As of June 2020 Bangladeslparticipated infive signed grant agreements. The Net EU
financial contribution of which EUR 87 has been dedicated tbe participants from
Bangladesh.
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In the yar 2019, there wereofir organiations in terms of EU contribution granted to the
Horizon 2020 research projects. It is noteworthy that First Secretary (Economic) follows this
Research and Innovation prognae

2.3.6 Activities of the Middle East Branchduring 2019-20
2.3.61 Mobilising Loan and Grants from the External Sources

The Middle East Branch processes, coordinates and reviews mobilisation of external
resources (loans and grants) for the implementation of public sector development projects in
Bangladesh from the falWing countries and development partners of the Middle East
Region and the Africa Continent:

. Islamic Development Bank (IsDB)

. Islamic Corporation for the Development of the Private Sector (ICD)

. International Islamic Trade Finance Corporation (ITFC)

. Islamic Solidarity Fund for Development (ISFD)

. Saudi Arabia/Saudi Fund for Development (SFD)

. Kuwait/Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development (KFAED)

. OPEC Fund for International Development (OFID)

. United Arab Emirates/Abu Dhabi Fund for éypment (ADFD)

. Qatar, Iran, Turkey, Iraq, Egypt and other countries of Middle East and Africa.

OCO~NOUIDE WNPE

2.3.6.2Joint Economic and Technical Cooperation

The Joint Economic CommissiqdEC)/Joint Commission/Joint Committee/Joint Economic
and Technical Coopeiiah with the following countries are conducted by the Middle East
Branch:

- Saudi Arabia

- Iran

- Turkey

- United Arab Emirates
- Qatar

- Kuwait and

- Egypt

2.3.6.30ngoing Activities
1 Processing short term loan of International Islamic Trade Finangeo@dion (ITFC)

for import of fuel by Bangladesh Petroleum Corpomra{iBPC);

1 Processing of Fertilizer importation from Saudi Arabia by Bangladesh Chemical
Industries Corporation (BCIC) under SFD's Saudi Export Progignand

1 Processing of private sectanéncing by OFID and ICD.

2.3.6.40ther Significant Activities in FY 2019-2020

The development partners associated with Administration and Middle East Wing mainly
provide loan/grant assistance for the implementation of development projects in socio
econanic sectors including power, energy, communication, infrastructure, health, education
and agriculture. The noteworthy activities conducted by the Middle East Branch in the FY
20192020are presented in a series here:

1 Organising the 5th Meeting of Bangladeh-Turkey Joint Commission

The 5th meeting of the Joint Commission between Bangladesh and Turkey to strengthen
Bangladesh's economitade and technical cooperatiaas held on 120 November 2019
in Ankara, TurkeyH o n oMiniser of Finance Mr. A H M Mstafa Kamal, FCA, MP led
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the 19member Bangladesh delegation at the meeting. The Turkish delegation was led by
Hon'ble Minister of Culture and Tourism, NMlehmet NuriErsoy. Aminutes was signed
between the two partieghich canenhance bilateral relatisrbetween the two countries, in

the areas of trade, investment, science, ICT, quality control, SME, shipping, civil aviation,
minerals and energy, culture and tourism, educatlemglopment assistance, urbartisn,
agriculture, disaster managemant! scon.

Hon'ble Minister of Finance of the Government of the People's Republ
Bangladesh Mr. A H M Mustafa Kamal, FCA, MP and Hon'ble Minister of Culty
Tourism of Turkey Mr. Mehmet Nuigrsoy signed the agreed minutes ®8-20
November, 2019 inAnkara of the 5th meeting of Bangladeshurkey Joint
Commission behalf of their respective governments.

1 Handover of Schootcum-Cyclone Center

The construction work of fivechootcum-cyclone centers have been completed and handed
over to the concernaglithorities on behalf of Fakhair progranmein FY 201920. So far, a
total of 172 schools/madrasesm cyclone centers have been handed twvé¢he concerned
authorities.

1 The 13" Meeting of the BangladestSaudi Arabia Joint Commission (JC)

The 13th meting of the BangladesBaudi Arabia Joint Commission (JC) was held 0132
February 2020 at the NEC Conference Room, Economic Relations Division Dhaka. The
Bangladesh delegation was led by Mr. Monwar Ahmed, Secretary, Economic Relations
Division while the Saudi delegation was led by Mr. Mahir Abdul Rahr@assim, Deputy
Minister, Ministry of Labor. The leaders of the two delegations signed an agreed minutes on
behalf of their respective countries on 13 February 2020. The 13th meeting of the
BangladestSaudi Arabia Joint Commission discussed different issues of mutual cooperation
in the areas of manpower and employment, strengthening of bilateral economic and trade
relations, investment and industry, power and energy, religion, civil aviation and tourism,
information and communication technology, health, education and agriculture.
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Mr. Monowar Ahmed, Secretary, Economic Relations Division and Mr. Mahir Abdul Rahman Gas
Deputy Minister, Ministry of Labor signed the agreed minutes o3 February, 220 at the NEC

Conference Room, ERD on betwdltheir respective gvernments.

Saudi Fundfor Development (SFD) related Ativities

The Government of Bangladesh amau8i Fund for Development (SFBjarted procedures

of signing a loan agreement for the jpre c t
UpazilaSadar

titl ed AfEstabl

Regiono to be

shment

i mpl ement efdndingyf t he

SFD. An interministerial meeting has already been held on the draft loan agreement and in
the light of the decisiotaken at the meeting, the opinion of the Government of Bangladesh

has been sent to SFD. Other procedural activities of signing the loan agreement will be
carried out after receiving the feedback of SFD.

1

Important Foreign Tours

A high-level Bangladesh degjation including Secretary, Finance Division led by Secretary,
Economic Relations Division visited Saudi Arabia from 26 NovertlieDecember2019.

During the visif the delegation participatecrious seminars in RiyadMedina and Jeddah

on NRB organied by the Bangladesh Embassy in Riyadh. The Bangladesh delegation
exchanged views with the representatives of Saudi Fund for Development (SFD) and Islamic
Development Bank (IDB) on various @oing cooperation of Bangladesh with these two
institutions.

1

Visit of International Islamic Trade Finance Corporation (ITFC)

Three different missions of ITFC visited Bangladesh tecuks issues of fuel impoby
Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation in FY 2@020. During the visit, ITFC Mission met
concerned offimls of IsDB Regional Hub of Dhaka, Energy and Mineral Resources
Division, Finance Division, Petrobangla, Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation, Bangladesh
Bank and Economic Relations Division.

1

1

The list of the ompleted projects in the FY 202920 with fundirg from development
partners associated with the Middle East Braarehcited imPAnnexure-3.

On-going Projects Funded by Development &tners

A total of 17 development projects are beinglienpented by various
ministriesdivisions/agencies with develont assistance amounting to U$D80.08
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million from different development partners associated with the Middle East Brainehist
of the projects are cited linnexure-4.
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2.4.Wing-4: United Nations

A total of 13 resident and 10 neresident organaions of United Nationsworking in
Bangladeshhave been providing support for so@oonomic development of the counthy.
addition, they aralsosupporing residency assistanéer achieving SDGs by 20300 this
end,UN agencies are working to promatgquitable development aligning the areas of UN
cooperation with Bangl ade s Wi signe technical projec t
documents/MOU to accumulate grants for the secienomic development of Bangladesh
through discussions/tripartite mews and effective communication with various UN
agencies. The UNVing is involvedin activities like Bangladesh and UN policy issues,
inspection of UN funded development projects and reviewing progress to coordination
performance, overall monitoring evduation and determining future action plans etc. UN
sydem provides development assistartoeBangladesh through a framework agreement
named United Nations Development Assistant Framework (UNDB&ing financial yar
from 20092010 to 20122020, a totagrant @mmitmentof USD 2403.626 million has been
received against 271 projects signed between the Government of Bahghadiedifferent
United Nations gencies, viz. UNDP, UNICEF, UNCDF, UNFPA, FAO, ILO, UNMomen,
IMO, UNESCO and UNIDO.

Agreement betweae Government of Bangladesh and different UN agencies, under the
purview of UNDAF Agreementfor taking Gram Commitment of USD 1.76 billiofior the
period of 2012016,ended in December, 2016. The latgdsiDAF Agreement for the period

of 20172020 has beesigned on 3 NovembgP016 containing Grant Commitment @SD

1.22 billion. The UNDAF agreement has been signed consid&i@sand 7th Five Year
Plan of Bangladesh.

UN agencies like UNICEF, UNDP, UNFPA, UWomen, UNCDF and IMO have finaéid
Country Pogranme for the period of 201-2020. TheCommitment for the development of
Bangladesh for the saicepod includes 32 projects of USD 340.00 million, 11 projects of
USD 375.79 million 15 projects of USD 43.00 million, 1 project of USD 45.20 million, 2
proects of USD 9.48 million and 1 project of USD 1.10 milli;¥spectively. TotalUSD
323.5793 millionhave been disbbsed by UN agencies during 2020. As regardsthe
current regional and global context, the activities of South South Cooperation (SS&), Gre
Climate Fund (GCF) and Nemesident Bangladeshi (NRB) have been accomplished by this
Wing.

Important Activities in the Financial Year 201920

Development Cooperation between the Government of Bangladesh & UNDP

Project signediuring FY 20192020
1 ProjectName:Aspire to Innovate (a2ifrogramme

1 Date of Signing Prodoc:7INovember2020

1 Implementing Ministry/DivisioniCT Division

7 GrantAmount: USD20.10 million

1 Project DurationJanuary 202eptembe024

1 Objectives of ProjecEnsuring digital servies in rural areas, transparency and
accountability in service delivess well axapacity building and empowerment of
youth juvenilein the implementation of Digital Bangladesh.
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Important meeting:

UNDP has been providing assistance to the GovernmeBaogladesh under tHdNDAF

for various socieeconomic development activitie$he UNDAF Steering Committee has

been set up with representatives from 20 ministries/departments and 18 other UN agencies to
prevent barriers of various government ministries laged to the implementation of the
progranme which wasrecently adopted undeNDAF. UNDAF Steering ©mmittee
meetingwas convened on 15 Mag019 joirtly chaired by the Secretary, ERdihd the UN
Resident Coordinator of Bangladesh (UNRC).

Approximately U® 1219.17 million in grant/technical assistarare available from 22 UN
agencies taindertakedevelopment activities for the term described under UNDAF 2017
2020.0nrequest of th&JNRC, the duration of th&JNDAF 201720 has been extended to 01
(one) yeaDecember 2021for the delay of the prog implementation activities due to the
current Covidl9 Pandemic.The list of the financing agreements are citedmmexure-5.

Development Cooperation between the Government of Bangladesh and other UN
Agencies

Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO): The Food and Agriculture Orgaaison
(FAO) as a specialesd agency of the United Nationsds mandatedd build a world free of
hungerthrough technical cooperati@md assistance to the member stakesO is working to
build a world where everyone has access to safe, nutritioustéotehd active antiealthy
lives.FAO is the custodian of 21 SDG indicators under different SDG goals.

The Government has approved the Coumrogramming Framework (CPRP13202Q a

strategic document with FA®r providing financial and teclcal support. The period of
CPF201920 has been extended tp December 2021. The CPF has three priority areas or

O0pi Iwhieghrareabl i gned with the Governme@®@bdédssteateéeog
objectives. They antribute towards achieving the SDQ@%e priority areas ardi) Healthy,

safe, and nutritious food, (ii) Sustainlity of productive ecosystemsand (iii) Resilient and

inclusive agrHeconomic growth.

Six project documeist were signed between the Government of Bangladesh andi &y
the period20192020.The list ofal on-going projects supported by FAO are also given in
Annexure-6.
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2019between ERD and FAO. Mr. Monowar Ahmed, Secretary ERD andbért R Simpsor
signed the project documents.

Non-Resident BangladeshisNRB) Activities

Non-Resident Bangladesh have ample opptunities to play vital role in national
developmentA task force hasalready been formed to initiagetive participatiorof NRBs

so that they cancontribute to the development of Bangladeskeameralways. A NRB Cell
has been established in ERD facilitate and institutionales NRB issues. A webased
platform www.nrb.gov.bd has been d#gned to communicate with th&lRBs. The
Convention of Norresident Bangladesh Engineers (CONE) was hel@627 February,
2019 in DhakaHondle Prime Minister Sheikh Hasinaaugurated the Conference which
truly refl ected Baahrewits deeeopnmesgoalsideavor i n

GCF, GEF, KfW , NDA Secretariat

Since 2014Secretary ERD has been workings the National Designated Authority (NDA)

of Bangladesthin all matters related to the Green Climate Fund (GCF) established under the
United Nations Famework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). At preseatUN

Wing seres as the &retariat of NDA.Apart from that the Wing also functions as the
political focal point of the Global Environment Facility (GEF).

Bangladesh is the lowest carbemitiing countriesut it become®ne of themost vulnerable
nations when it comes taclimate changeelated disasterd.o ensure climate justic&RD
negotiates for as many international grants as possible for the country from GCF and GEF for
the adaptationral mitigation related projects. In 2029, ERD inked a single (01) grant
agreement worttUSD 32.98 million with GCF. On the other hand, it had signed five (05)
grant agreements wortdSD 6.705 million with GEF during the same perio@ihe project
funded byGCF, GF Fund and other development partners are as follodwsiexure-7.

UNFPA

The Ninth Country Programe Action Plan (Duration2017%2020) of UNFPA was inkedn

19 June2017. Additional Secretary (United Nations) of ERD and the Representativ
UNFPA signed the document from their respective sides. The grant amount wagl2JSD
million. Themain objective oprojectis to implement:Sexual and Reproductive Health and
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Rights, Adolescents and Youth, Gender Equaltyo me n 6 s E mp andRopulateom t
Dynamics.

There arel5 programmesmplemened in14 ministries under the UNFPA programmes.
UNCDF

UNCDF investedJSD 1.7 million in implementing 214 local climataptive infragticture

schemes in 7 districts. Around 28,600 people have been of immendé beder these
schemeselating to climate changeulnerabilities. UNCDF invested USB0,000 tounlock

domestic resources of USD7 0, 000 f or womends economic emy
districts. It has facilitated USB40,476 as a credit to 21 women BElin 8 districts across 16

sectors.

UN-WOMEN

AStrengthening Gender Responsive Bu®etting
2020) of UNWomencame into effecon 19 January2017 Additional Secretarynited

Nations) of ERD and th€ountry Reprsentativeof UN-Women signed the documemith

a grant of abouBDT 45200 lac from GoBandBDT 52.00 lacfrom UN-Women, the project

is being implementedThe overall objective of the project is ®t r engt hen gover
gender responsive budgetingtssemr e adequate financing for gc¢
empowerment in Bangladesh.

IMO

The project entitledi Saf e and Envi r o+Retgchng ia BadngladeSioRhasel S hi |
Il (SENSREC Project Phasel Capaci t guratbmu Aprid20183es. @0D, was
signed on OApril, 2018. Additional Secretary (United Nations) of ERD and the Assistant
SecretaryGeneral, IMO signed the document from their respective sidés a gant of

about BDT 885.40 lacThe aims of the qoject isto strengthen @pacitiesto develop and
implement a legal policy and institutional roadmap towards accession to the Hong Kong
International Convention for the Safe and Environmentally Sound Recycling of Ships (the
Hong Kong Convention or the HKCiand Put in place a wkfunctioning training system

with an effective and sustainable trainipgpgramme for imparting training to a variety of
stakeholders within the shiigcycling sector in Bangladesh.

National Human Development Report(NHDR)

Human DBevelopment is the centre of all\adopments to take a country todasired place.

Keeping this notiorthe focusof pivot all the dimensions of developme®RD has taken

initiatives to publish the National Humdevelopment ReporfNHDR) on the occasio of

the 50 anniversary of thadepadence of Bangladesh. The report will highlight five thematic

areas such dsequality and Human Developmefimate ChangeEmployment for the
Youth,Teenager so Dr eam f orandPeace, amduRrasperdies. Braen gl a d
formulation of evidencdasel policy is the phenomenon of global best prastiGéerefore

NHDR will be a valuable document for policy planners, community workers, academia, and

the global community.
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UNICEF

GOB-UNICEF CountryProgrammegCP) Daument 20172020 has been inked dd March
2018 regarding overall development Bfa n g | a @hddseh ansl Women. The Country
Programmeduring the period 2022020 has started its implementation since January 2017
and will be completed in December 2020. According to Courtogramme following are

the areas of coopation to be provided by UNICEF:

Young Children and their Mothers

Boys and Girls of Primary Scheahe

Adolescents of Agents of Change

Social Inclusion and Increased Awareness on Child Rights
Programmeeffectiveness

= =4 =4 -4 -

A total grant of USD 340.00 million has been assured in the@try ProgrammegCP). Total

32 projectdProgrammesvill be implemened by 16 ministries and orgaatgons. TheCP will

be implementedvith a view to facinghe challenges of gender equity, preventioreadly

child marrage, including climate changerbanisation and disability as well as assist in
introducing @ overall system to meet the various needs of the children at different stages of
life. Outcomeduring 201819 are as follows:

1 Outcome 1 Quality Services for Infants and Mothers
1) Newborn survival;
i) Improved coverage of nutrition services;
i) WASH (Water, Sanitation & Hygiene) life cycle approach
programming habeen conducted in 8 divisions

1 Outcome 2 Equity Environment for Primary S chool Children

i) Revision of National Primary Educationu@iculum is in progress

with
UNICEF technical support;

ii) Prevention of and response to violence;

iii) School Effectiveness Mdelincludingteachers training, grants to

schools, strength@my school governance practices hdseen
implemented

in 1,210 primary schosl

1 Outcome 3 Adolescents Protected and Eapowered
1) Ending Child Marriage;
i) Improving Adolescent Health and &V being;
lii) Accessng Education for Aolescents;
iv) EnhancingParticipaton of Adolescent boys and girls

1 Outcome 4 Enhanced Policy Environment with Equity
i) RaisingLarge Saleawar eness on chil drenods
i) Improving Government Leadership and formulat8uarial
Protection Child
Responsive Socidraection Policy Supportnit to support child
componenbf NSSS at Cabinet Division

1 GOB-UNICEF CP(20172020) has been extendedto81 December2021
38
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1 GoB-UNICEF Rolling Work Plans (RWP) 2022021 hae been signed by 16
ministries

1 Total disbursement amats USD48.051 million in FY 2012020.The list of the
financing agreements are citedAnnexure-8.

International Labor Organisation (ILO)

Since its establishment, ILOhas been providing financial and technical assistance to
implement various developme plans, including creation of an enabling working
environment based on the consensus of all, bringing the government, owndebaund
parties under the same platform. @AJunel972 Bangladeshecame an active membeir
the ILO. In Bangladesh, ILO stted its activities primarily through the development and
maintenane of labourbased infrastructurebut later expnded its operation. The
organisitions leading role in assisting Bangladesh after tharfaidentat Tazreen Fashions
Limited on November 212 and the horrific Rana Plaza on April @&s commendablé'he
ILO's vital role alongside the government and otbewvelopment Partnesas facilitatedo
addresghe challenge of the RMG industry after the Rana Plaza collapBangladesh has
been abled recover its lost glory.During the financial year 20120, no prgect was signed
between ILO and ERD

International Organisation of Migration (IOM)

The 10M, since its establishment, is the leadintgrnational migration agenaedicated to

the develoment of Human and Orderly Migration. The agency has been working closely
with various governnm, intergovernmental agenci®éOs and nomgovernmental
organigtions to ensure safe migration. One of IOM's tasks is to develop international
cooperation in reolving immigration issues, seeking solutions to immigration problems and
providing humanitarian assistance to refugees and internally displaced people. In 1990, IOM
helped aound 63,000 migrant workers to return safddangladesh during Middle East
Crisis. Soon after thatBangladesh took the membership of the agency. In 1994, IOM
established its Country Office in Bangladesh.

IOM has identifiel four priority areas to workn Bangladesh and continues to work with
government agencies @other norgovernmetal organigtions.The giority areas are:

1. Migration management;

2. Resilience and Sociatdection;
3. Humanitarian Bsponsgand

4. Countering Irregular Mration

The International Migration Agency is playing catalytic role in resolving theforcibly

di splaced Myanmar citizens in Bangl adesh. T
Bangladesh has adopted the National Strategyon 8 Sepi&nbek 3 t i t | ed A Nati o
on Myanmar Refugees and Undocumentcerdngtdy anmar
the strategy, a sustainable humanitarissistance haseenplanned with otheDevelopment

Partnergo accomplish the identification dbrcibly displaced Myanmar citizens, determine

their actual number and register them through location ft=iton. It also includes
strengthening border security between Bangladesh and Myanmar and continuing dialogue
with Myanmar to resolve infiltration dbrcibly displaced Manmar citizens.

The United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO)
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The United Nations Educational, Scientific and tGrdl Organisation (UNESCO) was
established on09 November, 1965 as a Speciedls Agency of the United Nations.
Bangl adesh became its member on 27 October,
expandingn Bangladesh sincestablishmentof its country office in1996.

The agency is providing financial and technical support for the development of education,
culture, science and technolodgvelopment and utiliion of the technology. At the sam
time, it has undertaken maus developmental projects in poverty alleviation, protect on
environmenal, developmenbdf the information technology usagerough the inclusion of
culture in preserving, spreading and improving the standard living of BeesjlaUNESCO

has also taken various steps to achi@eal4 of SDGs. During the fiscal year 29-2Q no
project was signeddiween UNESCO an@RD.

The United Nations Environment Progranme (UNEP)

Since its establishment in 1972, UNE&s been providingrfancial and technical assistance

to developing countries in formulation and implementation of environment friendly policies.
There is no permanent office of UNEP in Bangladesh. The agency is continuing its
operations in Bangdesh from its Permanent O#i¢Nairobi, Kenya) and regional offices.

No project with UNEP wasigned in the fiscal year 2029.

South-South Cooperation (SSC)

Following the current global trend of declining conventional foreigsistancea strong and
promising form of cooperatio called SouttSouth Cooperation (SSC) is rapidly gaining
global recognition and institutionabgion among the undefeveloped and developing
countries of the SouthSSCis a very important platform for a developing country like
Bangladesh in theverchanging worldscenario Bangladesh from the start has been playing
proactive role in thiglatform. Hontble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has already been
awarded the SoutBouth Leadership Award 2013 and the SeBtluth Visionary Award
2014 for her visionaryeadership in SSC. Bangladesh also received the UN Smutth
Cooperation Award in recognition of its significant contributiois®C

To take Bangladesh forward in SSC network, a S@ahth Cooperation Cell (SSC Cell) has
already beenestablished in ED. Realisng the importance of active participation of
Bangladesh in this platfornijondle Foreign Minister Dr. A.K. Abdul Momeexpressed his
keen interesto establish the SoutBouth centreas a Centre of Xtellence in Bangladesh
while talking in theBAPA+40 conference in Argentina. In this regard, a Tlaskce has been
constitutedwith the SecretaryERD as the chaito expedite the process of setting up the
Center as well as to further strengthen the position of BangladeshSs@idetwork.

To facilitate the management and supervision of the activities under SSC through a well
defined structure, two focal point/alternative focal point officials from each of then28
ministries have beeselected.ERD organised a dapng workshopfor the focalpoint
officials on 12 January202Q

Development Cooperation betweethe Government of Bangladesh an®ayment
of International Contributions to UNIDO, UNOPS
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Sincebecoming a mebrer of the United Nations on #%eptember, 1974 Bangladesh has
been reguldy paying annual subscription fees of varidl organigtions and participating
proactively in the different Programmesof these entities. Every yeaERD pays the
subscription fees vowed in the Pledging Conference held in November. The pledged amount
of subscriptionss shown in the following table iAnnexure-9.

lti s worth mentioning that in th&4" General Assembly of the United Nations duie
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasimammittedto pay subscription E2amount in hundred thousand
USD (USD 100,00.00 on behalf of Bangladesh for reforming and effectively executing the
activities of New Resident Gordinator (RC) System. Consequentysubscripton fee of a
hundred thousand US@SD 100,00000) had been paidy ERDto thededicatecaccount in
201920.

At present,United Nations Office for Project Services (UNOPS) is executing three (03)
projects One project isfunded by Enhanced Integrated Framework (EMH)e United
Natiors Industrial Development Orgaaison (UNIDO) is implementingtwo (02) pojects.

The grants agreements had been sidnethe ERD The list of the financing agreements are
cited inAnnexure-10.
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2.5.Wing-5: Asian Development Bank (ADB)

ADB Wing of theERD is involved in mobilimg external resources, i.e. loans, grants and
technical assistance from t#dB to support the implementation of the projects/progrem
adopted for the sustainable seeiconomic development and infrastructural development of
Bangladesh. It also provides nominations for representingstheernment of Bngladesh

(GoB) in training, workshop and meetisigboth athome and abroad. ADB is the second
largest development partner of Bangladesh. Bangladesh became member of ADB in 1973.
Since then ADB has been continuously supporting Bangladesh to achieve deesiop
milestones.

ADB started its journey on August 22966 with 100,000shares an@1 member countries.
Currently ADB comprises 68 members of which 49 members are fromAtha Pacific
regionwhile nonregional members are 19. The number of shares of§lBdesh in ADB is
108384 which is1.022% of the total shares and voting power is 1.115%.

ADB provides Bangladesh with twiypes of financial assistandeans and grants. Up to
2016,ADB offersloans from the Asian Development Fund (ADF) on concesstenals and
from the Ordinary Capital Resources (OCR) on a London-Bémk Offered Rate (LIBOR)
basis. In order to expand its lendingpacity to the poorer countrie&DB integratedADF
and OCR rsources into the simplest ternts 2017 through OCR lendingto the poorer
countries, known aSoncessionaDCRLoan (COL). The interest rate of COL loan is fixed at
2% and the regular OCR loan interest rate is based on the LondoiBamieOffered Rate
(LIBOR) +50bps with a maturity premium of 0.1% and 0.15% cament fee on
undisbursed amoun&enerally ADB loan is repayable in 25 years with a grace peridd/ef
years; OCR regular loans may have different loan terms. Borrowing countries from ADB are
divided into three groups based on Gross National Incomd) (@& capita and credit
worthiness:

1 Group A (ADF only countries)
1 Group B (Blend countries)
1 Group C (OCR only countries)

Bangladesh falls into Group Batagory(blend country) since M. Apart from providing
loans/grants to its DMCs, ADB facilitates 8b Asia Sukregional Economic Cooperation in
transport and communication, electricity, information technology, tourismaritime
connectivity and trade facilitation for the economic development of the countries located in
the same region. South Asia Stdgional Economic Cooperation (SASEC) is one of the
ADB's six subregional economic coperations. Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal, India, Sri
Lanka, Maldives and Myanmar are the member countries of the SASEC, and SeEREary

is the SASEC Nodal Official for Begladesh.

ADB's assistance to soci@conomic development in Bangladesh

As the second largest development partner, ADB6s support to Bangl adc
increasing. Active portfolio as of 30 June, 202thounts tdJSD 10.8 billion. The following
graph reflect increasing trend of Bangladesh portfolio:
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Graph: Trend of Bangladesh Portfolio of ADB
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Source: Background Paper, Bangladesh Tripartite Portfolio Review Meeti28, Adne 2020.

ADB focuses mainly on the power, energy, local government, goaf)sagriculture,
education, water resources and good governance sectors, and provides support in achieving
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). ADB has provided aatoi@int of USD1798.86

million support forl0 investment projects)2 technical asstance projects an@8 regional
technical assistance {BDTA) projects under ADBNing for FY 2019-20.

Investment Projects:

City Region Development Projectll

The agreement was signed 0h October, 2019 The LGD is the sponsoring division and
LGED is theimplementing Ageng of the project. ADB provided US50.00million loan
for the project. The implementation period of the project is fdamuary 2012 June 202
The purpose of the project is to improthe infrastructure in selected cities, towasd
adjoining areas of Dhaka and KhulBasisions as well as increasing the capdgi of
respective service orgaatsons and improving thieving standard of the people in tipeoject
area.

Urban Infrastructure Improvement Preparatory Facility

The agreementvas signed on 2November, 2019 LGD is the sponsoring division and
Department of Public Health Engineeri(i@@PHE) and Narayanganj City Corporation (NCC)
are implementing agencies. AB provided USD11.00 million loan for the project. The
implementation peod is fromJuly 2019to June 2022. The purpose of the project is to carry
out feasibility studies of two investment projetasbe implemented separately WNCC and
DPHE, formulate detailed designs and assist in the preparation of tenders. This piibject w
carry out a feasibility study of surface water(8 hill towns (Rangamati, Bandarban and
Lama) and2 bunch cities (Cumilla and Ishwardi).
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Skills for Employment Investment Progranmme (Tranche 3)

The agreement was signed on 25 NovemBO49. ecnaniF Division is the sponsoring
agency of the project. Different training institutes/universities under the Ministry of
Education, Ministry of Expatriates, Welfare and Overseas Employment, Ministry of
Industries, Bangladesh Bank aRdlli Karma Sahayak Fountifzn (PKSFH with 13 industrial
associations will be other dmplementing agenciesADB's loan amount is US[50.00
million. The implementation period of the projastfrom November 2019 to November
2024 The objective of the project is #nhance the gks of Bangladeshi labha force by
providing technical, vocational and mid level managerial job related training for creating
more employment.

Dhaka Mass Rapid Transit Development Project Readiness Financing (Line 5, Southern
Route)

The agreement was sigd on1ll December, 2019Road Transport and HighwayBivision
(RTHD) is the sponsoringgencyof the projectwhile the implementing agency Bhaka

Mass Transit Company Limited (DMTCL) ADB provided USD33.26 million loan for the
project. The implementatn period is from July @L8 to June 2@3. The objective of the
project is to provide support for preparing the detailed feasibility study, engineering design
and procurement document. It also provides assistance in procunataded! processes for

the Dh&a Mass Rapid Transit Line 5 (South) which will be constructed between Gabtoli and
Dasherkandi stations with a length of about 17.4 kilometers.

Dhaka and Western Zone Transmission @d Expansion Project

The agreement was signed bh December, 2019Power Divisionis the sponsoringgency

of the projectand Power Grid Company of Bangladesh Limited (PGCB) isithplementing
agency. ADB provided US[B00.00million loan for the project. The implementation period

is from October 2019 to June 2024The purpoe of the project is to improve the reliability
and efficiency of electricity supply in Greater Dhaka and the Western Zone within the
territory.

MFF for SASEC Dhaka-Northwest Corridor Road Project Phase 2, Tranche 2

The agreement was signed @B March, 2020. Road Transport and Highways Division
(RTHD) is the sponsoringgencyof the project and the implementing agencyrads and
Highways Department (RHD)ADB provided USD400.00million loan for the project. The
implementation period is frorf8eptember 2016 August2021.The purpose of the project is
to improve the sub regional transport and trade through upgrading the corriddmg)18®a
four lane standard with feature gilbw moving vehicular traffic (SMVT) lane.

COVID-19 Active Response and Experitire Support Programme

The agreement was signed dd May, 2020. Finance Division is the executing and
implementing agencof the programme. ADB provided USB00.00 million loan for the
project. The implementation period is frolay 2020 to December 2021The aim of the
project is toprovide Bangladesh with countercyclical budget support to help mitigate the
adverse social and economic impact caused by the CQUYlandemic. Under this
programme, the government will expand and strengthen its social safetyfor the
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vulnerable groups and also to support major export industries and small and rseadidm
enterprises (SMES).

Loan Agreement Signing of USBD0 million Budget Support on 11 Ma3020

COVID-19 Response Emergency Assistance Project

The ageement was signed ob3 May, 2020 . Health Services Division (HSD) is the
sponsoring division of the project and the implementing agen®jrectorate General of

Health Services (DGHS) ADB provided USD100.00 million loan for the project. The
implementabn period is from April2020 to June 2023 he aim of the project is to enhance

the capacity of Bagladesh for responding to COWVID® pandemic and strengthening
infectious diseases prevention, control, treatment capacity and emergency response. The
project funding will create the facilities to establish modern microbiology laboratory with
PCR fortestingCOVID 19 and future pandemicsmergency assistance to procure medical
equipments and other related services to help COVID-19 affected pepole in Bangladesh.

Transport Connectivity Improvment Preparatory Facility

The agreementvas signed o830 June 2020 Ministry of Railways and Road Transport and
Highways Division (RTHD) is the sponsoringMinistry of the project and Bangladesh
Railway and RoadsandHighways Department is themplementing agency. ADB provided
USD 42.00 million loanfor the project. The implementation period of the project is from July
2020to June 203. The objective is to support the Government of Bangladesh in advancing
the preparationfaoad and railway projects that will meet rapidly growing transport demand
and facilitate multimodal transport in the country and subregion by financing feasibility
studies, detailed design and other preparatory works.
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Rural Connectivity Improvement Project Additional Financing

The agreementvas signed o830 June 2020. LGD is thesponsoringdivision of the project

and LGED is the implementing agency. ADB provided USD00.00 million loan for the
project. The implementation period of the project is frduly 2018 to June 2Q3. The
objective of the project is talevelop rural connectivity through development of rural
infrastructure and increase the capacity of stakeholders through effective training to create
high income in productive agricultural areasl dacilitate access to soegzonomic centres.

Signing Ceremony of USEB00 million Loan Agreement for the Rural Connectiv|
Improvement ProjeetAdditional Financing on 30 Jup2020

Information on ongoing programmes/projects funded by ADB

There are currently 68 ongoing investment programes / projects under various
ministries/dvisionsfunded by ADB.

Sectoral éstributions are as follows:

Agri., NR & Rural Dev.

T~ 7 543.64
%
Transport \i\ Education and Health

2,921.15 \ 1,620.58
15%

27%

——Energy
2,971.73
28%

Finance & Public
Sector Mgt.
1,308.16
12%

Source: Background Paper, Bangladesh Tripartite Portfolio Review Meeti2§, 24ne2020.
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